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New Provincial Administration chosen

At its May and September 2020 
plenary sessions, the Superior 

General, with the consent of his 
Council, appointed the team of 
Oblates who will guide the United 
States Province over the next three 
years. The appointments followed 
a written consultation of all the 
members of the province.

Appointed for a second three-
year term as provincial on May 
7, 2020, was Fr. Louis Studer, 
OMI. Upon receiving the news, 
Fr. Studer said, “I am very grateful 
for the continued confidence 
and trust my Superiors in Rome 
place in my leadership and also 
very thankful for the support 
of the U.S. Oblates. There is 
much I hope to accomplish 
these next three years. My main 
priorities would be: continuing 
discernment of our ministry 
presence in the U.S.; renewal 
of our Oblate community life; 
further collaboration with the 
delegation of Zambia; greater 
outreach to the poor as we 
continue to suffer from this 
pandemic; increasing vocations 
to our Oblate way of life.”

Born in Wesley, Iowa, in 1949, 
Fr. Studer is one of seven 
children, raised on the family 
farm. He began his journey to the 

priesthood in 1963 at Our Lady 
of the Ozarks in Carthage, MO. 
He professed his first vows as an 
Oblate in 1972 and was ordained 
a priest in 1976. 

Before becoming provincial, 
he served in parish ministry, as 
well as vocation and formation 
ministry. He was also director of 

the National Shrine of Our Lady 
of the Snows in Belleville, IL, 
and at the same time, directed 
the fund-raising ministry of 
the Oblates in Belleville. For 
four years, he was Director of 
Christ the King Retreat Center 
in Buffalo, NY, and beginning in 
2011, he served for six years as 
Vicar-Provincial and Director of 
personnel for the U.S. Province.

Fr. Louis Studer, OMI, Provincial  
Superior of the U.S. Province

Meeting in plenary session in 
Rome on September 29, 2020, the 
Superior General in Council also  
appointed the following Oblates 
as provincial councilors of the 
US province for a term of three 
years: Frs. José Antonio Ponce 
Diaz, Raymond Cook, Arthur 
Flores, James Brobst, Mark Dean 
and Emmanuel Mulenga.

Fr. José Antonio Ponce, OMI, is 
originally from Jalisco, Mexico. 
Fr. Ponce lived and worked in Los 
Angeles, CA, before he joined the 
Oblates, making his First Profession 
of vows in 2002. His post-novitiate 
formation was done in Ottawa, 
Canada and Mexico City; he was 
ordained to the priesthood in 2009. 
He has worked in parishes in 

Fr. José Antonio Ponce, OMI

Continued on p. 2
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Mexico, Guatemala, and at Santa 
Rosa Church in San Fernando, 
CA. He joined the Justice Peace 
and Integrity of Creation Office 
in Washington, DC, in June of 
2013, and assumed the position 
of Director in January 2015. In 
addition to directing the JPIC Office 
in Washington, Fr. Ponce served 
as JPIC animator for the North 
American Region (US and Canada) 
and on the international JPIC 
commission. He is currently the 
superior at the Borzaga formation 
community in San Antonio. 

Fr. Raymond Cook, OMI, was 
born in 1968 in Waterbury, CT. 
Prior to entering Oblate formation, 
he spent 15 years as an Instructor 
and Course Developer for various 
Microsoft and Medical Software 
products. He attended the Oblate 
prenovitiate in Buffalo, NY, and 
entered the novitiate in Godfrey 
in 2006. He received his MDiv 
at Oblate School of Theology in 
San Antonio and STB though St. 
Paul’s University in Ottawa. Ray 
professed his Final Vows in 2011, 
and was ordained to the priesthood 
in 2012. His first assignment after 
ordination was at King’s House 

Retreat and Renewal Center in 
Belleville, IL. He now is Director 
of Campus Ministry and Chaplain 
at St. Mary’s at Rice University, 
Houston. He also currently serves 
as the Chaplain for the Serra 
Club of Houston and sits on the 
Board of Trustees for Duchesne 
Academy of the Sacred Heart. He 
recently completed his Doctor of 
Ministry in May of 2020.

Fr. Arthur Flores, OMI, 
was born in San Antonio, 
TX, in 1963. After his initial 
formation at St. Anthony’s 
seminary in San Antonio and 
at St. Edward’s University in 
Austin, TX, he entered the 
novitiate and professed his 
first vows in 1988. Following 
studies in theology at Catholic 
Theological Union in Chicago, 
he was ordained a priest in 1992. 
His ministry assignments have 
included working in several 
Texas parishes; Area Vocation 
Director; Superior in three 
different Districts; Director, 
English Speaking Donors at 
Oblate Missions in San Antonio: 
SW Area Provincial Councilor. 

Since 2017, he has served as 
Vicar Provincial for Personnel.

Fr. Raymond Cook, OMI

Fr. James Brobst, OMI

Fr. Arthur Flores, OMI

Fr. James Brobst, OMI, was 
born in Alton, IL in 1960. Prior 
to entering Oblate formation, 
he received a Master’s in Music 
and Performance from Southern 
Illinois University- Edwardsville 
in 1983. He professed his first 
vows as an Oblate in 1985 and was 
ordained to the priesthood in 1990. 
His ministry assignments have 
included: parishes in Chicago and 
Alton, IL; formation at the Oblate 
scholasticates in San Antonio 
and Chicago; Director of King’s 
House Retreat and Renewal 
Center in Belleville, IL; Councilor 
for the NC and SC Areas of the 
U.S. Province, 2011-2017. Since 
2017, he has been serving as Vicar 
Provincial for Mission.

Fr. Mark Dean, OMI, was born 
in Carlsbad, New Mexico in 
1954, the third son of a family of 
five boys. While Mark was still 
quite young, the Dean family 
moved to northern Michigan, 
then to Denver, Colorado, and 
later to the Ozarks of Missouri. 
He entered the OMI minor 
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Fr. Mark Dean, OMI

Fr. Emmanuel Mulenga, OMI

seminary at Carthage, MO, in 1969, and two years later, transferred 
to St. Henry’s Seminary in Belleville, IL. He was ordained an Oblate 
priest in 1983. After ministering 5 years in northern Minnesota, 
(both as a parochial vicar and a prison chaplain) he joined the Oblate 
mission in Sweden, and spent nine years there. Upon returning to 
the USA, Fr. Mark worked for three years at Christ the King Retreat 
Center in Buffalo, MN. In 2001, he was assigned to formation work in 
San Antonio, TX, and in September of 2008 he moved to the Oblate 
Novitiate in Godfrey, IL, where he was on staff for three years. In 
2011 he joined the retreat team at King’s House Retreat and Renewal 
Center in Belleville, IL, and he has been retreating ever since.

Fr. Emmanuel Mulenga, OMI, was born in 1981 in Kabwe, 
Zambia. Prior to entering Oblate Formation, he spent a year working 
for a non-profit organization in the field of civic education. He 
spent another year working for a marketing firm. He attended the 
Oblate prenovitiate in Lusaka, Zambia, and entered the novitiate 
in Godfrey, IL, in 2004. After completing his theology studies at 
Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, TX, he was ordained 
in Lusaka, Zambia in 2012. For his first assignment as a priest, he 
served at St. Leopold Parish in Shangombo, Zambia. He is currently 
the pastor of St. Augustine Parish in New Orleans where he also 
serves as Chaplain to Cabrini High School. 
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Appreciated in Minnesota!
By Fr. Louis Studer, OMI

Archbishop Bernard Hebda of St. Paul-Minneapolis seemed rather 
desperate in his message to me. “I would ask that you please give 
permission for Fr. Cyprian Czop to minister to the Polish speaking 
parishioners at Holy Cross Parish in Northeast Minneapolis. None of our 
priests speaks Polish.” After speaking with Fr. Cyprian, Associate Pastor 
at St. Casimir’s and St. Patrick’s parishes in St. Paul, and with Pastor, Fr. 
Mike Powell, I assured the Archbishop his request could be granted.

