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Five novices pronounce fi rst vows as Oblates

Since the last issue of OMI USA 
Newsletter, I’ve surely seen the 

inside of many an airplane.  Some might 
consider it a “perk” of being provincial: 
to chalk up numerous frequent fl yer miles 
for future vacations! I don’t even know 
how many miles I have by now.

After the Convocation during Easter 
Week, I took advantage of being in 
Southern Illinois to spend some time at 
the Novitiate in Godfrey. All fi ve novices 
were doing well. They expressed to me 
their appreciation for the opportunity 
to discern their commitment and also 
off ered some suggestions for how the 
experience of the Novitiate might be 
enhanced in the future.

St. Eugene de Mazenod, the 
Founder of the Missionary 

Oblates of Mary Immaculate, was 
born in Aix-en-Provence, France, 
on August 1, 1782. The Oblates 
of the Canada-United States 
Region celebrate that day with 
the profession of fi rst vows of the 
novices at Immaculate Heart of 
Mary Novitiate in Godfrey, IL. 

Five novices completed their 
novitiate year at the local parish 
church, St. Ambrose in Godfrey, 
by pronouncing the vows of 
chastity, poverty, obedience 
and perseverance for one year. 
With this profession of vows, 
they offi  cially become Oblates 
of Mary Immaculate.

The fi ve new Oblates are 
Brothers Chileshe Mulenga, Royd 
Miyomba, and Sipho Mukobola, 

Continued on p.2

VOCATIONS

Ob late Fr. Victor Patricio Silva met with me at the 
novitiate to give me a brief update about the “vocation 
picture” in the province. He has now completed eight 
months as Vocation Director. While remaining cautiously 
optimistic, he also told me how diffi  cult and challenging 

l-r: Oblates Luc Tardif, Sipho Mukobola, Frank Kuzcera, Pat McGee, Pablo 
Henning, Lou Studer, Chileshe Mulenga, Royd Miyomba, Etienne Kabemba, 
and George Litya.

Continued on p.10
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this ministry is. I was happy to hear 
about the many activities he has 
planned for the coming months. 
He has planned a 10-day vocation 
discernment retreat at La Parra 
Ranch in Sarita, Texas this summer. 
He is in contact with some 18 young 
men who, he believes, are seriously 
considering joining us. He continues 
to plan the weekend “Come and 
See” programs; the next one in the 
Fall will be in Belleville and then 
another one in January 2023, in 
San Antonio. Fr. Victor is assisted 
part-time in Vocation ministry by 
Fr. Jesse Esqueda, O.M.I. and Fr. 
Steven Montez, O.M.I. Currently, 
we have seven in our pre-novitiate 
programs; one in novitiate, four in 
post-novitiate programs in Mexico 
City, San Antonio and Rome.

ZAMBIA

At Novitiate, I also met with Fr. 
Raymond Mwangala, O.M.I., 
Delegation Superior in Zambia. He 
recently defended his doctoral thesis 
at OST. He was in the States for a 
few weeks. He mentioned there is 
generally good enthusiasm about the 
Delegation becoming a province. Of 
course, there is the concern about 
fi nancial sustainability with this 
independence. I was able to assure him 
that the U.S. Province will continue 
our close connection with Zambia. I’m 
grateful to Fr. Billy Morell, O.M.I., 
and Oblate Partner, Greg Blasko, 
for their continuing help in assuring 
the fi nancial sustainability of several 
projects in the delegation, along with 
the watchful eyes of Raymond, his 
Council and Oblate Treasurers Jim 
Chambers and Rocky Grimard. I have 
not visited Zambia since May 2019. 
I did attend their Assembly by live 

stream this past January. Raymond is 
planning another Assembly in January 
2023, which I hope to attend, assuming 
the pandemic will have subsided even 
more by then.

MAZENOD CONFERENCE

After a few days at the offi  ce 
in Washington, I traveled to 
San Antonio for the Mazenod 
Conference. See Artie Pingolt’s 
article on page 6.

OST GRADUATION

On May 1, I was in San Antonio 
for graduation ceremonies at Oblate 
School of Theology. This is one 
of my favorite events each year. 
Proud as I am of the number of 
Seminarians receiving academic 
degrees, I am proudest of the large 
number of lay persons receiving 
certifi cates or degrees in various 
areas of leadership in ministry. 
These dedicated persons will be 
coordinators, leaders, in youth 
ministry, faith formation, pastoral 
outreach, RCIA programs in various 
ministry sites all over the U.S. 
and the world. Their love of the 

church, their dedication to the faith, 
is impressive! A big thank you to 
all the professors, administrators, 
staff , graduates, students, at this 
excellent graduate school.

Four Oblates were among the 
graduates: Fr. Raymond Mwangala, 
Superior of the delegation of 
Zambia, received a doctorate in 
Spirituality; Fr. Cleber Lopez, 
from Brazil, received a Master’s 
Degree in Oblate Studies; Scholastic 
Deacon Zane Nong (Botswana) and 
Fr. Ignatius Nambondi (distance 
learner from Namibia) received the 
Master of Divinity.

