
 

May 17, 2022 Weekly Report from Oblate Youth Ministry in 
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When a person has pain, they usually seek 

relief.  And if the pain is persistent, the person 

begins to worry about the possibility that it is 

something serious.  In our social outreach 

medical program, however, we often encounter 

people who have been suffering with physical 

pain for many years and they just live with it as 

part of their life.  We can sometimes actually 

obtain treatment that solves the source of the 

pain, but often, we end up just giving them 

medication to deal with the pain.  

Mrs Emestina suffers from a disease called 

Osteo-arthritis causing her joints to hurt day and night.  She takes several pain medications for 

her back, hands, and knees and gets a slight amount of relief.  A couple months ago, Emestina 

broke her ankle.  Our student medical team was able to get advice from our teachers and a splint 

was recommended.  Fortunately, we had received one through donations and were able to apply 

it ourselves, saving $300. 

Emestina lives with her sister, Celia, who has had breast cancer for 5 years.  She had been able to 

get treatment thanks to having insurance, but since the 

pandemic, getting medication and chemotherapy has been 

difficult and expensive. 

Neither Emestina nor Celia have been able to work much, 

although Emestina at times sings in the streets for 

donations.  That helps pay for food.  The social outreach 

team at the Oblate parish, Maria Inmaculada, has been 

helping them with food baskets and medications.  Coming 

to the parish is nice outing for the sisters and they usually 

find a kind person to give them a ride home from one of the 

many volunteers that have joined the social outreach effort.  

Some of those volunteers have joined the effort because 

they first benefited from or witnessed our teams reaching 

out.  

Written by Isabel, medical student with the medical 

outreach team 

 



Our friend Maria de Jesus asked for help from the church 

because her husband was hard of hearing.  He sells 

nopales (an edible cactus) in the streets while carrying a 

heavy box.  This is dangerous for him with his hearing 

problem since he is not able to hear cars and not able to 

hear people talking with him.  Thanks to our Oblate 

medical outreach program working with the Lions Club 

hearing aid program, we were able to get him a hearing 

aid at a greatly reduced cost.  

Maria de Jesus thanked us greatfully, and smiled and said 

“don’t forget about me”. When we asked what she 

needed, she replied that it is really painful for her to chew 

because she only has small pieces of teeth.  We asked a 

recent dental graduate from our scholarship program for 

help.  Oscar Velazquez has voluntered  at the church for a 

long time playing the guitar and was quick to offer to 

help. 

Oscar was able to perform 14 extractions two at the time. Maria needed to go 7 times to the 

clinic were he works.  Oscar only charged for the 

materials he needed ($30 dollars) for the extractions.  

When Oscar got down to only 2 teeth remaining, we 

received a God-send. 

We had been selling things at the parish with the 

thought that some of the proceeds would go toward the 

$500 needed for the new teeth that Maria de Jesus 

would need.  Mario, a US citizen, had come to our 

parish to distribute about 80 food baskets. Just out of 

hand, Mario mentioned that if we ever know of a 

person needing dental work, he would be willing to do 

it, since it was his ocupation.  

In social ministry we always say “we are the voice of 

the people” so when Mario offered to help, we 

inmediatly mentioned Maria.  We arranged for him to 

meet Maria de Jesus and he agreed to help. A month 

later Maria was in tears saying its been years eating 

only oatmeal and other soft foods.  Now she says she 

feels like she has a new life.  She had long felt like no 

one cared about her, but now seeing people of different 

ages and from diferent countrys coming together 

gladdens her heart. 