Fr. Cyprian, a native of Poland, has been ministering in the U.S. 
Province for the past year. He speaks fluent English, having lived in 
the U.S. for a year as an exchange student during high school.

“You must be sending your best to Minnesota,” Hebda remarked to 
me also, commenting about the Oblates ministering at Christ the King 
Retreat Center in Buffalo, the ministry of Fr. Ron Harrer at Regions 
Hospital in St. Paul and about Frs. Powell and Czop.

Continued on p. 4
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During my visit to Holy Cross Parish, Fr. Cyprian 
remarked to me that he considers his ministry in 
the U.S. to be a real blessing. “There are only two 
priests in the state of Minnesota who speak Polish 
and both are Oblates!” He was referring to himself, 
of course, and also Fr. Andy Knop, OMI, Pastor 
of St. Michael’s Parish in Duluth, about 120 miles 
north of St. Paul. Both Oblates are able to use their 
native language regularly in their ministry.

Fr. Andy has been pastor of St. Michael’s for the 
past year. Duluth is, in some ways, home to Fr. 
Andy as he spent several years ministering at Holy 
Family Parish in Duluth where there is a large group 
of parishioners of Polish descent. Fr. Andy has been 
ministering in the U.S. Province almost 20 years. 

l-r: Frs. Lou Studer, Cyprian Czop, Mike Powell

His love of music and keen ear for sound has given 
him a facility for learning languages. His English 
is fluent. And the friends he made at Holy Family 
years ago help him keep current with Polish.

In the past year, Oblates have begun ministering 
at Holy Cross in Minneapolis and St. Michael’s in 
Duluth but our ministry at St. Casimir’s Parish in St. 
Paul has a long life: well over 100 years! Beginning 
his fifth year as Pastor, Fr. Mike Powell enjoys the 
diversity of cultures of his parishioners. Originally 
comprised of first-generation Poles, the parish is 
now home to Hmong, Spanish speakers and still 
some Poles. “While the cultural mix can foster 
disharmony and misunderstandings,” Fr. Mike told 
me, “I do my best to bring unity and appreciation 
of these differences in my ministry.” The parish 
festival held each year on March 4th, the Feast of 
St. Casimir, is just one of the many opportunities, 
besides Sunday Mass, to bring everyone together in 
a spirit of fun and fellowship, he said.

As an international congregation, the diversity of 
cultures found within the Oblates themselves is a 
blessing in the ministry we are able to provide to 
the mix of ethnicities, cultures, languages, ways of 
life now present in many countries of the world.

Oblate Frs. Lou Studer and Andy Knop with Fr. Tony 
Wrobleski, pastor of the Duluth Cathedral.

Holy Cross pastor, Fr. Spencer Howe, with Frs. 
Studer and Czop.
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1995-2020: 25 years since the canonization of our Founder
At least 700 Missionary Oblates 
of Mary Immaculate….and 
probably more…were personally 
present on that December 3, 1995, 
when Pope St. John Paul II 
enrolled our Founder in the 
“Catalogue of the Saints.” And 
undoubtedly most Oblates living 
today have heard on YouTube or 
read these words of the Holy 
Father in his homily on that first 
Sunday of Advent: “Blessed 
Eugene de Mazenod, whom the 
Church today proclaims a saint, 
was a man of Advent, a man of the 
Coming. He not only looked 
towards that Coming, but, as 
Bishop and Founder of the 
Congregation of the Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate, he devoted his 
whole life to preparing it. His 
expectation reached the intensity 
of heroism, that is, it was 
characterized by a heroic degree 
of faith, hope and apostolic 
charity. Eugene de Mazenod was 
one of those apostles who prepared 
modern times, our times.”

Is it possible that 25 years have 
passed since that cold Roman 
morning that saw St. Peter’s 
Basilica in Rome packed to 
overflowing with Oblates, their 
associates and friends on a 
pilgrimage to the Eternal City for 
that memorable event? So much 
has happened since then. The 
Oblate Superior General in 1995 
was Fr. Marcello Zago who a few 
years later would become 
Archbishop Zago and Secretary of 
the Congregation for the 
Evangelization of Peoples. He 
joined the Founder in the Kingdom 

in 2001. The successor of 
Archbishop Zago was Fr. Wilhelm 
Steckling, now Bishop Steckling 
of Ciudad del Este, Paraguay, since 
2014. And the twelfth successor of 
St. Eugene is Fr. Louis Lougen, 
elected in 2010.

To mark the 25th anniversary in 
2020, Fr. Diego Saez, OMI, 
General Postulator for the 
Oblates, has written an invitation 
to Oblates and other devotees of 
St. Eugene to mark the occasion 
of this jubilee with a special vigil 
of prayer. In his letter, he states: 
“A 25th anniversary is an 
important milestone in life. A 
person who has turned 25 years 
old is someone who, in principle, 
is already mature, ready to begin 
their life work and to start their 
own family. Therefore, society 
fixed specific generational 
changes around the age of 25 
years. In marriages and religious 
consecrations, the 25th 

anniversary speaks of an 
established commitment that has 
already borne abundant fruits, 
even amid weaknesses and 
failures that still need to be 
overcome. In the Church, we 
celebrate jubilees with the spirit 
of remembrance, thanksgiving, 
purification, and a search for new 
life in Christ. Just as the Hebrew 
Jubilee was the occasion desired 
by God to reestablish sacred 
relationships between the 
members of the People of God 
and the latter with their Lord, so 
also in the Church we live it to 
resume our Christian vocation 
with complete integrity. For this 
reason, the Superior General 
commissioned the General 
Postulation Service to prepare a 
ceremony to commemorate the 
25th anniversary of the 
canonization of Saint Eugene de 
Mazenod, which took place on 
December 3, 1995.”

Oblates, associates and others 
throughout the over 60 countries 
where Oblates minister took up 
the invitation of Fr. Saez to 
prayerfully give thanks to God 
for the many graces that He has 
bestowed on the Oblates and their 
people over the past 25 years, 
through the intercession of St. 
Eugene. The Covid-19 restrictions 
in so many places dictated 
celebrations on a smaller scale 
than would have been desired. 
Nevertheless, we continue to 
thank God for the life and 
example of our own St. Eugene 
de Mazenod, Missionary Oblate 
of Mary Immaculate.

Icon by Fr. Clyde Rausch, OMI
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OMI, the Social Media and COVID-19
By Fr. James Allen, OMI

In the 2019 message of Pope 
Francis for the 53rd World 
Communications Day, the Holy 
Father focused on some of the 
problems that the “social networks” 
can create. He stated: “The Net is 
an opportunity to promote 
encounter with others, but it can 
also increase our self-isolation, like 
a web that can entrap us. Young 
people are the ones most exposed to 
the illusion that the social web can 
completely satisfy them on a 
relational level. There is the 
dangerous phenomenon of young 
people becoming ‘social hermits’ 
who risk alienating themselves 
completely from society. This 
dramatic situation reveals a serious 
rupture in the relational fabric of 
society, one we cannot ignore.” 

However, according to Pope 
Francis, St. Paul’s metaphor of the 
body and the members (Eph 4:25) 
“…reminds us that the use of the 
social web is complementary to an 

encounter in the flesh that comes 
alive through the body, heart, eyes, 
gaze, breath of the other. If the Net 
is used as an extension or 
expectation of such an encounter, 
then the network concept is not 
betrayed and remains a resource for 
communion. If a family uses the 
Net to be more connected, to then 
meet at table and look into each 
other’s eyes, then it is a resource. If 
a Church community coordinates 
its activity through the network, 
and then celebrates the Eucharist 
together, then it is a resource. If the 
Net becomes an opportunity to 
share stories and experiences of 
beauty or suffering that are 
physically distant from us, in order 
to pray together and together seek 
out the good to rediscover what 
unites us, then it is a resource.”