NACORRC

The North American Conference 
of Oblate Retreat and Renewal 
Centers (NACORRC) met at 
Queen of Apostles Retreat Center 
in Mississauga, Ontario May 22-26, 
2022. The theme of the gathering was 
“Thanks For What the Lord Has Done 
and Hope For What the Future Holds.”
The group had not met the past three 
years because of the pandemic so this 
year’s conference was particularly 
joyful, with much gratitude 

Oblate Graduates: Deacon Zane Nong, Fr. Raymond Mwangala, Fr. 
Cleber Lopez

Continued from p. 1: Provincial
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expressed for the opportunity to 
renew former acquaintances and 
make new ones. This group has 
been gathering since 1978.

Ten Oblates and thirteen lay leaders, 
representing eight retreat facilities in 
Canada and the U.S. shared what our 
past has been and in what direction 
our future might lie.

There was animated sharing about 
how our retreat programming fi ts in 
with the charism of St. Eugene and 
his desire to lift the dignity, the self-
respect of the poor and abandoned and invite them to 
become Christians and then saints! St. Eugene’s parish 
missions also are indications of his ardent desire to lead 
people to Christ, not content with only their regular faith 
practices in their parishes, despite the spiritual growth 
they receive there. Our retreat centers are continuing 
that legacy.

There was also concern shared about what the future 
of some of these retreat facilities. With declining 
numbers of Oblates in the region, they questioned 
and wondered who will lead and direct these facilities 
and if some might soon have to close.

I was invited to lead the opening Eucharist Sunday 
evening and give the keynote presentation Monday 
afternoon. I thanked them for their ministry, for 
their addressing the needs and desires of folks who 
come to our retreat facilities, seeking the Lord more 
deeply at an often crucial and stressful moment in 
their lives. This important ministry is part and parcel 
of St. Eugene’s passion to bring the good news of 
Jesus Christ to the poor!

At the meeting, participants reviewed some striking 
statistics: in 1978, there were 41 retreat centers in the 
Oblate Congregation; there were 21 retreat centers 
in the Canada-U.S. Region!

Participants expressed gratitude for the fact that no other 
Oblate ministry in the Canada-U.S. region has invited 
greater participation of laity than in retreat ministry. 
Grateful for our rich past, participants at the meeting 

expressed hope for the future in continuing to off er 
programming relevant to the cultures and milieu of 
contemporary society in the Canada-U.S. Region.

OBLATE LAY ASSOCIATES CONGRESS

The 2016 Chapter Delegates recommended to the Superior 
General and Council that there be a gathering, either 
virtual or in-person, of Lay Associates before the next 
Chapter in 2022. Such a gathering has been organized by 
the Congregation and San Antonio (Whitley Center) was 
the physical gathering site for our region. Oblate David 
Muñoz was the Regional representative for planning 
this Congress.  See the article on page 7.

OMI LACOMBE CONVOCATION

Vicar Provincial Jim Brobst and I traveled to 
Edmonton to participate in the OMI Lacombe Province 
Convocation, held in Edmonton, Canada, from Monday 
evening, May 30 till Friday morning, June 3. Facilitators 
Jesuit Peter Bisson and Xaverian Sister Laurence 
Loubieres and Mr. Harry Lafond led us in prayer, 

NACORRC Attendees (L-R Back Row): Glenn 
Zimmer, OMI, Rudy Nowakowski, OMI, Gerry Kelly, 
Richard Beaudette, OMI, Brendan Bitz, Richard 
Dahm, Hank Lemoncelli, OMI, Louis Studer, OMI, 
Peter Nowak, OMI, Gonzalez, OMI, Lorcan O’Reilly, 
OMI, Chris Pulchny, OMI (L-R Front Row): Sylvain 
Lavoie, OMI, KT Cockerell, Mariangel Maro Teja, 
Sarah Donnelly, Jean Trudel, Sandy Prather, Anne 
Hales, Betty Dotzko, Lucie Leduc

Continued on p.4
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conversation and discernment these 
fi ve days.

Provincial Ken Thorson, OMI, 
welcomed 72 Oblates and 27 Oblate 
Associates Monday evening.

The primary purpose of the 
gathering was made clear to us: 
“It will be a time of communal 
discernment as one apostolic body, 
to help determine where the Lord is 
leading us to grow and to venture 
in new steps, moving forward in 
our mission in Canada.”

It was an honor for Jim and me 
to be invited as full participants 
and to be able to contribute to 
that continuing discernment as a 
Canada-U.S. region.

A particularly signifi cant moment 
in that discernment was the 
opportunity for everyone present to 
share about the possibility and level 
of interest regarding administrative 
restructuring in the region, as has 
been already done in three other 

province Convocations, to help 
ensure a renewed missionary 
presence in North America. While 
no decisions were made in this 
regard, the level of concern about 
the necessity to do this was palpable. 
Hopefully, our engagement in the 
process itself will move us forward 
in our planning for restructuring.

Jim and I agreed that this opportunity 
to be with our Oblate brothers in 
Canada helped provide a benefi cial 
way in building trust, understanding 
and cooperation as our planning 
continues in revitalizing our eff orts 
to continue to be the good news of 
Jesus Christ to the materially and 
spiritually poor in North America. 
This Convocation was a signifi cant 
step in doing that as we face our 
future together as one united 
missionary congregation.

CAPITULARS MEET IN 
BELLEVILLE 

Ten “ex offi  cio” and elected 
delegates to the 37th General Chapter 
of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate 
met at the National Shrine of Our 

Lady of the Snows in Belleville, IL, 
the weekend of July 8-10. Joining 
the meeting was also Fr. Warren 
Brown,OMI, General Councilor 
of the Region.

