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Grateful for Oblates’ generosity

Positive comments about Dr. Maureen Bacchi’s 
presentation at the Fall Province meetings 

reminded me how much each one of us has been 
aff ected by the Covid pandemic and our need for 
reassurance and support in our life and ministry. 
Maureen did an excellent job in giving some 
practical ways we can reach out to one another 
to off er guidance and a listening ear. 

Recently, I introduced Tom Hayes to Bishop 
Michael McGovern, Bishop of Belleville, and his 
jaw dropped as I mentioned to him that Tom, at 93 
still is ministering to the residents at the Esquiline 
Healthcare Center…. 

From the provincial

Breakfast at Madonna Residence with l-r: Bill Davis, Mike 
Lauze, Paul Nourie & Charles Breault

The Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate 
consider life in community an essential 

part of our mission to the poor. But for obvious 
practical reasons, not every member of the 
approximately 3500 can live their missionary 
life in contact with one another. Consequently, 
just like Moses had to divide the people of Israel 
into smaller groupings (Exodus 18:25ff ), so 
too, the Oblates and other religious orders are 
divided into provinces, delegations, missions, 
districts and local communities. A “delegation” is 
a community of several Oblate communities that 
is dependent on a larger “province” community 
until it can, in a sense, be in charge of its own 
governance with direct connection to the Central 
Oblate Government in Rome.  

The delegation of Zambia, with its origins from 
a contingent of Oblates from the former U.S. 
Southern Province in 1984, has seen a marvelous 
growth in personnel and missionary outreach. 
As of the beginning of 2022, there were a total 
of 65 Oblates who have professed vows. Among 
them are 42 priests, 4 Brothers, 2 Bishops, and 
17 scholastics (seminarians in vows). It is a 
delegation of the United States Province.

On January 5, 2022, in his keynote address to 
the annual meeting of the Oblates in Zambia, 
Fr. Louis Studer, OMI, provincial of the United 
States Oblate Province, made an important 
announcement: “As some of you may already 
know, I announce to you today the exciting news 
of the beginning of a joint eff ort and commitment 
to the delegation of Zambia becoming a Province! 

A bright future for Oblates in Zambia

Continued on p. 2

Continued on p. 2
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… This is a process that will happen over a relatively long period 
of time, with a lot of important and necessary steps to be taken 
to bring it to completion.”

The Oblate Constitution and Rules give the criteria for a 
delegation to become a province (Rule 97a) A Province must 
demonstrate a history of being able to assume responsibility 
Apostolic goals for eff ective functioning of government and 
administration. This implies a sense of identity, a stated 
missionary vision, adequate leadership potential, a respect 
for cultural and ethnic diversity, and normally, the ability to 
communicate in a common language. The Province is also to 
demonstrate that these characteristics are going to continue 
into the foreseeable future.

The Oblates in the Delegation of Zambia are well on their 
way to meeting these criteria, but, as Fr. Studer mentioned, 
the process toward becoming a Province must be carefully 
thought out and brought to reality. It will not be an overnight 
process, but the process has begun! (JFA)

And Ken Hannon at Oblate School 
of Theology, having taught there 
for 47 years, has volunteered to 
serve also as Academic Dean all 
the while continuing as Professor 
of Systematic theology...

And Jesse Esqueda recently described 
for me the 12 outreach ministries: 
social, spiritual, psychological and 
even physically enriching, off ered 
through our Oblate parish in Tijuana, 
to both the parishioners and many 
migrants...

And Scott Hill continues to minister 
to the homeless, off ering hope and 
help, on the streets of Oakland many 
late evenings, alleviating some of their 
suff ering and desperation...

And John Hanley donned a hazmat 
suit at Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Residence in Tewksbury to bring 

the Sacrament of the Sick to many 
Oblates who were dying due to the 
pandemic…. 

Victor Patricio Silva sets up a 
vocation display at each of our 
Oblate meetings to remind all of 
us to ask young men to consider a 
vocation to the Oblates…. 

Antonio Ponce, Director of our post-
novitiate program in 
San Antonio, agrees 
to serve as Vice 
President of Oblate 
School of Theology 
while also serving 
on the Provincial 
Council...

And Rocky Grimard 
always off ers to 
drive me to the 
airport, despite 

all his other responsibilities as 
Assistant Treasurer…. 

These are just a few of the many 
gestures of extra ministry and great 
generosity I see as I visit – and am 
told about – what is happening in 
the province. 

When I installed Richard Kulwiec, 
Mike Amesse and Thomas 
Klosterkamp as new Superiors in 
San Antonio in September, I recalled 
that, as they generously took on this 
important responsibility, I didn’t 
reduce for any of them their current 
ministry responsibilities. Serving as 
Superior is simply ‘over and above’ 
all they are currently doing. I extend 
that gratitude to each of our Superiors 
for the important ministry they do 
in this capacity, besides all the other 
ministry responsibilities they have. 
Thank you! 

Refl ection in prayer has often 
reminded me of the many lives 
positively aff ected by the ministry of 
Oblates: a young mother whose child 
has cancer and is being consoled; a 
dying man, ill from Covid, who was 
anointed and prayed with; a teenager 
pregnant with an unwanted child; an 

Oblates in Zambia, continued from p. 1

Provincial,  continued from p. 1

St. Eugene (Will Shaw) greets Fr. Clarence Zachman on 
his 101st birthday.

Continued on p. 4
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Superior General addresses Oblates in Zambia
(Ed. Note) On January 5, 2022, Fr. Louis Lougen, 
OMI, Oblate Superior General, by Zoom addressed 
the annual gathering of the Oblates in Zambia.)

Greeting to Oblates of the Delegation of Zambia.
I have so many good remembrances of past Delegation 

Assemblies: fi rst, with Fr. Ron Carignan in 2004; later 
with Fr. Joe Phiri; then with Fr. (now His Lordship) Evans 
Chinyemba. In almost six years as provincial, I visited 
Zambia 7 times. They were wonderful experiences! So 
much hope and promise in your youthfulness, generosity 
and high ideals. We are very thankful to God for this 
growth. All of Africa is very important for the Church 
and for the Congregation.

I would like to mention three words: 
gratitude, faith and integrity.

GRATITUDE: I would like to express 
my gratitude for the commitment of the 
Oblates of the Delegation of Zambia to the 
Congregation. You have responded to the 
missionary call that I have made to serve 
God's Kingdom in other lands. Thank you 
for this courageous generosity. You also 
help in the Mother Province, the USA, and 
that is an important sign of your relationship to the 
founding Province. I also thank the U.S. Province for 
their assistance to you and for accompanying you in 
the development of the Delegation.  I would also like 
to recognize my gratitude to Fr. Raymond Mwangala 
and the member of his Council for their willingness 
to serve as Delegation leadership at this time.  We 
have a lot for which to be grateful at this time!

FAITH: We easily talk about the secularization of 
people all over the world, especially in the large cities. 
I see that we too, Oblates, Brothers and priests, are 
infl uenced by secularization. Although faith should 
be the heart of our lives, we easily drift away from 
practices of faith for other activities. We easily abandon 
prayer because we have so many responsibilities. 
On a weekend in which we have celebrated many 
Masses, too quickly we justify our lack of prayer 
by saying that we have prayed with the people. We 
say that we need to relax, unwind and chill out and 

so prayer is omitted. The true source of our life is 
God and we need to be connected to God daily in 
prolonged personal prayer and in community prayer. 