A little over a year after this message 
of Pope Francis, the world began to 
experience the Covid-19 pandemic 
which drew the whole world into 

isolation; which closed schools and 
houses of worship; which took 
countless lives; and which 
exacerbated the condition of the 
poorest of the poor.

Oblates throughout the world, 
however, saw this isolation and 
quarantining as an opportunity to 
use the social network to stay in 
touch with their people and to 
continue to share a message of 
hope amid tragedy.

From the earliest days of the 
pandemic, the leadership and many 
members of the US province began 
to use social media as a resource of 
hope in a time of fear and separation. 
On March 30, Will Shaw, the 
Director the province’s 
Communications Office, sent an 
e-mail to a number of Oblates, 
telling them of an idea of Fr. Jim 
Brobst, Vicar Provincial, to post on 
the internet: “a daily reflection 
consisting of an introduction, short 
reflection and a closing prayer. The 
reflection could be on the day's 
Gospel, or on a subject of your own 
choosing. It could refer to the Covid 
crisis if you wish, or something 
totally unrelated. Obviously, people 
at this time are in need of the kind 
of comfort and inspiration that you 
can provide, we can promote and 
offer this through our website, 
Facebook and Twitter pages.” The 
program was enthusiastically 
carried out for every day of the 
month of April 2020. The reflections 
were well-receive and viewed by 
thousands, many of whom had Fr. Victor Patricio and “Vitaminas para el alma”
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never heard of the Oblates. (https://
tinyurl.com/y5mgrux4)

Various Oblate parishes and 
shrines continue to live-stream 
daily and weekend Masses for 
the faithful who cannot attend 
Eucharist in person, either 
because it is not available or they 
are prevented for other reasons. 

Some individual Oblates 
regularly post short videos 
offering spiritual insights, 
meditations on the Scriptures, 
and other encouraging messages 
that are seen over time by 
hundreds of persons who do not 
even know them. Here are 
comments of just two of these 
Oblates who host their own 
“vlog” on a regular basis:

Fr. Salvador Gonzalez, OMI, 
Director of King’s House of 
Retreats in Belleville, IL, explains 
his program. “I was looking for a 
way to stay connected to the people 
that I minister to at the retreat house 
and in the local parishes while 
COVID-19 required us to close our 
doors. The thought of a brief daily 
homily came to me, and as I was 
preparing the first videos, I 
spontaneously said, “Got a 
Minute?” and I like the way that 
sounded both in English and in 
Spanish. The video homilies are 
recorded in Spanish and English 
daily with a longer homily on 
Sundays. The videos have reached 
people in many states in the US, 
and as far as South America, the 
Philippines, and most recently 
Rome, Italy. I get a lot of feedback 
from people who say that the 
minute homilies have helped them 
get through this tough time of not 

being able to go back to their 
parishes. Preaching the Gospel on 
social media is bringing the Gospel 
message to people where they find 
themselves. The Oblates are always 
close to the people; with social 
media the Oblates and the Gospel 
are as close as the nearest 
smartphone or tablet.” 
(https://www.facebook.com/
padresalvadorgonzalezomi/videos)

Fr. Victor Manuel Patricio Silva, 
OMI, Associate Pastor at Most 
Precious Blood Parish in Chula 
Vista, CA, publishes “Vitaminas 
para el Alma” (Vitamins for the 
soul). He states: “After it was 
announced (March 8, 2020) that we 
could not have in person masses or 
gatherings I thought about doing 
something for the people at Santa 
Rosa Church in San Fernando. I 
began to do a morning prayer 
(besides Rosaries, Holy Hours, 
Masses, Vespers, etc) by Facebook, 
thinking that the pandemic was 
going to be over in couple weeks. 
Later on, this morning prayer 
became “Vitaminas para el Alma.” 
People enjoyed it and felt united 
with the parish. It was a daily 
program through Facebook Live. 
After I moved from San Fernando 

to Chula Vista in July, I thought it 
was time to stop doing it, but people 
were calling and sending messages 
that they needed their “Vitaminas.” 
So I decided to continue it. Now I 
do it on Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday by LiveStream YouTube 
and Facebook. I do morning prayer 
and meditation of the next Sunday 
readings (Thursday: 1st reading; 
Friday: Psalm and 2nd reading; 
Saturday: Gospel) and I finish with 
a story.  Between 500 to 1000 
people follow the program. We are 
also in Instagram now.” 
(https://www.facebook.com/
preciousbloodchurch/videos) 

On the international level, there 
are many more such projects by 
Oblates to spread the GOOD 
NEWS amid the bad news we see 
each day in this critical time for 
the whole world. In a sense, they 
are simply trying to spread the 
beautiful message of St. Teresa of 
Avila when she wrote: “Let 
nothing trouble you; let nothing 
frighten you; everything passes, 
but God changes not. Through 
patience you will obtain 
everything; whoever has God is 
lacks nothing: God alone is 
enough.”

“Got a minute?” with Fr. Sal Gonzalez
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Tijuana and Belleville pre-novices accepted 
into OMI formation

(Ed. Note) At the beginning of each new year of Oblate formation, our two pre-novitiate communities celebrate 
a special ceremony to emphasize the seriousness of this step for the  young men and as a reminder that they are 
taking their first steps into their formal association with the worldwide congregation. Fr. Bill Antone, OMI, is 
director of he program in Tijuana, BC, Mexico, while Fr. Juan Gaspar, OMI, holds that role in the newly 
established community located at the National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows, Belleville, IL.

Casa Estudiantil San Eugenio de Mazenod, Tijuana
By Fr. Bill Antone, OMI

The Oblate pre-novitiate in 
Tijuana is known as the “Casa 
Estudiantil San Eugenio de 
Mazenod.” It opened its doors in 
1990 under the leadership of Frs. 
Jaime Dukowski and Russ 
Nickerson. More than 80 pre-
novices have passed through the 
4-year college level program. The 
students attend the local diocesan 
seminary fulfilling requirements 
for a licentiate in philosophy. 

Each year we celebrate the “Misa 
de Aceptación” where we receive 
the students returning from a short 
summer vacation as well as the new 
students. This year, on September 
4, because of the pandemic, we 
were obliged to limit the invitees 
practically to Oblates only. Frs. 
Jesse Esqueda, Baja Mission 
superior, Marek Stroba, Eleazar 
Manuel-Lopez and Marek Stroba 
attended, along with Victor 
Manuel Patricio and Tom Rush, 
both from Most Precious Blood 
Parish in Chula Vista. We live-
streamed the Eucharist in our own 
chapel and were very happy that Fr. 
Juan Gaspar, Director of 
Formation for the U.S. Province 
and Canada, could be with us to 
preside and preach. 

l-r: Oblates who joined the celebration: Bro. Peter Vasquez, Frs. 
Jesse Esqueda, Bill Antone, Tom Rush, Eleazar Manuel-Lopez, Victor 
Patricio-Silva, Juan Gaspar

l-r: Carlos Antonio Martínez Mena; José Hernández Ramírez; Álvaro 
Esteban Zapata Chapa; Aarón Miguel Cruz González; Fr. Bill Antone; 
Victor Izquierdo Hernández; Bro. Peter Vasquez.
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During the Mass, five young men, publicly read 
their commitment to enter wholeheartedly into the 
formation program and persevere throughout the 
academic year. They received a cross as a sign of 
their commitment. The men in this year’s program 
are new-comer Carlos Antonio Martínez Mena, 17; 
Victor Izquierdo Hernández, 23, in his third year of 

formation; and second year students, Álvaro 
Esteban Zapata Chapa, 21; José Hernández 
Ramírez, 21; and Aarón Miguel Cruz González, 29. 
Carlos, Álvaro and José are all native Tijuanans. 
Victor is originally from the state of Hidalgo and 
Aaron is from the state of Veracruz. Brother Peter 
Vasquez and Fr. Bill Antone serve as formators.  