The purpose of the gathering 
was to familiarize the Capitulars 
with Chapter proceedings and 
with the Chapter Directory; to 
present proposals for the Chapter 
to consider; to discuss possible 
Oblate candidates for Superior 
General, General Councilor; and 
to surface possible names for 
several committees which serve 
to ensure smooth running of the 
Chapter process. We also spent 
time discussing the Chapter theme, 
“Pilgrims of Hope in Communion.”

Oblate Fr. Ron Rolheiser led us in 
our discussions and deliberations. 
As former Provincial and General 
Councilor for the Canada-U.S. 
Region, he has attended a couple 
previous Chapters. He kept us on track 
with our agenda as he facilitated us 
throughout the weekend.

The 37th General Chapter of the 
Oblate Congregation will be held in 
Nemi, Italy, September 14-October 
14, 2022. During the Chapter, 78 
delegates, representing Oblates 

(L-R): Oblates Alfred Grzempa 
(Asumption), Luc Tardif (Notre 
Dame du Cap) Warren Brown 
(General Administration) Ron 
Rolheiser (Facilitator-OMI 
Lacombe), Louis Studer (US), 
Ken Thorson (OMI Lacombe), 
Harley Mapes (OMI Lacombe), 
Remi LePage (Notre Dame du 
Cap), Richard Beaudette (Notre 
Dame du Cap, Ray Cook (US), 
Antonio Ponce (US)

Continued from p. 3: Provincial
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ministering all over the world, will choose a new 
Superior General, two Assistants General and a 
General Councilor who represents Oblates in each 
of the fi ve regions of the world. A new Treasurer for 
the Congregation will also be chosen by the new 
Superior General and Council.

A Chapter, which meets every six years, is the highest 
authority in the Oblate Congregation. During the 
Chapter, a few days have been set aside for retreat, 
particularly just before the election of the new Superior 
General. All Sundays are free days during this month-
long meeting.

Thanks to Geri Furmanek

At the end of April, Geri Furmanek, who for several 
years was the province’s Coordinator of Oblate 
Associates, took a new position as Pastoral Care 
Associate at the Benedictine Living Center at the 
National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows. 

I am very grateful for Geri Furmanek’s ministry to 
our Oblate Associates. I was fortunate to attend some 
of the retreats she organized and presented to our 
Associates and they were very well received. Geri 
also developed an extensive formation program in 
the Oblate charism for the Associates to help ensure 
they were familiar and appreciative of our charism. 
We will miss you, Geri.

Since there are several senior Oblates in residence 
at the Benedictine, Geri will continue to have close 
contact with the U.S. Province.

In the meantime, the province administration is 
working with Oblates Frank Santucci and David 
Muñoz about creative ways to create new programs 
and activities for all the branches of the Mazenodian 
family so that they might be more united in living 
the Oblate Charism given by the Holy Spirit through 
St. Eugene de Mazenod.

Geri settling in at her new offi  ce at the Benedictine 
Living Center.

Pilgrims of  Hope in Communion
37th OMI GENERAL CHAPTER 2022

Our Lady of the Snows icon, Shrine Church, 
Belleville, IL
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De Mazenod Conference 2022

By Art Pingolt

After a nearly 3-year hiatus, the 
De Mazenod Conference and 

Gerard Awards resumed, taking place 
April 29-May 1 at Oblate Renewal 
Center in San Antonio. The conference 
topic for 2022 was “Evangelization 
in a Time of Division.”

Oblates in attendance were Frs. Lou 
Studer, Jim Brobst, Billy Morell, 
Thomas Klosterkamp, Frank 
Santucci, Seamus Finn, Antonio 
Ponce and Ron LaFramboise.

Guest speakers were Anthony 
Pogorelc, PSS, PhD , Scholar in 
Residence at St. Mary’s University, 
San Antonio; Mark Gray, PhD, 
Senior Researcher, CARA; Pat 
Markey, Managing Partner, Catholic 
Leadership Roundtable; and Fr. Ron 
Rolheiser, OMI.

Each speaker touched, in some 
way, on the polarities aff ecting both 
Church and contemporary society. 
Pogorelc indicated that discussion 
of “faith as an option” can work to 
defuse tension without diluting the 

mystery of a faith encounter. Gray 
shared recent data that identifi es the 
Catholic Church’s large “moderate 
middle” that can sustain us during 
these times.  Markey suggests the 
Church is at the beginnings of or 
will experience a crisis that will 
be ultimately healing and life-
giving. And Rolheiser pointed to the 
invincibility of the resurrection as 
a sign of both hope and confi dence 
in troubled times.

Fr. Lou Studer preached the homily 
at the Saturday evening Eucharist and 
presented the Gerard Award, given for 
zeal and perseverance that imitates 
Blessed Joseph Gerard, OMI. The 
2022 recipients were Sr. Theresa 
Sandok, OSM, Jasmine Azima, PE, 
CxA and Greg Blasko, CPA.

One unique note for the Conference 
was a joint meeting of Missionary 
Oblate Partners and Oblate Associates, 
held Saturday afternoon. Mazenodian 
Family co-director, Fr. Frank Santucci, 
led the discussion. Associates were 
then invited to join the Conference 
for Mass, social and a fi esta dinner.

Keeping a finger 
on the pulse 

of the province 

While Pope Francis has often 
said that “old age is not 

a disease,” since February 22, 
2022, he has dedicated 15 weekly 
audiences to what he calls a 
“Catechesis on Old Age.” Of course, 
he himself knows fi rsthand some of 
the accompanying trials of growing 
old(er), but he especially wants to 
encourage the young(er) generations 
not to discount or abandon the 
elderly but to cherish them.