A large Unit had an assembly and began with a 
powerful "Veni Creator Spiritus." After chanting this, 
the comments I heard from the Oblates were: “Another 
meeting and a big waste of time! We are going to have 
bla-bla-bla, but no action! A small group has decided 
everything and we are here just to acquiesce to their 
program! Etc.” We had just prayed to the Holy Spirit 
and it was beautiful. But we don't believe that the 
Spirit is among us or that we are open to the Spirit. 
As you begin this Delegation Assembly, believe that 

the Spirit of God is among you. Let each 
Oblate really give his voice, his insights 
and participate with all his heart. Each 
one of you, by giving of himself to the 
process will make this an Assembly that 
matters and that refl ects a discernment 
on where the Holy Spirit is leading you.

INTEGRITY: Religious life, Brothers, 
Sisters and priests are being exposed for 
the inconsistencies in our lives, especially 
in the sexual and fi nancial spheres. The 

Holy Father just concluded the year dedicated to St. 
Joseph. He stands as a model of the integrity that all of 
us should cultivate in our lives. Integrity, transparency, 
accountability are essential in living a chaste life, 
in living the vow of poverty, in being obedient, in 
persevering in our oblation and growing in holiness. 
Integrity is coherency between who we say we are 
and what we do when no one is watching. We also 
are called to be men of integrity in our community 
life and in our life of prayer. We are men of God and 
the people look to us as men who are friends of God, 
close to God. Yet, many times we are far away from 
God; we are wrapped up in money concerns, not for 
the mission, but for personal gain; we become involved 
in bad, unchaste relationships; and we live a false 
life that only has the appearance of consecrated life.

For the fi rm foundation of a missionary Delegation, 
for a Unit that has a future, you must be Oblates who 
have faith-fi lled hearts and who are men of integrity. 
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elderly woman grateful to attend daily 
Mass; the baptism of a child whose 
mother considered abortion; the list 
is endless. 

I am especially grateful for your 
“yes” to God for your vocation 
as a Missionary Oblate of Mary 
Immaculate. I’m also grateful for 
many of you going “above and 
beyond” simply what is asked of 
you or required by the assignment 
you have been given. Here I happily 
include many of you in Reduced 
Active Ministry who pray daily 
with your brothers in community, 
often off er a listening ear, speak a 
kind word, off er a helpful gesture, 
in loving support. 

I am also very grateful especially for 
Oblates ministering in our province 
from some faraway places in the 
Congregation, from Zambia, Canada, 
Vietnam, Poland, Mexico, Sri Lanka, 
India, Haiti, who don’t get to visit 
family and friends, or their native land 
very often. This cultural diversity, 
international spirit is a great blessing 
for our province and a testament to 
the strong missionary dimension of 
our Congregation.

Keynote address of Fr. Louis Studer for the 
Zambian Convocation, January 5, 2022

l-r: Frs. Bill Woestman, George Knab, Terry Figel, Elvis 
Mwamba, and Don Dietz at Dec. 8 celebration at the Benedictine 
Living Center in Bellleville

Thank you for inviting me to address this Assembly today! 
Happy New Year to you!

As some of you may already know, I announce to you today the 
exciting news of the beginning of a joint effort and commitment 
to, the delegation of Zambia becoming a Province! I also promise 
you the support, the cooperation, the assistance of the U.S. 
Province in this united effort. This is a process that will happen 
over a relatively long period of time, with a lot of important 
and necessary steps to be taken to bring it to completion.

In my conversation with you at this Assembly, I hope to outline 
some of the many initiatives and steps that have already been 
taken, initiatives and steps that bring us to where we are today: 
the determined effort to begin the process whereby the delegation 
of Zambia will one day soon become a Province in the Oblate 
Congregation! As you already know, the General Administration 
has provided us with an important document written for the 
very purpose for which we embark on this process today.

I also promise you my own full cooperation and assistance 
throughout this process. I promise, as well, the cooperation 
and assistance of the leadership of the U.S. Province in this 
united effort!

As the document, Discerning and Sustaining Oblate Mission: 
Principles and Procedures makes clear: there are many steps required 
in this process, many questions to be answered, permissions to be 
sought, a process that needs to be carefully followed  to help ensure 

the process proceeds well and smoothly, with good 
communication  to the Oblates in both entities 
as well as to our employees, our Associates, and 
all interested parties.

The document Discerning and Sustaining 
Oblate Mission outlines some of the preliminary 
requirements in place for such a process to begin.

I will briefly summarize where we have come since 
this vital and important mission (delegation) 
of Zambia was first begun in 1984.

Provincial,  continued from p. 2
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We are celebrating 37 years of vibrant missionary 
activity in Zambia! We should all feel a lot of 
pride and a strong sense of accomplishment about 
what has been accomplished! But, having said 
that, we have much that remains to be done! 
Most important of all is not the administrative 
structure of whether Zambia is a delegation 
or a province but most important of all is the 
good ministry, vibrant community life, growth 
in the charism of St. Eugene, generous support 
and help from our Associates, from all who 

continue to collaborate with us to continue to 
make the Oblate ministry in Zambia forward 
looking, hope-filled, gospel oriented.

Permit me to briefly review where we have 
come since the foundation of this mission by 
the Southern U.S. Province in 1984.

Vocations to the Oblates in Zambia continue 
to be on the upswing. The future is bright and 
promising!

You are very generous in sending Zambian 
Oblates to the U.S. Province, and to several 
other provinces in the Congregation. This 
continues at an ever-faster pace as the years go 
by, including the initiative for Oblates to minister 
in the San Antonio Archdiocese and then their 
stipends being sent to Zambia to help continue 
the ministry in Zambia! You provide Formators, 
Pastors, Prison Chaplains, Associate Pastors, 
Professors in several provinces of the Oblate 
Congregation! Thank you for your generosity!

Continued on p. 6Fr. Sydney Musonda celebrates Eucharist at one of many 
outstations.

Children at Mary Immaculate parish in Lusaka sing Christmat songs.
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Although the only first formation program 
in Zambia is the pre-novitiate, that program 
continues to give young men the training, the 
background, the human development skills, for 
them to successfully meet the demands and 
requirements of the various Novitiate programs 
they attend in the Congregation. And, after the 
Novitiate, for the various Scholasticate programs 
as well, including our own Scholasticate in San 
Antonio.

You are continuing to expand your commitments 
in ministry, taking on new parishes, both here and 
in the United States. This is a strong testimony 
not only to your continuing generosity but also 
to your hard work, commitment to ministry, to 
the people of God! And you minister, in many 
of these places, to the materially poor. This 
is another strong indication of your readiness 
to become your own Province and follow ever 
more closely in the footsteps of our Founder!

The Oblates of the delegation of Zambia are 
young, enthusiastic, energetic, with a variety 
of skills, along with a keen pastoral sensitivity. 
This includes several Zambian Oblates who have 
the potential for future leadership. This too 
is an important dimension for consideration 
in discerning next steps for you to become a 
province. You presently have a strong, committed, 
skilled leadership team, in frequent contact with 
all the Oblates of the delegation.

One of the reasons we can embark on this 
important step today is the frequent virtual 
communication that has been taking place the 
past couple years between the Zambian delegation 
leadership and that of the U.S. Province. This 
has been a great help in building our mutual 
trust of one another, helping us to work together 
more closely and become more aware of the 
problems and issues we are facing together. I 
have learned to appreciate and respect more 
each of you currently serving on the delegation 
council and you, Fr. Raymond, as well.

Most important to be said is that today the 
delegation of Zambia and the U.S. Province 
begin a new, exciting venture together.

As we together engage in this venture, I want to 
assure each of you of our continuing commitment 
to remain focused on bringing this venture to 
a successful, fruitful completion. 

And, throughout this time and even after the 
process has been brought to completion, I 
promise you the continued financial assistance 
of the U.S. Province for your endeavors and 
plans in Zambia. 