Henry Tempier Prenovitiate Residence, Belleville
By Fr. Juan Gaspar, OMI

On the Feast of the Nativity of 
Mary, September 8, four young 
men (1st year student, Jovani 
Sandoval from California; and 2nd 
year students Pablo Henning, Luis 
Ramirez and Marlowe Romero, 
all Texans) were officially received 
into the prenovitiate program 
which relocated during the past 
summer from Buffalo, NY, to 
newly restructured quarters on the 
second floor of the Guesthouse at 
the National Shrine of Our Lady 
of the Snows in Belleville, IL. 

The ceremony of acceptance took 
place in the Shrine church in the 
presence of a good number of 
Oblates from the three Oblate 
communities in Belleville. Fr. 
Harold Fisher (Shrine Superior 
and Pastor of Holy Rosary Parish in 
Fairmont City, IL) was the homilist. 
Although the celebration was done 
with COVID-19 restrictions, all 
present had a beautiful time praying 
and sharing finger foods at the 
Shrine’s Guesthouse lobby. 

Frs. Juan Gaspar and Raul Salas 
make up the formation team at the 
Henry Tempier Prenovitiate 
Residence with much support 
from the local Oblates. The 
students attend St. Louis 
University and St. Louis 
Community College for the 2020-
2021 academic year.

l-r: Pablo Andres Henning Manrique; Marlowe Romero; Luis Ramirez; 
Jovani Sandoval 

In the acceptance ceremony at the Church of Our Lady of the Snows, 
the Formation Director Fr. Juan Gaspar, OMI, asks the prenovices to 
commit themselves seriously to the formation process.
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Weighing missionary priorities
By Fr. James Brobst, OMI, Vicar Provincial for Ministry

Belleville Fall Meeting: Art Flores discusses logistics
 with Sal Gonzalez.

A common question in our fall 
Province Gatherings and 
Superiors’ Meeting of 2020 has 
been: “How do we decide to let 
go of ministries, or take on new 
ones?” The short answer is: “It 
depends!” What it depends on 
falls into two areas. The first 
area is a set of constant values, 
and the second area is the 
unique context of each location. 
Let’s look at those two areas. 

There are three constant values 
for all our ministries: Missionary 
Identity, Community, and 
Sustainability. For the Missionary 
Identity portion, our criteria are 
directly from the 36th General 
Chapter document. They are: 
discerning the new faces of the 
poor; formation for mission; 
mission and interculturality; 
mission with youth; mission and 
social media; and mission and 
finance. These are recent 
phrasings of eternal missionary 

questions. Each of these could be 
its own article and much more. 
Suffice it to say that 

US Province leadership chooses 
to support and foster community 
in our ministry commitments. 
Individuals must decide to make 
use of those possibilities, or not. 

For example, our province has a 
significant number of needs in 
formation and higher education, 

with an exemplary institution of 
higher learning and four 
formation houses. We look to 
Zambia and the Canadian 
provinces to help with formation. 
We have very recently asked 
South Africa and Germany for 
staffing at Oblate School of 
Theology. We are also blessed by 
pastoral ministers from other 
units around the Oblate world – 
Zambia, India, Sri Lanka, Spain, 
Baja California, Poland. Sorry if I 
missed someone 

The question,“How does this 
ministry reflect our Oblate 
charism?” is always a primary 
consideration.

Community is another 
consideration. While different 
Oblates have varying ways of 
participating in community, we 
are not taking on ministries (other 
than ad personam) unless that 
new site allows for a community 
of three or more. Nor do we take 
on sites that isolate a small 
community from other Oblate 
communities. We all know that 
community can’t be forced; some 
foster it and others resist it. We 
are planning so no Oblate needs 
to live alone or be isolated except 
by his own choice. And that’s 
rarely a good choice! 

Sustainability includes three 
elements. We naturally think first of 
finances when we hear this term. 
We need to consider whether any 
ministry – Oblate, parish or other – 
can provide its own funding, or 
even contribute financially toward 
our province. Some ministries 
break even, some require subsidy, 
some bring in funds. This is to be 
expected in a group that works with 
the poor. The province (not just the 
local Oblate) can, and often does, 
choose to partially subsidize some 
ministry sites. Two more essential 
elements of sustainability are the 
number of Oblates, and their 
specific abilities. 

This dynamic creates a moving 
target. While we know the 
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Continued on p. 12
San Atonio Fall Meeting: l-r, Paul Nourie, Dave Ulrich, Tom Ovalle, 

Antonio Ponce.

numbers will be trending 
downward for a while, it’s not 
just matching numbers of Oblates 
needed with the number Oblates 
in the province. Each ministry 
needs stability in leadership over 
time, not just having a vowed 
Oblate filling a slot. We need 
members who are available, and 
capable of the ministries involved. 

Sometimes we look beyond our 
province to meet these needs.  We 
are very grateful to the all who so 
generously work with us!

Now we turn to the second major 
area – the unique context of each 
ministry. A few brief examples of 
considerations in recent changes 
might be helpful. (Many other 
considerations also played into 
each of the following decisions, 
including those listed above.)

Can a local diocese staff the 
ministries we might leave? Is local 
lay leadership well-developed? 
These were considerations in the 
difficult decision of leaving Santa 
Rosa. Sometimes a diocese wants 

us to move into a new location 
other than where we are pastoring. 
This factored heavily in our 
leaving the Kenai Peninsula in 
Alaska. Holy Angels in Buffalo 
had the burden of a massive, 
deteriorating building which could 
never be sustained or reasonably 
used by the few remaining (and 
declining) parishioners.  This was 
a primary consideration in that 
heart-wrenching decision to leave 
our oldest continuing ministry in 
the U.S. 

Two recently acquired ministries 
require fewer demands than those 
we gave up. Holy Rosary Parish 
in Fairmont City, Illinois, is a 
ministry which can support our 
work with an essentially ignored 
immigrant community in the 
Belleville Diocese. It allows for 
greater effectiveness of Hispanic 
ministry at Our Lady of the 
Snows, guaranteeing a place to 
deal with sacramental services 
such as sacrament of initiation 
and weddings which normally 
are not done at Shrines. Although 
a “one-person” ministry, the 

pastor lives at the Shrine 
Community and is not isolated. 
Our return to Precious Blood in 
Chula Vista is very intentionally 
done to give support to our 
mission in Baja, including the 
excellent work they do with 
vocations, youth ministry, 
mission trips, Come and See 
programs, and the like. 

A future ministry likelihood is to 
find a parish within reasonable 
driving distance from Tewksbury 
and Lowell. We are looking for 
more places where those who are 
not bilingual may do pastoral 
ministry, and perhaps provide 
ministerial opportunities for 
retired Oblates currently in that 
area. No specific location has 
been determined. Again, room 
for an additional chaplain and/or 
“RAM” is essential for this 
location.

In all these decisions, there is 
dialogue with: the Administrative 
Team, the USP Council, the local 
community and superiors, local 
bishops, etc. There is rarely 
complete consensus! Some want 
the province members at large to 
be more involved with leaving 
specific locations or taking them 
on. Desire for respectful 
consultation on both sides is 
valued. It also raises the sticky 
issue of how broadly to consult 
when exploring options. The 
mere question of leaving or 
finding a place often quickly 
gives rise to fear, gossip and 
rumors. The situation of 
“confidential” discussions not 
being kept confidential is 
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A very special ministry on TV
Fr. Ed Hauf, OMI, currently serving as Parochial Vicar at St. Mary’s in San 
Antonio, has been asked by Catholic Television of San Antonio to put together and 
host a new TV program for  the Communications Office of the Archdiocese. The 
program, which Fr. Ed has named Journey From Darkness To Light, is focused on 
the topic of spiritual warfare. He and his guests, members of his Deliverance team 
as well as others chosen by him from the various Archdiocesan ministries dealing 
with healing and deliverance, are exposing and teaching the many varied ways 
Satan and his army of demons and demonic spirits can enter into a person’s life, 
sometimes even in infancy, and also throughout his or her adult life, and how to 
recognize, fight, and expel those demonic forces with help from those working in Deliverance ministry.