As the average age of the members of 
the U.S. Oblate Province keeps going 
up, the administration tries to stay 
aware of the needs of the individuals, 
whether they are in formal programs 
of independent living, assisted living 
or skilled nursing. 

Since 2020, Dotti McDermott, RN, has 
served as Director of Clinical Services 
province-wide. In that capacity, she 
oversees the nursing departments 
at both Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Residence (Tewksbury, MA) and 
Madonna Residence (San Antonio, 
TX). She has been invited to several 
area and superiors meetings to provide 
educational talks and is available to 
all Oblates for personal consultation 
to cover any medical concerns for 
themselves or concerns they may 
have about men in their community. 

Dotti and her husband of 46 years, 
Michael McDermott, are parents of 
three children. She graduated from 
nursing school in 1978 and spent the 
fi rst 20 years working in acute care 
hospitals in the ICU and intermediate 
care wards. She then transitioned to 

Fr. Lou Studer congratulates Gerard Award winners: Sr. Theresa 
Sandok, OSM; Jasmine Azima, PE, CxA; and Greg Blasko, CPA.
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Oblate Lay Associates 
Congress: a hybrid meeting in 

San Antonio and worldwide
By Fr. Louis Studer, OMI

Delegates at the General Chapter, meeting in 
Rome in October 2016, mandated the General 

Administration to plan and organize an international 
gathering of those who share in the Oblate charism, 
including Oblates also. This international hybrid 
meeting took place the weekend of May 27-29, at 
the Whitley Center in San Antonio (for the North 
American region) and, on-line, and in several other 
main centers of the Oblate world.

Oblate Fr. Peter Stoll was the Chief Organizer of 
this event, along with Oblate Fr. David Muñoz 
and Honorary Oblate Sandy Prather who helped 
organize and led the event for the region of North 
America. Oblates and Members of the Mazenodian 
Family from each of the other four regions of the 
Oblate world (Africa, Asia-Oceania, Europe, Latin 
America) also helped plan this event.

Thirty Members of the Mazenodian Family and 
Oblates gathered in San Antonio for the weekend 
to share prayer, Eucharist, meals and conversation. 
They also suggested concrete plans for our 
continued future together and will present to the 
General Administration many plans and ideas of 
how we can continue the strong momentum begun 
from this weekend of our sharing together, both 
virtually and in person.

On two jumbo screens at the Whitley Center, we 
watched participants from all Oblate regions share 
their vocation stories about how they fi rst came to 
meet and know Oblates, the impact of the Oblate 
charism in their lives, the changes brought about 
in and through their participation in the charism 
and how they share that charism with others. 
Participants also familiarized us with many of the 
varied ministries of the Oblates in these fi ve regions 
of the Oblate world.

working in the immunology department of a large medical 
practice as well as doing agency work covering Skilled 
Nursing/Rehab residences. Since completing her degree in 
nursing she has held various positions in management such 
as Assistant Director of Nursing and Staff  Development. 
She was hired in 2006 at the Oblate residence, IHM, in 
Tewksbury as the Clinical Director.

Since assuming the province-wide role, she has been 
collaborating with an engineer to create an electronic 
medical records system designed specifi cally for the 
Oblates. This system has been in use at IHM, replacing 
the old system, for about a year and a half. This past spring 
the staff  at Madonna Residence was trained and is now 
using it. The third phase is just now being implemented, 
meaning that she will be able to access the system as 
she travels and input the assessments of the Oblates she 
visits throughout the Province. This system will improve 
communication of medical needs as men transition to 
diff erent stages of ministry or into retirement. She is now 
in the process of visiting all men in the Province who are 
75 or older to discuss their well-being with them. Dotti 
calls this “by far the most rewarding aspect of my career.”

In a recent visit to St. Henry’s Oblate Residence 
in Belleville, IL, Dotti checked on the health of 
all those over 75, including 90 year old Fr. Tom 
Killeen, OMI Continued on p.8

OMI Const. 42:  Our members in distress, those 
who are sick or the aged among us, contribute 
greatly to the coming of God’s Kingdom. We will be 
particularly concerned for them and will surround 
them with all the affection that binds us together 
as members of the same family.
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This was the second Lay Congress in the history of 
the Congregation, with the fi rst one held in 1996. 
The group agreed that many more must be planned, 
both regionally and congregationally. Although 
it is diffi  cult to estimate how many participated 
over these three days, it is estimated that over 50 
countries participated on-line. Oblates currently 
minister in 70 countries.