The special, unique relationship of Zambia and 
the U.S. will continue! We rely on the assistance 
of your qualified personnel in our province, 

Keynote  continued from p. 5

2018 - 7 new priests: l-r - Frs. Bright Phiri, Elvis Mwamba, 
Morgan Musukuma, Benny Lipalata, Felix Nyambe, Godfrey 
Mwansa and Matthews Zulu.

2020 - 4 new priests: l-r - Frs. Nchimunya Haakakata, Chibamba 
Mubanga, Sidney Sakala, and Bwalya Kunda
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your students in our formation 
communities, your youth, your 
hopefulness, your enthusiasm! 
We will continue to support you 
financially, give advice where 
necessary and appropriate, 
hopefully benefiting you with 
our wisdom, our years of 
ministry, our grey hair! 

Our relationship with you over 
these past 37 years has been 
a tremendous blessing to the 
U.S. Province! As we near 40 
years together, that number so 
significant in Scripture, the time 
has come to embark upon the 
delegation of Zambia becoming 
the Province of Zambia in the 
Congregation of the Missionary 
Oblates of Mary Immaculate! I 
feel a great deal of pride as the 
Provincial who is able to initiate 
this important endeavor.

I ask each one of you to give 
it your full support, your 
strong encouragement, and, 
most important, your many 
prayers! I ask the same of the 
U.S. Province Oblates. 

I look forward to the day when 
we can announce together: 
We inaugurate today the new 
Oblate Province of Zambia, 
Province of the Congregation 
of the Missionary Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate!

Bishop Evans Chinyemba, OMI
Diocese of Mongu

Bishop Valentine Kalumba, OMI
Diocese of Livingstone

Fr. Abraham Chimese welcomes a new parishioner at Mary Immaculate Parish in Lusaka.
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The 37th CROCUS meeting was hosted by Assumption Province in Vancouver, 
Canada. (L-R): Alfred Grzempa, Provincial of Assumption; Mitch Burdzy, Provincial 
Councilor- Assumption; Luc Tardif, Provincial of Notre Dame du Cap; Louis Studer, 
Provincial of U.S. Province; Ali Nnaemeka, Provincial Councilor- Notre Dame du 
Cap; Jim Brobst, Vicar Provincial- U.S.; Warren Brown, General Councilor; Danielle 
Brisson, Admin. Assistant; Ken Thorson, Provincial, Lacombe Province. Missing due 
to illness: Richard Beaudette, Vicar Provincial, Lacombe.

Canada-US Oblate Region: a joint ministry

(Ed. Note) On January 12, 2022, 
Fr. Ken Thorson, OMI, President 
of the Conference of the Region of 
Canada and the US (CROCUS), 
together with Fr. Luc Tardif, OMI, 
the Vice-President, announced the 
choice of two sites for possible a 
possible joint eff ort in ministry 
for the provinces that make up the 
region. In their letter, they explain 
the scope of the project:

The diffi  culties of dealing with 
COVID-19 have signifi cantly 
slowed down our movement on 
completing our goal of beginning 
a joint ministry site with members 
from across the region. However, 
we are making signifi cant progress. 
This progress is very much a result 
of your participation with CROCUS 
in discerning and naming possible 
sites, any of which would be 
worthwhile of regional eff orts to 
build missionary communities. Here 
is where we now stand.

We have identifi ed two locations 
as a possible fi rst site. We intend 
to launch in the summer of 2022 
(this is not to exclude other possible 
sites in the future.). The sites are, 
Sacred Heart Parish in Edmonton, 
and a joint staffi  ng of two adjacent 
parishes in Ottawa – St Joseph’s 
and Sacré-Coeur. Both sites will 
require strong commitments to:
• Oblate Community living and 

ongoing discernment
• Collaborative team-style 

ministry, involving laity
• Missionary, forward-thinking 

perspective

• Awareness and appreciation 
of multiculturality and/or 
interculturality

• Direct ministry with the poor
 
The two parishes in Ottawa are 
quite diff erent from each other, yet 
very complementary in their ethos. 
St Joseph’s is primarily English 
speaking. It is very strong on Social 
Justice with direct ministries to 
women, and to the poor and hungry 
of the area. Sacré-Coeur (directly 
across the street from St. Joseph’s) 
is primarily French speaking and is 
highly multi-cultural. This combined 
ministry will maintain both parishes 
for the time being but work toward 
increased collaboration. Oblates 
here will live in a single community 

at Sacré-Coeur, and will need to be:
• Bilingual in French and 

English
• Capable in Youth/Campus 

ministry
• Comfortable in academic 

environments (though not 
necessarily a professor!)

• Comfortable with both 
conventional and progressive 
branches of Catholicism

• Supportive of strong lay 
leadership

 
The parish in Edmonton is central 
to ongoing eff orts at Truth and 
Reconciliation at this unique and 
diffi  cult moment in history between 
the Catholic Church and the First 
Nations not only in the Edmonton 
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Archdiocese, but across Canada. Oblates here will 
live in a single community and will need to be:
• Fluent in English; with openness to learn some 

basic First Nations language   
• Sensitivity to Indigenous (mainly First Nations 

and Metis)
• Busy living space (post-fi re renovation of the 

church has meant use of rectory/offi  ce space 
more than in the past. 

• Inner-city location

By now, each provincial leadership is to have surfaced 
2 or 3 names of potential candidates who could 
potentially serve well in one or both sites. At our 
November meeting, all the members of CROCUS 
were equally supportive of both selected ministry 
sites.  Given this, the availability of qualifi ed Oblates 
for one or the other site might well determine which 
is selected. Since this initiative was started from a call 
from CROCUS leadership to the Younger Oblates in 
the region, we want to thank them for their time and 
input into this discernment. 

Photos taken from parish Facebook pages: 
Left: Frs. Mark Blom (l) and Jesu Susai (c) celebrate daily 
Mass in temporary chapel while burnt Sacred Heart Edmonton 
church being repaired. 
Top right: Fr. Andrzej Jastrzebski preaches at a Sunday Mass 
at Sacré Coeur in Ottawa.
Bottom right: St. Joseph’s Church during a Sunday Eucharist 
in Lent.

Re-Thinking, Re-planning 2022 Convocation
By Fr. Louis Studer, OMI

The leaders for planning the Oblate Convocation met 
in San Antonio to discuss how to change the schedule, 
the timing of the conferences, adapt the technology, for 
a virtual meeting instead of an in-person April meeting 
of U.S. Oblates in Belleville, as originally planned. 
Due to the increase of the spread of the omicron virus, 
the Provincial Council made the decision to change 
to a virtual meeting in late January.

The Convocation will begin on Monday evening, 
April 18, with a special opening Prayer Service led 
Provincial, Fr. Louis Studer, OMI. Tuesday morning, 
Superior General, Fr. Louis Lougen, OMI, will be the 
Keynote Speaker with Q & A following his address. 
Other speakers during the convocation with schedules 
yet-to-be-announced are John Mark Falkenhain, OSB, 

Continued on p. 10



OMI/USA /10                    

and Bro. Paul Michilenko, ST, both 
of whom will speak on topics related 
to the theme, “Renewing Ourselves 
in the Spirit of Our Vocation.”

Oblates and members of the Oblate 
Family are invited to attend via 
streaming video, or at one of four 
regional sites where the convocation 
will be streamed: Immaculate Heart 
of Mary Residence in Tewkesbury, 
MA; Whitley Center at OST, 
San Antonio, TX; King’s House 
Retreat Center, Belleville, IL; and 
a conference center (TBA) in San 
Diego, CA. There may also be 

held at each of the three upcoming 
Canadian Province Convocations 
which will include representatives 
of the U.S. Province.

local gatherings centered 
on the convocation themes 
for prayer, socializing and 
meals. 