Fr. Ed, and his well-trained team, have attended national conferences on Deliverance and Exorcism for 
several years and work daily with individuals suffering from satanic oppression and obsession helping 
them get free and healed so they may live holy and happy lives with their families. Archbishop Gustavo 
García-Siller, M.Sp.S., of San Antonio, has designated Fr. Ed as one of a small team of priests who will, 
as the need arises, be given authority to perform exorcisms in the Archdiocese. He recently gave a well-
received presentation of a successful deliverance case he worked on to a national “Go To Meeting” 
gathering of over 50 exorcists from around the country. 

His TV program can be seen in the San Antonio area by those with Spectrum Cable on channel 15, 
Monday evenings at 7:30 and Wednesday mornings at 11:30. It is also carried nationally on Roku and 
Amazon Fire Stick. If you have either of these simply go to search and type in Catholic TV SA; the 
programs will immediately appear. 

Belleville Fall Meeting: rear (masked) Bob Morin, Sandee Richards. 
Unmasked, l-4: Harold Fisher, Allen Maes, Dave Kalert, George Knab, 
Tom Singer, Tom Hayes.

unfortunately predictable in such 
emotionally charged situations. 
This has been harmful in some 
recent decisions.

In an easily predictable world, 
one could list a simple point-by-
point process of how such 
decisions are made. Perhaps the 
best answer is that in addition to 
the above, we include prayer and 
concern for all involved – 
however imperfectly – for those 
with whom we minister, for 
ourselves, and with the direction 
of the Spirit. 
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Formation during the “New Normal”
(Ed. Note) We keep hearing comments about the “new normal” that surrounds us since late last February 
when the first news of a deadly virus started to appear in the news. Every Oblate in almost every country 
of the world has had to adjust his way of doing ministry, of celebrating Eucharist, of being close to the 
people. Our houses of Oblate formation face a particular challenge as our young men have to adjust to 
new ways of following classes, building community and being introduced to hands-on ministry at a time 
of social distancing. We have asked our prenovitiate, novitiate and scholasticate communities how they 
are coping and adjust in this time of pandemic.

Life in Tijuana during 
the Pandemic

By Fr. Bill Antone, OMI

It is hard to believe how much 
our lives changed in March of 
this year. We will soon be into the 
winter season, and we continue to 
maintain distance, wear face 
masks and follow the necessary 
protocols whenever we venture 
out of the house. Mexico has been 
hit just as hard as the United 
States. As of mid-October and 
there have been 820,000 cases 
and 84,000 Covid deaths in 
Mexico, and those are only what 
have been reported. Certainly the 
numbers are higher.

The Church in Mexico has 
followed all of the restrictions, 
beginning in mid-March, 
cancelling all public ministry. 
Only recently in September are 
the church doors open again, for 
limited numbers of people. The 
archdiocese of Tijuana set up a 
“digital space” in order to live 
stream programming each day, 
and that included a space for 
religious congregations. We 
Oblates live-streamed on several 
occasions with presentations on 
the archdiocesan digital space.  

The Oblates in the parish, Frs. Jesse 
Esqueda (pastor), Frs. Lucio 
Castillo, Marek Stroba and 
Eleazar Manuel-Lopez have 
continued celebrating Mass on line 
and reaching out to the poor. 
Hundreds of grocery store gift cards, 
worth 50 dollars each, (a generous 
gift of an anonymous donor) were 
distributed to hundreds of needy 
families, dealing with unemployment 
and empty cupboards. 

Within the pre-novitiate 
community itself (the “Casa 
Estudiantil San Eugenio de 
Mazenod”), the five prenovices 
and the two formators have had 
to take care each day to follow 
the protocols and have been safe. 
The prenovices are enrolled in 
the archdiocesan seminary and 
have had to take all of their 
philosophy classes online, with 
no end in sight.  Each of them 

Top: Prenovice Aarón hard at work
Bottom: Recess! l-r, prenovices Carlos, Aarón, José  and Victor.
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spends from 9 am to 1:30 pm in 
class, participating interactively 
with their fellow seminarians and 
their professors. According to 
them, it seems that their professors 
are giving them more homework 
than when they were attending in 
person class.  

Community life, daily Eucharist 
and prayers, meals, some fun 
activities, bike rides and limited 
apostolate in the parish have 
brought everyone more together, 
and yet any trip out of the house 
takes us into the strange world of 
masked people going about their 
lives, and we with them. The 
pandemic has been humbling and 
hopefully will make us more 
conscious of our shared humanity, 
“brothers and sisters all”. 

An Evolving Formation 
Experience at the 

Tempier Community
By Fr. Juan Gaspar, OMI

Since the COVID-19 pandemic 
reality, our Prenovitiate program 
has had to adapt to the 
circumstances we were 
experiencing. We began with the 
decision to conclude the 
formation program (2019-2020) 
during the last week of Lent. Half 
of the students left, while the 
other stayed to celebrate Holy 
Week and Easter with the people 
of Holy Angels in Buffalo, NY. 

Once the students left, the 
prenovitiate program came to an 
end in Buffalo, NY, and packing 
and relocating to Belleville, IL 
was the next task. While the 

transition seemed easy in paper, 
the reality was more emotionally 
involving. The work that was 
going on at the Shrine’s 
Guesthouse to remodel the west 
wing came to a halt in July due to 
a positive case of the virus in one 
of the construction workers; this 
caused a 2-week delay in the 
work. Setting a date for moving 
into our new home was hit and 
miss.

Finally, on August 5th, Fr. 
Provincial Lou Studer blessed 
the new prenovitiate residence 
under the patronage of Henry 

Paul Tempier, the #2 Oblate in 
our congregation. 

Our current reality is that we live 
in our own private residence “a 
bubble” of the west wing in the 
Shrine’s Guesthouse. The 
students are attending St. Louis 
Community College and St. 
Louis University. Some follow 
coursework that is totally virtual 
and others attend a hybrid option. 
The prenovices constantly share 
that it is a strange experience 
being in a classroom where 
everyone only recognizes the 
eyes and the mouth coverings. 

Top: Just before dish washing time: Fr. Raul, Pablo, Marlow, Jovani, 
Fr. Juan, Luis.
Bottom: study period! Pablo, Luis, and Giovani.
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This limits relating with other 
students while relaxing between 
classes. 

Because the Illinois Metro East 
region was placed under more 
rigorous restrictions in early 
September due to the rise of 
COVID-19 cases, a decision was 
made to limit and restrict any 
socialization outside of the 
formation community to 
safeguard our community from 
any potential contagion. This 
decision places limitations and 
possibly greater stress on all 
members of the community.

Some comments from the 
prenovices themselves:
    • “At most, the most impact has 
been in ministry experience and 
the ability to network with other 
people in formation”- Luis 
Ramirez
   • …we make the best of it, 
supporting each other, through 
these times. Internal ministries 
have helped with interacting with 
others.” - Jovani Sandoval
   • “With increase quarantine and 
isolation measures, many 
meaningful social interactions 
have been limited. I am grateful 
for having people in community 
to interact and share the days 
with.”- Pablo Henning

The community has had plenty of 
time to spend intentional time 
together. There have been deeper 
conversations and newer 
awareness due to close proximity 
that was not available in Buffalo, 
NY. We are grateful for the 
opportunities to experience the 
“evolving formation” with the 
change of the times. 

Formation at Novitiate 
in the time of Covid

By Fr. Frank Kucera, OMI

On the surface, Covid basically 
enforced for us what’s already 
there, a time of isolation when we 
are invited to “go into the desert” 
to pray, reflect and discern. 
Novitiate is already an isolated 
time dedicated to step aside and 
let the Spirit lead us. 