I participated with the group gathered in San 
Antonio and found the stories and the sharing, 
both heartfelt and inspiring. I came away from the 
event, as I often do when I am with members of 
the Mazenodian Family, inspired by their love of 
the charism, their enthusiasm for embracing this 
charism in their lives. They enrich and strengthen 
that charism in us vowed Oblates. Several Oblates 
expressed the fact that they did not receive much 

Oblates and lay delegrates who gathered in San Antonio for the congress. Front row (L to R): David 
Muñoz, OMI (USA); Sandra Prather, HOMI Lacombe); Solomon Lian (USA); Gee-Gee Whitehurst (USA). 
Middle Row (L to R): Patricia Machnio (Assumption); Frank Santucci, OMI (USA); Francis Maza (Lacombe); 
Mary Lou Anderson, HOMI (USA); Ken Thorson, OMI (Lacombe); Jasmine Azima (USA); Joanne Friedt 
(Lacombe); Richard Hall, OMI (USA); Lou Studer, OMI (USA); Erin Ryan (Lacombe); Greg Gallagher, OMI 
(USA). Back Row (L to R): Wedner Berard, OMI (ND du Cap); Jesse Lopez (USA); Bozena Adamiec, HOMI 
(Assumption); Dan Friedt (Lacombe); Keith Perkins (USA); Warren Brown, OMI (General Administration); 
James Taggart, OMI (USA); Bogdan Osiecki, OMI (Assumption); Aleksandra Kaszkur (Assumption); Felix 
Nyambe, OMI (USA); Manon Harvey (ND du Cap); Michele Divito (USA); Justyna Armatowicz (Assumption).

information about the charism in their formation.

The theme of the Congress was "Celebrate, 
Connect, Commission." Those three words were 
truly lived at our gathering as we shared together, 
prayed with and for each other and, as I heard from 
several of the participants on Sunday, from both 
Oblates and Mazenodian Family, “when are we 
going to do this again?”

Continued from p. 7: Associates
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Our staff -- Members of the worldwide family 
of St. Eugene de Mazenod

By Fr. James Brobst, OMI, Vicar Provincial

The word “staff ” has several meanings. In one 
sense, it can be a stick or a rod to lean on for 

safety and ease of movement. In another sense, it is 
the workers that keep an organization in operation. 
But in a very real sense, the meanings overlap since 
every organization leans on its staff  to make it strong 
and functional. The Oblates of Mary Immaculate of 
the U.S. Province are more than grateful and proud 
for the staff , the employees, that collaborate with us 
and make our ministry possible. Approximately 350 
men and women team up with the Oblates in work as 
diverse as housekeeping and maintenance to fi nancial 
services and creating publications. 

One important aspect of this partnership is helping 
the staff , the employees, know who the Oblates are 
and how what they do is more than simply “doing a 
job” but is also a vital part of the mission that began 
when St. Eugene de Mazenod founded the Oblates in 
1816. We want them to know that they are working 
with and for a team that stretches to nearly 70 diff erent 
countries. Whether they are folding newsletters or 
nursing an aged or infi rm Oblate, they are part of 
something much bigger than their own workplace.

Since December of 2020, the U.S. Oblates have had 
an Employee Enrichment Committee. Its purpose is 
to ensure that the vision for employee enrichment 
is Oblate-led and in concert with HR policy and 
practice throughout the province. It includes all Human 
Resources personnel, an Oblate from the Treasurer’s 
offi  ce, an Oblate in Shrine/Renewal ministry, and 
another Oblate employee. The Vicar for Mission and 
Ministry chairs the committee. 

There are various phases of bringing employees into 
knowledge and appreciation of who they are as part 
of the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate team.

INITIAL procedures for new employees happen 
as part of the hiring and orientation phase. They 
receive basic information about the Oblates and 
about the specifi c place where they will be working 
and how it fi ts into the larger Oblate reality. All 
new employees are given the opportunity to receive 
weekly E-news blasts and Oblates Magazine. A fuller, 
detailed orientation to the Oblates and U.S. Province, 
developed on PowerPoint, is presented by an Oblate 
and is off ered several times annually.
 
ONGOING enrichment resources and practices for 
ALL employees has a number of elements as well. 
Among other things, there is an Oblate calendar 
of celebrations, which explains our major feasts, 
meetings and anniversary celebrations at a level 
which makes sense to those who are “less churched.” 
Quarterly, there are brief videos watched by all 
employees, with a varied set of annual themes. 
Beginning in August, a new quarterly newsletter 
for employees will be formatted for use across the 
entire province. We are developing common practices 
around the province for marking milestone events 
for employees – anniversaries, retirement, etc. with 
Oblate Service Corporation. 

UNIQUE opportunities are available at various 
locations for ongoing enrichment. Oblates are 
often regularly present to our employees wherever 
we share a worksite. This will be continued and 
enhanced where appropriate. There are opportunities 
for development of skills appropriate to the kind of 
ministry being done: fundraising, retreat preaching, 
eldercare, cooking, etc. These will depend on the 
local directors (lay and/or Oblate) to assure that 
employees know well, not only their jobs, but their 
place in a great calling and as members of the family 
of Saint Eugene de Mazenod.
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Continued from p. 1: First Vows

all from Zambia; Etienne Kabemba, 
originally from Congo but now from 
Notre-Dame-du-Cap Province in 
Canada; and Pablo Henning, born in 
Venezuela and now from the United 
States.

The Novice Director, Fr. Frank 
Kuzcera, OMI, presented the 
novices to Fr. Louis Studer, OMI, 
provincial of the U.S. Province and 
Fr. Luc Tardif, OMI, provincial of 
the Notre Dame du Cap Province. Fr. 
Studer presided at the Mass where 
numerous Oblates concelebrated; 
Fr. Tardif preached the homily.

Witnessing the vows were two other 
members of the novitiate formation 
team: Oblate Brothers Pat McGee 
and. George Litiya.

The three newly professed Oblates 
from Zambia will be returning to 
their homeland to await further 
assignments for continued studies; 
Bros. Kabemba and Henning will be 
living at the Blessed Mario Borzaga 
Scholasticate and will begin their 
studies of theology at Oblate School 
of Theology in San Antonio, TX.