All four Provinces in 
the Canada-U.S. Region 
will be represented at the 
convocation in order to have 
an open forum regarding 
the future of Oblate 
ministerial presence in the Region, 
as well as to entertain thoughts 
and ideas about administrative 
re-structuring. This will be the 
fi rst such discussion held in 2022, 
with additional conversations to be 

Convocation,  continued from p.9

Provincial visits Oblates in 
Minnesota

Oblates also minister in St. Paul, MN, at three parishes. 
Fr. Mike Powell, OMI, is pastor of St. Casimir and 
St. Patrick parishes in St. Paul and Fr. Cyprian Czop, 
OMI, is associate pastor and also ministers at Holy 
Cross Parish in northwest Minneapolis to Polish 
immigrants. Oblates have staff ed St. Casimir Parish 
for over 100 years.

After 22 years ministering at the Vatican, Fr. Hank 
Lemoncelli, OMI, has returned to the province! He 
continues ministering at Christ the King Retreat 
Center in Buff alo, MN.  On hand to greet him upon 
his return is the preaching team at the retreat center 
and U.S. Provincial. Fr. Hank lived at the Oblate 
General House in Rome and worked at a dicastery 
at the Vatican until his required retirement there. He 
is well known for his preaching ministry and retreats 
to religious. Welcome back, Hank!

(L-R): Br. Dan Bozek, Frs. Louis Studer, Hank Lemoncelli, Lon 
Konold, Sr. Brenda Rose Szegedy, OSF, Fr. Dick Sudlik, Director.

(L-R): Provincial Fr. Louis Studer, Frs. Dwight Hoeberechts 
(visiting the Oblate community), Fr. Powell, Fr. Czop.

Planners: l-r - Frank Santucci, Antonio 
Ponce, Lou Studer, David Muñoz
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Bro. Floriberto González Castañeda, OMI, 
professes fi rst vows
By Fr. William Antone, OMI

Floriberto “Beto” González 
Castañeda, professed his fi rst vows 
as a Missionary Oblate of Mary 
Immaculate on January 1, 2022, 
in Guatemala. Celebrating with 
him, were novices  Robinson Silva 
V. (Bolivia), Cristian Mozombite 
C. (Peru), Jassiel dos Santos S. 
(Brazil), and Cleber da Silva 
(Brazil). Beto is in fi rst formation 
under the auspices of the United 
States Province. He completed his 
pre-novitiate preparation in 2020 
at the Casa Estudiantil Eugene de 
Mazenod in Tijuana, and he will 
now continue his theology studies 
in Mexico City as a member of the 
scholasticate community. The novice 
master in Guatemala is Fr. Martin 
Lacki (a member of the Mexican 
Province, originally from Poland) 
and the associate novice master 
is Fr. Alberto Montiel (originally 
from Argentina). Present for the 
celebration were U. S. Oblates, 
Frs. Victor Manuel Patricio, Juan 
Gaspar and Bill Antone.

Beto was born in 1985 in Alacatlatzala, 
in the southern state of Guerrero, 
Mexico. He is the second oldest in 
his family of 8 children. At a young 
age in Guerrero, Beto worked as a 
taxi and bus driver. At 20 years of age, 
in 2005, he migrated to the United 
States and found work in New York 
City, fi rst in a pizzeria and then for 
many years in an electronics store. 
He spent 10 years in New York City. 

Beto participated in his local parish 
in upper Manhattan, the parish of 

the Ascension. His participation 
included the young adult group, 
lector ministry and charismatic 
renewal. In 2009 he went on a retreat 
at the Centro Católico Carismático 
in the Bronx which changed him 
profoundly and he began to focus 
his life on God. At one point, he 
sensed a call to religious life, and 
after some initial contact with the 
Franciscans, he approached Fr. 
Daniel LeBlanc, OMI, who resides 
and serves at Ascension parish while 
representing Oblates and religious 
at the United Nations in New York. 
Beto assumed that Daniel was a 
diocesan priest and was surprised 
to learn that he was a Missionary 
Oblate. He applied to the Pre-
novtiate in Tijuana, was accepted 
and made the long trip across the 
country and across the border. After 
four years of philosophy study in 
Tijuana, Beto received a licenciate 

in philosophy from the archdiocesan 
seminary and then entered the 
novitiate in January 2021. 

Beto will now continue his studies 
in Mexico City. From his days in 
Tijuana and during his novitiate, 
Beto has been well-regarded as 
generous in his service, with a 
big heart for the poor and a hard-
working student. The Oblates of 
the U.S. Province will continue to 
accompany Beto during the coming 
years. All who have had the good 
fortune to meet and get to know 
Floriberto are very happy about 
his perseverance and recent fi rst 
profession of vows as an Oblate. 
We wish him and the other novices 
much Peace and Joy as Oblates!

Present for the fi rst vows were, l-r: Frs. Victor Patricio, Juan Gaspar and William 
Antone to welcome Floriberto as a member of the U.S. Province.
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Brother Peter Vásquez, OMI, 
takes leave of Tijuana

By Fr. William Antone, OMI

After almost 25 years, Brother Peter 
Vasquez, OMI, has taken leave of 
Tijuana and has moved to Madonna 
Residence in San Antonio. There were 
numerous farewell gatherings, both in 
Mexico and in Southern California.  
Fr. Art Flores, Vicar Provincial, led 
the main farewell celebration in the 
parish of Maria Inmaculada in Tijuana 
on January 16, 2022. 

One of 19 children, Brother Peter was 
born in 1938 in Brawley, CA, a town 
surrounded by the rich agriculture of 
the Imperial Valley. At around 21 years 
of age, he felt a call to serve God, 
but not a call to the priesthood. To 
his delight, while walking along in 
Brawley, he happened upon a brochure 
that had been tossed aside that 
described the life of an Oblate Brother. 
He was thrilled to think that this was 
perhaps his calling! He spoke with a 
young Oblate, Fr. Luis Valbuena, at 

St. Margaret Mary parish in Brawley. 
Shortly thereafter, he entered Oblate 
formation and professed his fi rst vows 
in 1962. His fi rst assignment was to 
Mount Mary Immaculate Retreat 
Center in Lafayette, CA. 

From 1970 to 1982, he served at Santa 
Rosa Parish in San Fernando. His 
next assignement took him across the 
border to Mexicali where he worked 
with Fr. Robert Callahan, OMI, at 
Santa Cruz parish. In 1984, the two 
Oblates moved to a rural agricultural 
area, the Valley of the Trinity, about 
150 miles south of the U.S.-Mexico 
Border, where they worked together 
building up the Church in at least a 
half dozen remote and neglected 
communities. During their fi rst 
year they lived without electricity. 
They ministered also among two 
impoverished groups of indigenous 
who reside in the Valley of the Trinity.   

In 1988 Brother Peter moved 
to Mary Immaculate Parish in 
Pacoima, CA, where he worked 
with Fr. Jim Dukowski, OMI, to 
launch the new pre-novitiate for 
the Western Province, precursor 
of the pre-novitiate in Tijuana. 
He remained at Mary Immaculate 
Parish in Pacoima until 1997 
when he was assigned to the Casa 
Estudiantil pre-novitiate in Tijuana. 
In 2002 he moved to the parish of 
San Eugenio in La Morita, Tijuana, 
and then recently returned to the 
pre-novitiate in 2018.