Beyond the surface, Covid made 
us more aware of the gift of 

community life. We take more 
time at the table, share more, and 
since pastoral ministries are 
limited, it made us to be more 
creative with various in-house 
classes, manual labor outside in 
Godfrey on the farm, Zoom with 
the Inter-congregational Novitiate 
in St. Louis. Since our involvement 
with outside ministries is limited, 
we minister to one another in 
community more deeply. It also 
brought a deeper sense of 
connection with so many people, 
including our family members and 
friends, who are struggling and 
suffering because of the effects of 
Covid. We pray daily for healing 

Top: Provincial Fr. Lou Studer celebrates Mass with the novitiate 
community: l-r ChrisStreetman, Fr. Frank Kuzcera, Fr. Lou, Jan Pawel 
Szaflarski
Bottom: Work day in Godfrey -- Chris mastering the tractor; JP 
mastering the screwdriver.
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and peace and remain united with 
the world affected by current 
pandemic.  

A different rhythm of 
life at the scholasticate

By Scholastic Bro. Steve 
Montez, OMI

“I’m going to class” has taken on 
a new meaning to the scholastic 
brothers at Mario Borzaga 
Scholasticate in San Antonio. 
What used to mean walking 
across the street to Oblate School 
of Theology in the Texas sun now 
means putting on comfortable 
slippers, opening a laptop, and 
attending class via Zoom. 

“I didn’t think my last year of 
school would be like this,” says 

Herat Mondol, a scholastic from 
the Delegation of Bangladesh. In 
August 2019, he and two others 
left San Antonio for their pastoral 
year. The COVID-19 pandemic 
struck while they were in full-
time ministry and they got a full 
taste of ministering to the people 
of God from a safe social distance 
and with a face-covering. 

Returning to San Antonio, Jean 
Emmanuel Meloncourt says he 
misses most the time spent with 
classmates. Many of us agree that 
class isn’t the same without 
spending our 15-minute class 
break chatting with our diocesan, 
religious, and lay friends in the 
student lounge. 

Though we may have our 
complaints, there has been growth 

Scholastics: Rear, l-r: Bros. Moses Khisa (Kenya); Jean Emmanuel Meloncourt (US); David Chisa (Zambia); 
Zane Nong (Botswana); Solomon Gaja (Cameroon); Herat Mondol (Bangladesh); Justinus Moloi (Lesotho). 
Front, l-r: Steven Montez (US); Brandon Ontiveros (Mexico-US); Prasad Marapogu (India); Mateusz 
Garstecki (US); Henry Zayamoe (US)

in our community as a result of 
our time in this pandemic. We 
have come to rely on each other 
more for help in our classes, 
asking each other for technical 
help, theological opinions, or for 
quick tutoring.

In addition, our community time 
has become more frequent and 
more precious like when we 
returned from a 9-hour excursion 
to Canyon Lake as tired but happy 
scholastics.

All this is made easier by knowing 
that we are cared for both in-house 
and at school. Most of us can agree 
that our professors have put in great 
effort to understand and adapt to a 
new way of teaching and that our 
formators have adapted to an 
unprecedented situation.
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Fr. Pierre Kéralum, OMI – “El Santo Padre Pedrito”
By Fr. Warren A. Brown, OMI and Bishop Michael Pfeifer, OMI

An important early missionary in 
the history of the Church of Texas 
is Fr. Pierre Yves Kéralum of the 
Missionary Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate. Born in France on 
March 2, 1817, he entered the 
seminary at the age of 30 and was 
sent to Texas, along with 6 other 
young Oblate missionaries, 
immediately after being ordained 
a priest in 1852 by the founder of 
the Oblates, St. Eugene de 
Mazenod, OMI. 

The first Bishop of Texas, Msgr. 
Jean Odin, remarked to the Oblate 
superior: “The first time I met 
your Fr. Kéralum, I took a liking 
to him: he is so good, so candid 
and above all so respectful, that 
one cannot help but love him with 
a singular affection.” Everyone 
who met him had the same 
response. His fellow priests and 
visiting bishops spoke of him with 
reverence, while the Mexican 
people he served called him “el 
Santo Padre Pedrito.” His skills 
acquired as a carpenter before he 
became a priest were put to use in 
the construction of what today is 
the cathedral church and other 
church buildings in Brownsville 
and Roma. He was called upon to 
assist with building what is now 
the cathedral church in Laredo. 
But in his own lifetime he was 
most renowned for his religious 
life of humble faith and exemplary 
charity especially to the poor and 
most abandoned in the missions of 
the Rio Grande Valley in South 
Texas which today is in the 
Diocese of Brownsville.

Assigned the most difficult 
territory of the brush country 
farthest from the Rio Grande, 
Father Kéralum spent most of his 
life on horseback visiting the 
scattered ranches. He lived a life 
of great trust in divine providence 
and religious poverty which was 
outstanding in its simplicity in 
his wearing old worn-out 
cassocks and he would often 
spend the night sleeping under 
the stars. He would spend weeks 
at a time celebrating Mass and 
other sacraments, catechizing, 
praying with the sick, burying the 
dead and bringing consolation to 
poor families. 

His mysterious disappearance 
and death in 1872 caused great 
sorrow in the community. The 
trails in the brush country were 
often narrow, and Fr. Kéralum’s 
eyesight had worsened over his 
last few years. He began to 
become lost for days until finally 
finding a settlement. His superior. 

was all too aware of this, but had 
no one to take his place. Ever 
devoted to the people, Fr. 
Kéralum was last seen on 
November 12 as he left the ranch 
of “Tampacuas” near present-day 
Mercedes, Texas. 

Searches were made for him 
without any success. It was not 
until ten years later, in November 
1882, that some cowboys looking 
for lost cattle came upon a saddle 
hanging in a tree in the thick 
brush. The remains of Fr. 
Kéralum, known as the “Lost 
Missionary,” were found below 
the tree, 8 teeth, some bones, a 
chalice, paten, a box for altar 
bread, an altar stone, an Oblate 
cross, a water bottle, pieces of a 
rosary, an altar bell, a watch and 
18 dollars in silver. It was at this 
precise time that the final decision 
was being made whether to 
continue the Oblates’ mission in 
South Texas that for several years 
had been slated for termination. 
The discovery of these relics was 
immediately taken as a divine 
confirmation of the decision to 
remain. Fr. Kéralum lived to the 
maximum the prayerful wish of 
St. Eugene for his Oblates, “They 
must wholly renounce 
themselves, striving solely for the 
glory of God, the good of the 
church and the growth and 
salvation of souls.”

Fr. “Pedrito” Kéralum continues 
to be revered as a model of 

Continued on p.18
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saintly, indeed heroic virtue, and 
of selfless dedication to those 
seeking the blessing of God in 
their lives. The Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate, supported by Bishop 
Daniel Flores of the Diocese of 
Brownsville, are prayerfully 
promoting his cause to be 
declared a saint by our Catholic 
Church. The faithful are 
encouraged to pray to our 
Heavenly Father through the 

Fr. Clarence Zachman Celebrates his 
100th birthday

intercession of Padre Pedrito to 
grant the special favors of 
strength, healing, and consolation 
that they seek. It will be most 
appreciated if those receiving 
special miraculous favors would 
make them known to Fr. Roy 
Snipes, OMI, Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Parish, Mission, 
Texas olgparish@sbcglobal.net 
or (956) 585-2623.

Fr. Clarence - 100 years!!!

On November 2, 2020, Fr. 
Clarence Zachman, OMI, 
celebrated his 100th birthday. The 
senior Oblate in the US Province 
also became the youngest member 
of the 6-member club of 
centenarians among the worldwide 
Oblates of Mary Immaculate. The 
oldest is 103-year-old Canadian, Fr. 
Philippe Mongrain.