Newly professed Oblates Etienne, Royd, Sipho, Chileshe and Pablo 
prepare to cut the cakes prepared by St. Ambrose parishioners.

For many years, the staff  and 
parishioners at St. Ambrose 
Parish in Godfrey, IL, have 
adopted the Oblate novices as 
their own.

Above, Deacon Bill Kessler and 
Pastor, Fr. Steve Janoski, assist 
OMI Provincial, Fr. Louis Studer, 
at the vow Mass which was live-
streamed to Congo and Zambia 
in Africa.
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Oblate Young Adult group takes shape in Buffalo, NY

By Fr. Felix Nyambe, OMI

The covid pandemic changed everything in the 
life of the Church. The closure of churches 

due to the pandemic resulted in termination of 
several groups. The trauma and isolation due to 
the pandemic impacted everyone, especially our 
relationship with each other and our faith in God. 
The shutdown of churches caused most young 
people to distance themselves from the Church. 

As we enter the post-covid era, though the pandemic 
is still among us, special attention needs to be given 
to the young people who seek a sense of belonging 
in the Church and society. 

Responding to the signs of times, Constitution 7 of 
the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate reminds 
us, “We will spare no eff ort to awaken or reawaken 
the faith in the people to whom we are sent, and we 
will help them to discover ‘who Christ is’.”

The formation of the Oblate Young Adult group 
in Buffalo is an effort to awaken and affirm the 
gifts and talents they bring to the Church and 
society. Young adults come with a lot of energy. 
They want to participate in the life of the Church 
and make a difference. 

The Mission statement of the Oblate Young Adult 
group states: “The Oblate Young Adult Group is a 
group that seeks to draw closer to Christ and his 
Church through prayer, friendship, discussion, 
study, and service. In addition to monthly meetings, 
we come together for a wide range of events: social 
gatherings, liturgies, service opportunities, outdoor 
trips, retreats, conferences, etc.”

M
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National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows

Mission exhibit blessed and inaugurated
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In 1841, Saint Eugene de 
Mazenod had already founded 

the Missionary Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate (1816). As 
Founder and Superior General 
of a community of priests and 
Brothers, he was fi lled with 
missionary zeal. So in that 
watershed 1841, he took the 
risk of sending some of his 
missionaries overseas to carry 
the Gospel to the vast British 
colonies that would become the 
Dominion of Canada in 1867. 

The Oblates quickly spread out 
in all directions and eventually 
became famous for their work as 
missionaries of the Arctic.

On August 5, 2022, the liturgical 
feast of the Dedication of the 
Basilica of St. Mary Major 
in Rome, formerly known as 
“Sancta Maria ad Nives” (Holy 
Mary of the Snows), a ceremony 
took place in Belleville, IL, to 
remember the dedication of 
the Oblates to the peoples of 

the snowy regions of Canada. 
At the National Shrine of Our 
Lady of the Snows, there was 
the inauguration of “Arctic 
Wings and the Shrine,” a multi-
room exhibit focusing on the 
missionary work of the Oblates 
in the Arctic regions of Canada, 
the origins of the Shrine of Our 
Lady of the Snows and Oblate 
ministries throughout the world. 

The exhibit also honors the 
memory of the late Fr. Paul 
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the world. Here, Fr. Ali 
Utenam, Quebec.
s covers the world.

5.

6.

Schulte, OMI (d. 1974), who 
brought the devotion to the Virgin 
Mary under the title of Our Lady 
of the Snows to Belleville in the 
late 1930’s, and Fr. Edwin Guild, 
OMI (d. 1995), who directed the 
development of the Shrine as it 
exists today.

The Shrine co-director, Fr. David 
Uribe, OMI, explains that the exhibit 
honors not only the missionary zeal 
of the Oblates, but also provides 
valuable information for visitors 

to the Shrine who have questions 
about the Oblates and the devotion 
to Our Lady of the Snows.

Among the guests for the 
inauguration were Bishop Michael 
McGovern of Belleville, as well 
as Arctic missionary, Bishop 
Anthony Krótki, OMI, originally 
from Poland but now the bishop 
of the Diocese of Churchill-
Hudson Bay, Manitoba, Canada. 
Other guests included Tom and 
Joanne Foppe of Foppe Visual 

Communication, Highland, IL, 
and their children who helped 
in the design and building of the 
exhibit. Mayor Patty Gregory of 
Belleville, Oblate Associates and 
friends, as well as several staff  
members from Oblate ministries 
in Belleville enjoyed being among 
the fi rst visitors to experience 
this visual display of the great 
missionary apostolate of the 
Oblates, both the past and the 
present. (JFA)

Front, l-r: Fr. David Uribe, Bishop Michael McGovern, Fr. Lou Studer, Bishop Anthony Krótki, 
Joanne & Tom Foppe. Rear: Fr. Sal Gonzalez, Geri and Deacon Doug Boyer, Thomas Foppe,  Jr., 
Gabe Foppe, Blake Stulir

4.
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Oblates to relocate Belleville Retreat Center

On June 1, 2022, Fr. Salvador 
Gonzalez, OMI, current 

director of King’s House Retreat and 
Renewal Center in Belleville, IL, 
issued a press release announcing 
the eventual closing of the retreat 
center at its present location in the 
spring of 2023.