Brother Peter has endeared 
himself to innumerable people. 
His closeness to the people, simple 
lifestyle and pastoral sensitivity 
are very real, and he is always 
there to be of service in many 
ways: listening, cooking, baking, 
cleaning, providing song and music 
at Mass, leading para-liturgies, 
giving refl ections, accompanying 
the bereaved, working the booths of 
parish fi estas, supporting his brother 
Oblates, community organizing 
and sharing many stories and 
jokes. He has responded to the 
vocation as an Oblate Brother in 
a very authentic way, taking the 
time to renew himself in the spirit 
of today’s Church. His missionary 
Oblate presence leaves us with an 
example of faithfulness, hope, joy 
and charity. Blessings, Brother 
Peter, as you begin a new stage in 
your Oblate life!  Brother Peter addresses those who came to the Mass celebrating his years of service in 

Tijuana and to wish him well for the future.



OMI/USA /13 

Provincial Council visits NOLA
Each year, the Provincial Council 
of the U.S. Oblates meets away 
from Washington, DC, r to view 
fi rsthand the ministries of Oblates 
in various areas of the province. On 
December 6-9, 2021, they met in 
New Orleans, LA.

Oblates ministering in New Orleans 
invited the Provincial Council and 
assistants to lunch at their home 
in the French Quarter, the Shrine 
of St. Jude.

The New Orleans Oblates briefl y 
described their ministries at the 
Shrine and two parishes, as well as 
their ministries of feeding the poor 
and homeless, hospital ministry and 
high school chaplaincy.

(L-R): Oblates Don McMahon, Tony Rigoli, Art Flores, Mr. Ron Richards, Assistant 
Sandee Richards, Oblates Emmanuel Mulenga, Louis Studer, Mark Dean, Ray Cook, 
Jim Brobst, Jim Chambers, Antonio Ponce, Dwight Hoeberechts.

Brother Peter has helped guide many prenovices in Tijuana with his with and wisdom. 
In a farewell portrait: front, l-r: Julian Cruz, Kevin Mazariegos, Bro. Peter, Aarón 
Cruz. Rear, l-r: Álvaro Zapata, Victor Izquierdo, Fr. Bill Antone, Carlos Martínez, and
Fr. Eleazar Manuel-Lopez A portion of the heart of St. Eugene de 

Mazenod is preserved in a chapel at the 
OMI General House in Rome. 



OMI/USA /14                    OMOMOMOMMOMOMMOO I/I/I//I/II//I//I/USUSUSUSUUSUUUUUUU AA A A AAAA /1/1/1/1/1/1//1/ 444444444           

Chula Vista parish: 50 years celebrating the 
Santo Niño de Cebú

When Filipino Catholics 
immigrated to the United 

States, they brought with them 
their strong faith and a centuries-
old devotion to Jesus under the 
title of the Santo Niño de Cebú. 
The original statue of the Child 
Jesus, dressed in regal clothing, 
was a gift from the explorer 
Ferdinand Magellan to Raja 
Humabon and his chief consort 
on the occasion of their baptism 
in 1521.

Most Precious Blood Parish, in 
the diocese of San Diego, CA, has 
a large group of Filipino faithful 
who this year celebrated the 50th

year of their solemn fi esta in honor 
the Señor Santo Niño. On January 
15, 1972, the fi rst and only Santo 
Niño fi esta in San Diego County 
was celebrated. This year, to mark 
the 50th anniversary, Bishop 
Robert McElroy of San Diego 
presided at a festive Mass in the 
parish hall. Concelebrating with 
him were several Oblates: Frs. 
Paul Dass Selvaraj and Steven 
Montez (respectively pastor 
and associate at the parish); 
Arthur Flores (Vicar Provincial); 
William Antone (director of the 
prenovitiate in Tijuana); and 
several priests of the diocese of 
San Diego.

The celebration takes place 
each year on the third Sunday 
of January, to coincide with 
the fi esta taking place in the 
Philippines. In the early years, 
it was a county-wide event, but 

over the years, other parishes in 
the area have begun their own 
celebrations. At Most Precious 
Blood, the Santo Niño group is led 
by Andrew Tenchavez (president) 
and Liberty Cruz Nelson (vice-
president), along with many 
volunteers.

The Santo Niño Fiesta is always 
celebrated with a banquet after 
the mass. The one legacy that 
continues until today is that food 
and refreshment will always be 
off ered free of cost to any devotees 
celebrating the fi esta.

The fi esta began with a procession 
around the church property to 
the parish hall for the Eucharist. 
Adults and children provided 
music and dancing for the 

procession, the Mass and 
afterwards. Because of Covid, the 
banquet was catered in individual 
boxes to avoid contamination. 

In 2015, the faithful broke ground 
for a beautiful Santo Niño Grotto 
on the church grounds. It was 
dedicated by Bishop McElroy 
on January 17, 2017. Every day, 
people visit the grotto and often 
leave fl owers. The parish also has 
an outside shrine to Our Lady of 
Fatima and a perpetual adoration 
chapel. One person from a 
diff erent parish comes often to 
Most Precious Blood which she 
calls: “My spiritual playground.” 
(Thanks to Deacon Ruben Pelina 
and Liberty Cruz Nelson for 
information and photos.)

Frs. Paul Dass Selvaraj 
(Pastor) & Steven Montez 
(Associate) wait for the 
banquet to begin.

Before the Mass, the 
Santo Niño procession 
around the parish 
property.
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Oblates in D.C. host Nicaragua’s exiled bishop

The Oblate Community in Washington, D.C., was 
host to Nicaraguan Bishop Silvio Baez the weekend 
of November 6-8, 2021. His visit was sponsored by 
the USCCB Offi  ces of International Justice and Peace, 
and the Church in Latin America Offi  ce which is 
directed by Fr. Leo Perez, OMI. The purpose of the 
visit was to highlight the suff ering of Nicaraguans, 
which CBS’s 60 Minutes reports is now the second 
poorest country in the Western Hemisphere. Bishop 
Baez denounced the eroding socio-political climate of 
President Daniel Ortega’s dictatorship. Ortega came 
to fame as a liberator of the Somoza dictatorship, but 
he has now become the tyrant he replaced. 

Visiting during Nicaragua’s Presidential election, 
Bishop Baez denounced the election as a farce which 

Bishop Silvio Baez (left) confers with Archbishop Timothy 
Broglio of the Archdiocese for the Military Services USA. Broglio 
is a member of and past Chairman of the USCCB Committee on 
International Justice and Peace.)

San Diego’s Bishop Robert McElroy blesses the sacred images. Santo Niño Shrine established in 2017.

Most Precious Blood, Chula Vista, CA, OMI Associates with 
Oblates Paul Selvaraj, Steven Montez, Peter Vasquez & Bill 
Antone, November 2021.

Ortega forces would win because of their beating and 
imprisoning all the political opposition candidates. 
The visit included meetings with Church offi  cials and 
a Mass with the Nicaraguan diaspora at the Basilica 
of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. 
Many of those who attended are political refugees, 
and some were also victims of torture at the hands of 
the Ortega regime. Bishop Baez himself has had to 
live in exile since the U.S. Ambassador to Nicaragua 
made know the intelligence which exposed a plot to 
assassinate him. Called to the Vatican by Pope Francis, 
who felt there were already too many martyrs from 
Central America, Bishop Baez has now moved to 
the U.S.A. to use his prophetic voice to condemn the 
eroding human and civil rights in Nicaragua.
          -Leo Perez, OMI



OMI/USA /16                    OMI/USA /16                   

(Editor’s Note: The Oblate Mission 
in Turkmenistan receives fi nancial 
support from the U.S. Province of 
the Missionary Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate.)

Ashgabat (Agenzia Fides) - The 
presence of the Catholic Church 
in Turkmenistan “is a very humble 
little fl ock in a land with an Islamic 
majority and for this reason it 
must keep a low profi le, but this 
does not represent a limit for the 
proclamation of 
the Good News 
of the Kingdom 
of God”. 