Born on a snowy day to devout 
Catholic parents in a rural 
community of Rogers, Minnesota, 
he shared family life with 3 
brothers and 3 sisters. One of his 
younger brothers, Francis, also 
became an Oblate while 3 of his 
sisters joined the School Sisters 
of St. Francis in Milwaukee. Two 
of them are still living, Sister 
Cecilia and Sister Rosalia. 

He attributes his own religious 
vocation to an encounter he had 
with Jesus at the time of his First 
Communion. Told by the nuns that 
Jesus would grant anything they 
asked for on the occasion of their 
First Communion, young Clarence 
simply asked Jesus “What do you 

want of me when I get big?” And 
Clarence is certain that there and 
then Jesus told him to become a 
priest. With the help of Jesus, he did 
exactly that. After high school, he 
entered the Oblates’ minor seminary 
in Belleville, IL. After his novitiate 
and first vows (1943), he was sent 
to Ottawa, Canada, for his 
philosophy and theology studies. 
He was ordained to the priesthood 
in 1948.

His first assignment was at the 
recently opened Oblate minor 
seminary, Our Lady of the Ozarks, 
in Carthage, MO, where he taught 
typing and religion and served as 
treasurer until 1961. In those years, 
besides keeping the books and 
keeping the seminarians and staff 
well fed, he often had to serve as 
chief maintenance person, picking 
up skills as plumber, electrician, 
groundskeeper, and general 
handyman.

His life took a totally different 
turn in 1961 when he joined the 
United States Air Force as a 
military chaplain, and for the next 

20 years was stationed in 
countries all over the world. “As 
Oblates we are called to serve the 
poorest of the poor,” said Fr. 
Clarence. “As an Air Force 
chaplain, I met many people who 
needed help, especially during 
wartime. I was honored to serve 
people serving our country.”

After his retirement from the Air 
Force in 1981, he had a couple of 
brief stints in parish work in 
South Dakota and Minnesota 
before coming to the National 
Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows 
in Belleville, IL, where he served 
as chaplain at the Apartment 
Community retirement center. 
When he moved on from that 
ministry, he spent many years 
with the pilgrimage staff at the 
Shrine, commuting there daily 
from St. Henry’s Oblate 
Residence a few miles away.

“I helped out wherever I was 
needed. I would tell the pilgrims 
that God wants me to give them a 
message – that God loves you. 
That is the Good News. Eventually 
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I developed the habit of telling 
people a simple message, ‘God 
loves you and so do I.’ I’m sure 
I’ve repeated this phrase tens of 
thousands of times. It’s such a 
simple but vitally important 
message to be reminded of.”

In January 2020, Fr. Clarence moved 
back to the Shrine where he now 
resides at the St. Francis Assisted 
Living Center, a section of the 
Esquiline Retirement Community. 

Unfortunately, the restrictions 
imposed by the Covid-19 

pandemic upset plans for a 
really big birthday celebration 
for the centenarian. Some of his 
friends and relatives had hoped 
to travel to Belleville for the 
day, but they probably could 
not celebrate with him. 
However, the local Oblates 
from St. Henry’s OMI  
Residence surprised him with 
“socially distanced” greetings 
at the front door of the St. 
Francis Center.

Two years ago, on the occasion of 
his 70th anniversary of priesthood, 

he stated: “What keeps me young 
is that I am always looking to 
improve my personal relationship 
with God. God has always had a 
plan for me. And I know that He 
will continue to have a plan for 
me for as long as I live. It's 
simple, just let God be God, 
because God is love. I am always 
being reminded of His love. God 
has taken care of me every single 
day, and He will do so for every 
day to come.”

(Some material provided by Mike Viola)

The look of a man who was truly surprised.

Fr. Elmar Mauer greets his older brother.

Cheese balls: his favorite snack....

A perfect gift for a man who loves to work outside 
with the flowers....
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New administration at OST
Fr. Ronald Rolheiser, OMI, moves to new office

After an extended process, 
Oblate School of Theology has 
announced the next president of 
the school. Dr. Scott Woodward 
began his term as president of 
the Oblate School of Theology 
on September 8, 2020. His 
official installation took place on 
October 23.

(Ed. Note) Fr. Ronald Rolheiser, 
OMI, has stepped down as 
President of Oblate School of 
Theology in San Antonio, TX. 
About his “non-retirement,” he 
wrote the following for the OST 
community, friends and 
benefactors:

For the past 15 years, I have had 
both the privilege and the 
responsibility of being the 
President of the Oblate School 
of Theology in San Antonio, 
Texas. I stepped down from that 
position last week, handing the 
keys of office to my successor, 
Dr. Scott Woodward.

I leave this office with a feeling 
of gratitude. The fifteen years 
here have been good years. I am 
proud of where the school has 
grown to, and I am happy with 
what those fifteen years have 
brought into my own life in terms 
of Oblate community, Oblate 
m i n i s t r y , f r i e n d s h i p s , 
opportunities for growth, and 
graces of every kind. I’m deeply 
grateful.

What’s next for me? The word on 
the street is that I “have retired”. 
Not exactly, and not even close! I 
have stepped down as President, 
but not into retirement. I will still be 
working, full-time, except no longer 
in administration. I will remain here 
at Oblate School of Theology as a 
full-time faculty member and will 

continue to teach within all three 
levels of our Spirituality Institute, 
particularly in our PhD program 
where I will also be directing theses. 
But the freedom from administrative 
tasks will afford me much more 
quality time to write and, beginning 

already next week, I will start to 
work on a book on what is asked of 
us in our autumn years and how, in 
the end, we are asked “to give our 
deaths away”. The book will 
complete the trilogy of The Holy 
Longing and Sacred Fire. I will, of 
course, continue to write my weekly 
column and plan a series of articles 
for The Tablet on “Chastity as our 
Lost Virtue”.

The plan is to stay here at the 
Oblate School of Theology in 
San Antonio, Texas, as long as 
my health permits me to be 
productive. I am a two-time 
cancer survivor, still undergoing 
chemotherapy, so I leave it to 
God and the wonderful cancer 
specialists in South Texas to 
determine how long that will be. 

So, I have moved offices, but not 
residences or ministry. Now that I 
am free of most administrative 
duties, I am looking forward to 
having some less-pressured time 
for prayer, for study, for teaching, 
and for writing … and especially 
for friendship and family.

Dr. Scott Woodward, new President of OST

In January of 2020, Scott was 
invited by the Board of Trustees 
to accept the position of Oblate 
School of Theology’s 19th 
President. 

Dr. Scott Woodward, who has 
been the Vice President of 
Academic Affairs and Dean the 

school for the past ten years, 
was born in Baton Rouge, LA. 
He and his wife of 42 years, 
Cathy, have three children and 
one grandchild. Scott attended 
Seattle University where he 
received a BA in Religious 
Studies (1980) and a Masters in 
Religious Education (1984). 
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After moving to San Antonio, 
he attended St. Mary’s 
University where he was a 
Distinguished Graduate with a 
MA in Biblical Theology. He 
then enrolled at Oblate School 
of Theology where he was 
awarded his Doctor of Ministry 
degree in 2004.   

OST has been home for Scott for the last 30 years. He has worked 
with the school’s Lay Ministry Programs, has directed the MA in 
Pastoral Ministry, and, prior to becoming Dean in 2010, served as 
Associate Academic Dean. He has done extensive work in ecumenical 
and interreligious dialog; teaching in the area of pastoral theology, 
including ecumenism, lay formation for ministry, Vatican II and its 
reception and Church history.  

When asked what prompted him to accept this responsibility, he 
shared: “The Oblate way of life and Charism to serve the poor and 
abandoned has kept me in the Church. It is that simple. It has 
repeatedly offered a view of Church and the gospel that focuses on 
the poor, the immigrant, the sick; not a Church triumphant, but a 
Church in service. This the Church I imagine as I read the gospels. I 
feel as if I owe a debt to those who have kept this alive and kept it 
alive in me. If the Church loses this, we lose who we are and we lose 
a valuable aspect of evangelization. I have a few years left to be part 
of helping this continue.”