In his press release, he stated that 
the reasons for closing the facility 
include: "The seventy-year-old 
buildings need extensive repairs 
along with updates to the guest 
rooms in order to meet the comfort 
and convenience expectations of 
today's retreatants. Our fi nancial 
situation simply does not allow us 
to invest the huge sums of money 
required to make the repairs and 
renovations necessary to keep the 
facility open, and the shortage of 
Oblate personnel make it almost 
impossible to continue at the 
present location.

“We plan to move our resources, 
Oblates, and employees to the 
National Shrine of Our Lady of 
the Snows where we will continue 
our ministry of retreats. We will 
do everything possible to keep our 
employees or fi nd them suitable 
employment at one of our other 
Belleville locations.

“We are tremendously grateful 
to all our retreatants for their 
unconditional support. Thank you to 
our religious and lay collaborators 
in mission who minister side by 
side with us. A special thank you 
to our heroic staff  who faithfully 
serve our retreatants.”

The Missionary Oblates have been 
ministering in the Belleville area 
since 1924. In that city, the Oblates 
operate the National Shrine of Our 
Lady of the Snows, the Missionary 
Association of Mary Immaculate 
USA and St. Henry's Oblate 
Residence. Nearby, the Oblates 
are at Most Holy Rosary Parish in 
Fairmont City, St. Stephen's Parish 
in Caseyville, and the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Novitiate, Godfrey, 
IL, with the Oblate Ecological 
Center at the same site.

Above: the Kings House 
dormitory.
Below: Chapel designed and 
executed by Bro. Mel Meyer, 
SM.
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Synodality and Oblates in the USA

The Synod on Synodality is a 
two-year process of listening 

and dialogue which began in Rome 
on October 9 and 10, 2021, and 
will conclude in 2023.

Pope Francis has invited the entire 
Church to refl ect on a theme that is 
decisive for its life and mission: “It is 
precisely this path of synodality which 
God expects of the Church of the third 
millennium.” This journey, which 
follows in the wake of the Church’s 
“renewal” proposed by the Second 
Vatican Council, is both a gift and 
a task: by journeying together and 
refl ecting together on the journey that 
has been made, the Church will be 
able to learn through Her experience 
which processes can help Her to live 
communion, to achieve participation, 
to open Herself to mission.

All over the world, parishes, retreat 
centers, houses of formation, 
Catholic centers are discussing 
seven mandated questions. The 
fourth question asks: “How 
connected do you feel to the core 
mission of the Church–making 
disciples for Jesus?” St. Eugene 
de Mazenod would agree that every 
Catholic should feel the call to 
missionary activity.

The original Greek word from which 
“synodality” derives means “walking 
together.” With this synodality 
process, the pope is promoting a 
partnership between the clergy and 
the laity, something clearly called for 
by Vatican II. 

Oblate Fr. Harry Winter has invited 
the Oblates in the USA to send him 

some comments on how they have 
experienced synodality in their own 
communities or ministerial situations. 

These comments will be compiled 
and published on the province 
website “Mission-Unity-Dialogue 
(www.harrywinter.org) and on the 
province website www.omiusa.org. 

An offi  cial Synod icon.
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The fi rst profession of vows of the fi ve novices on 
August 1 (see p. 1) was a celebration of hope, 

not only for their Oblate communities of origin (U.S. 
Province, Zambian Delegation, Notre Dame du Cap 
Province in Canada), but also for the entire Oblate 
Congregation. Just as all the baptized make up one 
Mystical Body with Christ as its head, so too the 
some 3500 Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate, 
together with their baptismal bond with Christ, are 
also in a bond with each other through the charism of 
St. Eugene de Mazenod, OMI, the Oblate Founder.

Having completed his fi rst year as the primary vocation 
director in the U.S. Province, Fr. Victor Manuel Patricio 
is showing a dogged creativity to fi nd and accompany 
young men to join the Oblate Family as priests or 
Brothers. 

One of his primary strategies is to focus on Jesus’ 
plea to his disciples: “The harvest is abundant but 

the laborers are few; so ask the master of the harvest 
to send out laborers for his harvest.” (Mt 9:37) With 
emailed reminders to his brother Oblates in the U.S., 
he keeps them abreast of his work and encourages 
them to join him in prayer for its success.

He makes creative use of contemporary social media. 
His Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/
usoblatevocations) not only shows the many places he 
visits in his eff orts, but also features prayer opportunities.

On May 6, World Day of Prayer for Vocations, he held a 
Holy Hour of prayer and a Eucharistic Procession at the 
Our Lady of Lourdes Grotto & Tepeyac in San Antonio. 

In this issue, we reprint an article from the Oblate 
World magazine about a young Oblate from Zambia, 
who has heard the call to religious life and is currently 
studying for the priesthood in San Antonio, TX: 
Scholastic Brother David Chisa, OMI.

Five young men took part in a 
vocation discerment retreat at 
La Parra - Sarita, TX, in May. 
Fr. David Ullrich, OMI, was one 
of the Oblate hosts.

Still inviting to “Come and See”
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Bro. David Chisa, OMI: “Because I’m Happy”
By Mike Viola

Brother David Chisha, OMI,
has a shirt with a simple quote 

on it: “My vocation is to be a happy 
man.” And today he is a very happy 
man because he is a Missionary 
Oblate.

“We need to fi nd our happiness in 
life, and when we embrace God, we 
become happy,” Bro. David explains.