This is what 
Father Andrzej 
Madej, of the 
Oblates of Mary 
I m m a c u l a t e 
(OMI), Superior 
of the Missio 
sui iuris of 
Turkmenistan, 
tells Fides. 
Speaking at the 
recent webinar 
“The mission of 
evangelization 
in Central Asia in times of Evangelii 
Gaudium - Context, diffi  culties, 
perspectives”, promoted by the 
Pontifi cal Missionary Union, Father 
Madej points out that the celebration 
of the liturgy in various languages 
represents the fi rst and most 
important aspect for evangelization: 
“Every Sunday we celebrate the 

Eucharist in Russian and in English 
in our chapel in Ashgabat, for 
diplomats and workers from other 
countries, but we also read the 
Gospel in Turkmen, because we 
realized that the Russian language is 
spoken less and less today. We also 
have a catechumenate path, which 
sometimes lasts up to three or four 
years, because if we realize that 
people are not ready, we prefer to 
wait before administering baptism. 
We often organize meetings in the 

homes of Catholic families, we 
promote meetings dedicated to 
children, we visit people in hospitals 
and nursing homes. We also go to 
other cities and villages, sometimes 
even just to make friends”.

In addition to the more traditional 
forms of evangelization, there 
are initiatives that recall that 

“missionary creativity” to which 
Pope Francis refers in “Evangelii 
Gaudium”: “It may seem strange, 
but one of the means that allow us 
to speak about God to the people of 
Turkmenistan is a car: people often 
ask us for a 'ride' and this represents 
a wonderful opportunity to talk 
to them about God. We take the 
opportunity at any time to proclaim 
the Gospel, for example during 
diplomatic receptions in which I 
take part as 'attaché' of the Vatican; 
or during television interviews that 
we release or during weddings and 
funerals, when the fl oor is given 
to those present to congratulate 
the bride and groom or remember 
the deceased person. People listen 

with interest: 
everyone wants 
to talk about 
faith, conscience 
or religion. 
There is a lot of 
attention to what 
Catholic priests 
have to say”.

The area 
surrounding the 
chapel of the 
Transfi guration 
of the Lord, in the 
capital Ashgabat, 
is also used as 
an opportunity 
where to meet: 

New creative forms of 
evangelization in Turkmenistan

Photo taken during November 
2019 visit by members of US 
Province administration team: (L-
R): Fr. Jerzy Kotowski, Fr. Rafal 
Chilimoniuk, Fr. James Chambers, 
Fr. Andrzej Madej, Fr. Pawel 
Zajac, Fr. Louis Studer, Fr. James 
Brobst. 
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“In our courtyard, in an area very close to the road, 
we built a grotto dedicated to Mary Immaculate and 
we noted with great joy that Muslims also stop there 
to pray. Furthermore, we have organized a space 
where children and teenagers can circulate safely 
with their bicycles or can leave them in custody, like 
a real parking lot. In this way, even those who are 
not Catholics have the opportunity to get closer and 
get to know us”, concludes the Superior.

The Turkmen Catholic community is made up of 
about 250 faithful, who gather in the chapel of the 

Transfi guration of the Lord, in the capital Ashgabat. 
Two Oblate priests of Mary Immaculate lead this small 
group. The local Catholic Church was born again in 
1997, when John Paul II established the Missio sui iuris
of Turkmenistan. For thirteen years, the presence of 
the Oblates was admitted only as a “representation of 
the Vatican Embassy”. At fi rst, people met in private 
homes and mass was celebrated in the diplomatic 
territory of the Apostolic Nunciature of Ashgabat. In 
2010 the Turkmen government offi  cially recognized 
the Catholic presence. (LF-PA) (Thanks to Agenzia 
Fides, 18/10/2021)

Caught on camera here and there!

Ron Harrer, Andy Lawlor & Tom Hayes enjoy Dec. 8 celebration 
in Belleville.

l-r: Dave Kalert, Joe Hitpas, Dale Schlitt & Allen Maes at the 
Dec. 8 celebration in Belleville.

In December, 
parishioners at 
Sacred Heart in 
Oakland celebrated 
the 50th priesthood 
anniversary of 
Pastor, Fr. Bill 
Mason, OMI.

Oblates from Mexico, Brazil, Guatemala and the USA celebrated 
the fi rst vows of novices in Guatemala on January 1, 2022. 
Center: Provincial of Mexico, Fr. José Ariel Martínez.
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Oblate Constitution 43
We will keep alive the memory of our deceased and not fail to pray for 
them, faithfully offering the suffrages prescribed on their behalf.

l-r: Fr. Patrick Healey died in Cambridge, MA, on January 12, 2022.
Bro. James Lucas died in Lowell, MA, on January 16, 2022

Fr. Leo Dummer died in San Antonio, TX, on February 4, 2022

Please remember in prayer recently departed family and friends
James Bot, former Oblate scholastic (Novitiate, 1962-63), 
died on July 13, 2021, in St. Paul, MN.

Annamay Conserva, mother of Fr. Stephen Conserva, 
OMI, died on August 25, 2021, in Lowell, Massachusetts.

Rita Morency, sister of Fr. Robert Lacasse, OMI, of the 
Province of Bolivia, died in Lewiston, Maine on September 
14, 2021. 

Theodore H. Cholewinski, a former Oblate priest, died 
on October 2, 2021, in Fond du Lac, WI.

Doreen F. Chambers, sister-in-law of Fr. James Chambers, 
OMI, died on November 7, 2021, in Belleville, IL.

Robert Hauf, brother of Fr. Ed Hauf, OMI, died on 
November 13, 2021, in St. Louis, MO.

Ralph Ruhmann, brother of Bro. Tom Ruhmann, OMI, 
died on November 28, 2021, in Maryville, IL.

Roland Durette (former OMI novice) and brother Fr. 
Roberto Durette, OMI, died on December 4, 2021 in 
Wisconsin.

Helen Dolan, sister of  Fr. Jerome Novotny, OMI (Japan), 
died December 6, 2021.

Jim Duff y, brother of the late Oblate Bishop Paul Duff y, 
OMI, died on December 8, 2021, in the Massachusetts.

Raymonde Jeanne LeVoyer-Lau, mother of Fr. Jack 
Lau, OMI, died on December 14, 2021, in Bessemer, 
Alabama. 

Eugene John Bergkamp, brother of Fr. Roger Bergkamp, 
OMI, died on Tuesday December 21, 2021 in Pond Creek, 
Oklahoma. 

Miguel Flores, uncle of Fr. Art Flores, OMI, passed away 
on January 13, 2022 in San Antonio, TX.

Bob Hilz,   brother-in-law of Bishop Michael Pfeifer, OMI, 
died on January 24, 2022, in Tucson, AZ.

John Szklarski, brother of the late Bro. Tony Szklarski, 
OMI, died on January 11, 2022, in Fargo, ND.

Sister Jeanne Bouchard, SSCh, sister of Father 
Lucien Bouchard, OMI, died on January 29, 2022, 
in Massachusetts.

Richard M. Harvey, brother of Fr. Wilfred Harvey, 
died on January 31, 2022, in Salem, MA.
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Remembering our deceased Oblates
In many Oblate communities, during one of the daily community gatherings 
for prayer, someone reads the names of those Oblates whose anniversary 
of death it is. Of course, in the month of November, the whole Church 
remembers the deceased in special Masses and prayer services. 

A tradition among the Oblates, dating to the early days of the Congregation, 
is that on either November 2 or a day close to it, the communities pay 
a visit to cemeteries where Oblates are buried. There are cemeteries 
actually owned by the Oblates in San Antonio, TX; Belleville, IL; 
Tewkesbury and Chelmsford, MA. 