The OST President’s club: l-r - Fr. Warren Brown, 
Dr. Scott Woodward, Fr. Ron Rolheiser, Fr. Bill 
Morell

Fr. Ron Rolheiser confers the Medallion of Office 
on the new OST President, Dr. Scott Woodward.

A Blessed Christmas Season and Happy New Year to all of our Oblates,
 Oblate Associates and friends!
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Inclusive Education in Tijuana Mission
By Rich Reader

We are celebrating that Fr. Jesse 
Esqueda, OMI, is the new pastor 
of Maria Inmaculada parish at the 
Tijuana Mission. Recently, we had 
an official Mass of installation. The 
amount of people attending the 
Mass was limited because of 
COVID-19; nevertheless, it was 
very joyful and lively.

The Mass was presided by the 
Bishop’s vicar and concelebrated 
by nine priests, including the Oblate 
priests at the Tijuana mission. 
During the Mass, a few rituals were 
celebrated to highlight the role of 
the pastor in the life of the people of 
God. One of the most powerful 
rituals during the celebration was 
when Fr. Webert Merilan, our 
previous pastor, gave Fr. Jesse the 
keys to the tabernacle. Father Jesse 
opened the tabernacle and with the 
Blessed Sacrament blessed the 
people for the first time as pastor. 
Fr. Webert will now be directing the 
migrant ministry of the diocese of 
Tijuana. 

At the end of the celebration, Fr. 
Jesse stated: ¨Tijuana mission 
was my first love because this 
was my first assignment after my 
ordination. In this mission, I 
learned to be a priest and Oblate 
by loving deeply the poor, the 
most abandoned and the people 
of God. Now, I will learn to be a 
pastor with your help.” 

The Oblates here in Tijuana have 
restarted their “inclusive 
education” program, formerly 
known as our school for children 

with special needs. The school shut down in 
compliance with COVID 19 mandates. In 
keeping with safe practices, the students now 
come on different days (half on Monday/
Wednesday and half on Tuesday/Thursday). 
Class sizes are limited to three students, with 
two teachers per class. There is a total of 25 
students divided into four groups per day.

During the COVID break, the teachers wanted 
to reach out to their students. But some of them 
did not have computers, and those that did, did 

not want to use them because their siblings were attending school 
virtually. Some tried using the computers at the youth center to 
develop lesson plans and send to their students, but their students 
either did not have a computer or were not capable of distance learning. 

So, the teachers and administrators used the time to develop a more 
robust curriculum. An occupational component that includes 
handicrafts and cooking activities was added. This is designed to help 
the students become more independent in their daily activities. A 
second new area involves sports and physical therapy. The school is 
fortunate to have a recent graduate of our scholarship program come 
once a week to help develop this class and personalize activities based 
on each students’ capabilities. These programs are slowly garnering 
the materials needed for the new curriculum. The school also offers 
language therapy for the students and psychological services to the 
families.  Since restarting, the students celebrated Mexican 

Fr. Jesse & Friends
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Independence Day with the mothers of the children 
providing pozole, tamales, mole, tacos, tostadas, 

flutes, sopes and more. Each student chose his/her 
own food and shared with their friends. 

aThe Oblates in Washington bade a fond farewell to Fr. Charles Hurkes, 
OMI, as he moved to Immaculate Heart of Mary Residence in Tewksbury. 
Besides editing OMI USA and other documents from the provincial office, 
Fr. Charles carefully tended the property of the provincial residence in 
Washington, DC, for the past 20 years. He will be missed by the community 
here and by the many people whose lives he touched as spiritual guide and 
father.

aFr. Bevil Bramwell, OMI, Professor of 
Theology at Catholic Distance University, 
recently authored the text, The Catholic 
Priesthood: A 360 Degree View. Bramwell did 
his doctorate on the theology of Hans Urs von 

Balthasar, particularly on his theology of the laity. He also writes regularly for 
The Catholic Thing.

aVIDA (Valley Initiative for Development and Advancement) is a community 
based 501 (c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to helping unemployed, under-
employed and low income individuals and their families escape the cycle of poverty and achieve self-
sufficiency in the Rio Grande Valley through education and training for higher-skill, higher-wage jobs. 
“We’re one of the best kept secrets in Brownsville, and really, the whole Rio Grande Valley,” said Father 
Kevin Collins, OMI, pastor of St. Eugene de Mazenod Catholic Church, who serves on the VIDA board 
of directors. He said a typical VIDA recipient is a single mother working a low-wage job to make ends 
meet who uses the program to go back to school and improve her life.

aIn this time of COVID 19, Oblates everywhere are finding the need to be creative in reaching out to 
parishioners who are at risk of the virus. Fr. Andy Sensenig, Pastor of Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish in 
the tiny town of Sarita, Texas (Pop. 270) is finding a way of doing just that. Fr. Andy has enlisted the help of 
parishioners to hand out copies of the New Testament to parishioners and others in the area who find it too 
risky to come to church during the pandemic. He and his parishioners are inspired in this outreach by the 
late Elena Suess Kenedy (of the famous Kenedy Ranch Family) who donated funds which built the current 
church and parish hall back in the mid-1980s. At a time when many older people are virtually homebound 
by their susceptibility to the virus, Fr. Sensenig feels it’s necessary to keep some physical connection 
with his parishioners. His volunteers are taking the copies of the New Testament out to relatives, friends 
and neighbors in both English and Spanish as “personal evangelizers,” reminding them that Our Lady of 
Guadalupe remains open for them (under COVID restrictions) to meet their needs.

Continued on p.24

News Briefs
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aThe Oblate Youth and Young Adult Ministry held 
a ground-breaking program of three virtual online 
conferences on September 21, October 14 and 
November 2. Each virtual conference featured a 
compelling speaker and an opportunity for youth to 
connect with like-minded individuals from around 
the country. In normal times, these events would 
have been held as live youth rallies, but the age of 
Covid-19 calls for creative solutions to the challenge 
of uplifting young people across the nation while 
maintaining safe distancing. These three virtual 
conferences brought  the events directly to laptops, 
tablets and smart phones, potentially reaching an 
even larger audience than ever before. The series 
was hosted by Fr. Jesse Esqueda, OMI. The 
featured topics were inspired by a famous quote of 
Oblate Founder, St. Eugene de Mazenod, who said, 
“We must lead people to act like human beings, first 
of all, and then like Christians and, finally we must 
help them to become saints.”

aAt the invitation of the superior of the Guatemalan 
Delegation, Fr. Vincent Louwagie, OMI, Fr. 
Salvador Gonzalez, OMI, traveled to Guatemala 
to preach the annual retreat for the delegation’s 
Oblates, scheduled for October 5-9, 2020. The 
international airport in Guatemala City recently re-
opened for travel after being closed due to 

COVID-19 restrictions. Because of delays related 
to COVID-19 testing, his arrival was delayed, so 
his first three talks were sent ahead electronically. 
He arrived only by the evening of the second day. 
The conferences were based on Pope Francis’ 
exhortation letter Gaudete et Exultate: On the Call 
to Holiness in Today’s World. 

Fred Wright, brother of Fr. Bob Wright, 
OMI, September 10, 2020, in Houston 
Texas.

Miss Jeanne C. Pinard, long-time 
collaborator with the Oblates of the 
former Northern Province, September 
27, 2020, in Dracut, MA.   

Anthony Singarayar, brother of Fr. 
Philip Singarayar, OMI, October 5, 2020 
in Colombo, Sri Lanka. 

Brother Victor Capek, OMI, November 
4, 2020, in Belleville.

REMEMBERING OUR RECENTLY 

DECEASED

NEWS BRIEFS CONTINUEDNEWS BRIEFS CONTINUED