On November 2, 2021, Oblates and friends came together at the cemetery 
located behind Oblate School of Theology to remember and honor the 
360 or so Oblates buried there with a Mass presided by Fr. Charles 
Banks, OMI. (see photo below)

In Belleville, on November 3, Oblates from all the local communities 
in that city, as well as the prenovices and novices, came together in 
the cemetery behind St. Henry’s Oblate Residence for prayer led by 
Fr. David Kalert, OMI.

Fr. John Hanley, OMI, reports that in Tewksbury where there is a large 
Oblate cemetery behind the Immaculate Heart of Mary Residence, there 
has been the custom of having a Mass of remembrance on the Saturday 
closest to Veterans’ Day (also in November), with the presence of family 
members and friends. At Saint Joseph’s Cemetery in East Chelmsford, 
MA, where many members of the former Norther U.S. Province are 
buried, there is Mass on Memorial Day in May.

St. Eugene de Mazenod’s 
fi rst emotion, when he 
lost to death his sons and 
companions, was desolation.  
Consolation followed with 
a sense of their continued 
presence to us in the Lord: 
“Now we have four in 
Heaven; this is already a nice 
community.  They are the 
fi rst stones, the foundation 
stones of the edifi ce which 
must be built in the celestial 
Jerusalem; they are before 
God with the sign, the 
character proper to our 
Society the common vows of 
all her members, the practice 
of the same virtues.  We 
are attached to them by the 
bonds of a particular charity; 
they are still our brothers, 
and we are theirs; they dwell 
in our mother house, our 
headquarters; their prayers, 
the love which they keep for 
us, will draw us one day to 
them so as to dwell with them 
in the place of our rest. I 
presume that our community 
must be placed quite close to 
our Patroness; I see them at 
the side of Mary Immaculate 
and, consequently, close to 
our Lord Jesus Christ whom 
they have followed on earth 
and whom they contemplate 
with delight.”

(To Father Courtes, July 22, 
1828)
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(Ed. Note) Fr. Diego Sáez, OMI, the Oblate at the 
General Administration in Rome whose ministry 
is promoting the causes for beatifi cation and 
canonization of some of our Oblate ancestors, as 
well as keeping us informed of other “OMI heroes,” 
posted on Facebook the story of an Oblate who died 
helping the sick in a much earlier pandemic. January 
10 was the anniversary of the death of Father 
Joseph Théodore Martial Capmas (1791-1831). In 
this time of pandemic when many Oblates are still 
risking their lives to serve their stricken people and 
often, their Oblate 
brothers, it is 
worth noting that 
they have a model 
from another 
pandemic.

Fr. Joseph 
T h é o d o r e 

Martial Capmas 
O.M.I. (1791-1831) 
had been a diocesan 
priest of Montpellier 
diocese and entered 
the Missionary 
Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate in 1828. 

Fr. Capmas had 
considerable success 
as a popular mission 
preacher in France. 
Apart from his 
preaching, he took 
on the ministry of chaplain to the infectious diseases 
hospital, the “Lazaret” in Marseilles. 

In late 1830 a serious epidemic of cholera broke out 
among soldiers. Realizing that the men were dying 
in isolation at “Lazaret”, Fr. Capmas volunteered 
to go into quarantine with them. Fully aware of the 
great risk, he placed himself at the total disposition 
of the dying. He fel. victim to the epidemic and died 

January 10, 1831.

Fr. Joseph Hippolyte Guibert O.M.I. (1802-1873), the 
future Cardinal Archbishop of Paris, said: “I regard 
him as a true martyr of charity.”

Saint Eugene de Mazenod wrote: "So now we are left 
without one of our best members, a man capable of every 
form of ministry, while remaining simple and obedient, 
ever ready to do his duty and to do it well and having no 
more pretentions than a child. Praise the Lord! It will be 
our refrain in times of adversity and of the worst affl  ictions 

as in times of prosperity 
and consolations. 

[...]The Lord will 
have looked kindly 
on the charity that 
spurred him to ask for 
the favor of enclosing 
himself in the isolation 
hospital to lavish the 
graces of his ministry 
on the many soldiers 
stricken with the 
epidemic from Africa. 
Finally, he died in the 
bosom of the Society, 
and this is a sign of 
predestination. It 
only remains for us 
to apply in his favor 
the suff rages he has a 
right to and by whose 
means his soul will 

enter all the sooner into the full possession of that God 
who is so good, so faithful to his promises, who was 
the lot chosen for him and who must be his reward" 
(To Father Tempier, in Oblate Writings 8 , No 381).

An Oblate responded to an 1831 epidemic

Photo above: Filipino Oblates Frs. Eduardo 
Vasquez and Rey Amancio visit the sick in Manila...
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The RAM’s Corner

On the road with Fr. George Knab, OMI
“Reduced Active Ministry” is 
obviously a relative term, open to 
diff erent interpretations both from 
our Oblate superiors and individual 
Oblates. Fr. George Knab, OMI, at 
age 82 lives at St. Henry’s Oblate 
Residence in Belleville, IL. Born in 
Buff alo, NY, the oldest of 8 siblings, 
and a graduate of Bishop Fallon 
High School taught by the Oblates, 
he has led and continues to lead a 
very active priestly ministry since 
his ordination in 1967. 

George looks back with satisfaction 
at 4 years in youth ministry, 7 
years as a hospital chaplain, 13 
years as a parish priest, 3 years 
in shrine ministry, and 26 years 
as an itinerant preacher of parish 
missions and retreats. 

Since 1987 until the present, he has 
preached 335+ missions all over the 
United States. He used to preach 
approximately 12 missions per year, 
but since the onset of Covid-19, that 
number has been cut in half. He 
off ers parishes a choice of several 
possible themes, e.g.: Symphony of 
Faith; the Face of the Father’s Mercy; 
Call to Worship (Roman Missal); 
Rosary Renewal; Simply Live! 
(Ecological Conversion). His most 
popular theme, Experience of Hope, 
has been presented 67 times. It is a 
proclamation of the basic good news 

of God’s love that brings healing and 
forgiveness; celebrated during the 
Eucharist, it urges everyone to be 
missionary disciples. The Rosary 
Renewal is the second most popular 
theme (64 times).

Almost every weekend, when not 
conducting a parish mission, George 
is driving or fl ying, literally coast 
to coast, to preach appeals for 
Unbound in parishes. Since 1999 
he has 441 appeals for Unbound, 
27 of them since January 1, 2021. 

Guided by Catholic social teaching 
Unbound is a lay organization 
founded in 1981 that has developed 
a highly personalized sponsorship 
program that helps children and 
elders among the very poor (in 19 
diff erent countries) break free of 
the bonds of poverty. Sponsorship 
connects two individuals across 
geographic, economic and social 
divides. It enables a relationship to 
develop that’s based on listening, 
encouragement and mutual respect. 
Involving a monthly contribution of 
$40, the program provides benefi ts 
like good nutrition, basic health 
care, clothing, family assistance, 
and for the young, an education 
that can be a path out of poverty.

Sponsorship also involves prayer 
and writing letters back and forth. 

George states: “As an Oblate priest I 
fi nd preaching for Unbound at Mass 
to be a fulfi lling experience. After 
proclaiming the Word of God as 
living and eff ective, I celebrate the 
Eucharist, off er Holy Communion 
and then see immediate results as 
people go to display tables and select 
a child or elder with whom to have 
a mutually enriching relationship 
in Christ. Ongoing conversion is 
happening before my very eyes. I 
like that.”

George currently has two sponsored 
friends, Itzel Paola Alvarado 
Espinoza, 16, in Costa Rica, and 
Axel Godoy, 9, in Guatemala. “I 
joined Unbound awareness trips 
to both countries where I met 
each of them. I also visited El 
Salvador and Kenya where I met 
Rachel Nyaga whom I sponsored 
until she completed junior college. 
Unbound, which keeps track of 
these matters, notes that a total of 
15,150 children and elders have 
been sponsored in response to my 
appeals. I give credit to the Oblates 
who have encouraged me to support 
the laity and give preference to the 
poor ‘with their many faces.” For 
more info go to https://unbound.
org/.”



OMI/USA /22                    

Tijuana youth visit homes
By Rich Reader

Recently our parish organized 
an event wherein 200 

parishioners in general and 
another 100 people working with 
the social outreach eff ort entered 
the neighborhoods around our 
parish chapels visiting each 
household. The people were 
asked what needs they have and 
how we might be of help. If they 
were Catholic, they were asked 
if they would like to arrange 
for the sacraments. If they had 
a previous bad experience with 
the Church, we apologized. We 
would let them know they are 
welcome at the Church. If they 
were not Catholic, with respect, 
we off ered our services advising 
them of our scholarship, food 
basket, psychology, and other 
programs available to them.

At fi rst our volunteers were 
excited about being missionaries 
in their own land and had the 
expectation that we were going to 
be evangelizing with the hope of 
conversion. But the focus was just 
on helping people and visiting. 
Many people were interested 
to hear about the programs the 
Church off ers. It was a relief to 
learn that most people are not 
mad at the Church nor God. 
Some conveyed that they just 
didn’t think anyone cared if they 
went to Church or not.

The Oblates of Mary Immaculate 
always remind us that the 
Eucharist is holds central 
place in the Church and our 
volunteers seem to know, love, 
and understand that. But as 
St. Eugene, the founder of the 
Oblates of Mary Immaculate 

taught…fi rst treat people as 
humans, then Christians, then 
saints. First address their hunger 
and other needs, then afterwards, 
their spiritual needs.

Carlos and Antonia, married 57 
years and both 74 years old, were 
two people we met when our 
parish did its door-to-door visits. 
Sister Erica’s small team knocked 
on their door and engaged them. 
Sister is of the Missionary of 
the Sacred Sacrament and Mary 
Immaculate order and is newly 
assigned to our parish, where her 
order provides many services.

Carlos and Antonia have many, 
many health problems. They 
live on only $100 a month from 
retirement income, but they do 
have some health insurance. The 
costs of utilities, medications, 
food, and transportation are very 
challenging for them.  He says he 

fi shes in the government reservoir 
using just a line and a can for a 
fl oat but can catch and sell catfi sh 
occasionally.

Carlos needs a pacemaker but 
does not want to have it installed 
because he feels he needs to stay 
strong and provide for his wife. 
He says that maybe when she is 
feeling stronger, he can have it 
done. The team with Sister Erica 
tried to explain that he could do 
a better job of helping after he 
got the pacemaker. But he felt 
strongly that he could not do that 
now.

In the end, it was arranged that our 
medical team would visit them 
next. They relayed that despite 
all their challenges of health, age, 
and income, life has been great 
since they found each other. They 
said that just having someone visit 
was a nice blessing.
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Fr. Sherman (c) fl anked by Bishop Emeritus John Leibrecht 
(l) and Edward Rice (r) priests and laity of the diocese.

A grateful diocese says farewell to Fr. Sherman Wall, OMI

(Ed. Note) At a retirement dinner for Fr. Sherman Wall, 
OMI, the current bishop of the diocese of Springfi eld-
Cape Girardeau, MO, Bishop Edward Rice, as well 
one of his predecessors, Bishop John Leibrecht, came 
out to honor the 90-year-old Oblate who has served 
for 36 years as pastor of Sacred Heart Parish, Willow 
Springs, and St. Joseph Mission in White Church. 
He was the last of many Oblates who have served 
in that rural diocese since the early 1970’s. He now 
resides at St. Henry’s Oblate Residence in Belleville. 
Below are excerpts from a major feature article in 
the diocesan paper, The Mirror.

After 15 years of retreat ministry (as director of 
King’s House of Retreats, Henry, IL) the Oblates 

asked Fr. Wall to take a year’s sabbatical. At this 
point, he’d been a priest for 26 years.

“In the summer of 1985, I was off ered the only choice 
I was ever given in an assignment: ‘north or south?’” 
Fr. Wall said. “I was already in Minnesota, so I knew 
what north meant. I picked south.”

Considering himself a “country priest,” in an article 

for his 60th jubilee, Fr. Wall said of his ministry: 
“The people need to be in charge because someday 
I won’t be here. I prefer to be their cheerleader, not 
their leader.”

The man is humble, with a distinct fl at-top haircut 
and a quick wit. He is beloved and known in the 
community. “He is never ‘too tired’ or ‘too busy’ to 
listen,” said Martha Lawler of Willow Springs. “A 
rare thing in today’s world.”

People noticed. On April 10, 2021, Fr. Sherman Wall, 
OMI, was presented the Citizen of the Year award at 
the Willow Springs Chamber of Commerce annual 
banquet. The honor acknowledged his pastoral care 
for the communities of Willow Springs and White 
Church these past 36 years along with his work with 
MUNCH (Missourians United to Combat Hunger), 
the community food pantry and resale store. The 
outreach ministry is a great resource for the town of 
Willow Springs and surrounding community, serving 
500-plus families a month.

Continued on p. 24
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Described as one who does not enjoy the spotlight, 
“He exemplifi es humility, and it is very endearing,” 
said Amanda Mendez, Editor of the Howell County 
News and parishioner at Sacred Heart Parish. “He 
has been a fi xture of our town for 36 years.”

The following is from the award presentation honoring 
Fr. Wall that was given by Mendez at the Chamber 
banquet: “Not just any man could choose to lead a 
life of service, take a vow of poverty, and sacrifi ce 
the potential to have a family of his own, but that is 
the life that priests choose.  

“Over the last year, Fr. Wall has managed the liturgy at 
his two parishes completely alone. Without a deacon, 
without any altar servers, without any volunteers to 
lead the music, he has been there every Saturday 
and Sunday to bring the Gospel to the Faithful under 
diffi  cult circumstances.

“And Fr. Wall extends his pastoral care to any and all 
members of our town in need, not just the members 
of our church. His leadership at MUNCH has been 
an enormous blessing to Willow Springs for more 
than 30 years. Hundreds of families throughout the 
year rely on the food pantry, thrift store, and utility 
assistance MUNCH provides, and those needs were 
never more urgent than last year. 

“A team of volunteers make the daily work of MUNCH 
go, but Father manages the benefi ts, meets personally 

with those in need of utility and cash assistance, and 
has the impossible task of making the hard decisions 
about how to use the organization’s fi nite resources. 

“Over the past year, I would say the characteristic 
that has defi ned Fr. Wall is ‘fearlessness.’ At the age 
of 90, in a global pandemic that is supposed to be 
the most dangerous to him and his contemporaries, 
he did not turn from his duties. He never stopped 
performing works of service to this community. With 
untiring energy, consistency, and an unshakeable sense 
of duty, Fr. Wall has poured himself out for the people 
of Willow Springs when no one would have blamed 
him for taking a break or stepping aside.”

“Anyone down on their luck knows to show up at his 
door,” said Patty Carson, St. Mary Parish, West Plains. 
“He is a holy, holy person; a wonderful, wonderful man!” 

“Father Wall, you have worked alongside the religious 
and diocesan priests in this diocese, under a number 
of bishops, and your priestly life of charity and zeal 
have made us better,” said Bishop Rice. “We bishops 
thank you. The priests thank you. The people you 
have served thank you. We off er you our gratitude, 
we off er you our love and we off er you our prayers. 
And every once in a while, if you would happen to 
think of us down here in southern Missouri, I hope 
it brings a smile to your face and in your charity and 
zeal, that you would whisper a prayer for us!”

Wall, continued from p. 23