Brother David has found happiness 
in God since he was a boy growing 
up in Zambia. He is from a family 
of six children who were active in 
the St. Charles Luangwa Parish in 
Chipulukusu. As an altar server, Bro. 
David particularly enjoyed going with 
the priests to bring the Eucharist to 
the sick. “The presence of the priest 
brought much joy to the people we 
visited,” said Bro. David. “Our visit 
brought a smile to their face and that 
made a big impact on me even at such 
a young age.”

After high school, Bro. David went 
to the big city of Lusaka to fi nd 
work. He studied auto mechanics 
and earned a certifi cation. While 
in Lusaka, a group of Oblate pre-
novices visited his parish and invited 
him to play soccer. A huge soccer fan, 
Bro. David jumped at the opportunity 
to join in. Playing soccer with the 
young Oblates was the beginning of 
his Oblate journey. Brother David 
became friends with the pre-novices 
and would play soccer and other 
activities several days a week with 
them. Soon, he began to take an 
interest in a possible vocation as a 
Missionary Oblate. 

“I was inspired by the charism of 
the congregation: ‘zeal to preach the 
Gospel to the poor with their many 
faces, especially those who are most 
abandoned,” said Bro. David.

When he told his family he wanted 
to pursue the possibility of a 
religious vocation, there was some 
apprehension at fi rst. As the oldest 
son, it was expected that he would 
get a job to support his family. But 
Bro. David comes from a strong 
Catholic family and was eventually 
told by his mom, “If this is what 
God is calling you to do then who 
am I to say no.”

Brother David joined the Oblate’s 

pre-novitiate program in 2014. He 
spent four years discerning his 
vocation, learning about the Oblate 
founder and attending philosophy 
classes. In 2018 he was stunned to 
learn that he would be doing his 
novitiate year in the United States. 
“I was both excited and nervous 
about going to the America,” said 
Bro. David. “I had never lived more 
than an hour away from my family.”

After his novitiate year, Bro. David 
continued his Oblate journey in the 
United States, studying at Oblate 
School of Theology (OST) in San 
Antonio, Texas. During the past four 
years, he has been back to Zambia 
just once for a short visit.

Today, Bro. David is part of an 
international community of Oblate 
seminarians studying at OST. He is 
popular with his classmates because 
he is always smiling and in a good 
mood. Brother David is truly living 
his vocation to “be a happy man.” And 
in doing so, he brings happiness to 
everyone he meets, and will continue 
to do so as a Missionary Oblate for 
generations to come.

OMI Scholastics Rafael Banda, Maximilien Kenfack and Dogo 
Anagedeu were servers with Fr. Victor at a Holy Hour for 
vocations on May 6 at the Tepeyac Grotto in San Antonio.
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Thanks from Oblates in Ukraine

Some 36 Oblates of Mary Immaculate are currently assigned to the Delegation of Ukraine 
(under the auspices of the Province of Poland): 2 bishops, 27 priests, 2 Brothers, 4 scholastics. 

As many as possible have tried to stay with their people and protect them as best they can. The 
Oblates of the U.S. Province have sent a generous donation to help the Oblates help their people 
during the senseless and cruel war that has been raging their for months. Recently, Fr. Vitalij 
Podolan, OMI, sent a letter of thanks.

“...the help they received gives them hope for a 
better tomorrow”

“ ...the tragic war in Ukraine continues, taking a huge 
toll through the death and suff ering of thousands of 
people.”

Dear Brothers,

On behalf of the Provincial Delegation in Ukraine, I would like to express 
my sincere gratitude to you for your fi nancial support.

As you well know, the tragic war in Ukraine continues, taking a huge toll 
through the death and suff ering of thousands of people. The people who 
stayed behind need our presence and our support, so we chose to stay where 
the Church sent us.

Thanks to your generosity, people who have experienced this terrible war 
can receive the support they need. We can see a smile on their faces again, 
and the help they received gives them hope for a better tomorrow.

Each day, we pray together with the laity for our Benefactors. Thanks to 
your support, we feel part of the great Oblate family. May the merciful God 
reward you for your goodness and let the Immaculate Mary take constant 
care of you.

Fr. Vitalij Podolan, OMI
Delegation Superior
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Superior General names Honorary Oblates

By Fr. Louis Studer, OMI

I received word June 24th that Father General has named Geraldo 
Gonzalez, Sr. Jane Ann Slater, CDP, and John and Gee-Gee Whitehurst 

as Honorary Oblates of Mary Immaculate. At the June Provincial Council 
meeting, we had unanimously recommended them to Father General 
for this great honor.

Geraldo has served as Investment Manager for the Oblates for the past 
25 years and also served on many fi nance and investment committees 
for both the Oblates and the archdiocese of San Antonio. Sister Jane 
Ann currently is a member of the Board of Oblate School of Theology 
and recently retired from ministry as Chancellor for the archdiocese of 
San Antonio. John and Gee-Gee Whitehurst have been active members 
of the Oblate Partnership since its beginning almost 20 years ago and 
have been faithful participants in Oblate programs and events throughout 
this time.

All four honorees will offi  cially receive this designation Saturday, 
November 19, during Mass, in San Antonio.

Honorary Oblates share in all of the spiritual benefi ts of the Congregation. 
They truly are one with us. This designation was begun by St. Eugene 
himself as a way to honor and thank those who have shown their love 
for the Congregation by charitable works and a strong desire to share 
deeply in the charism of the Congregation.

Sr. Jane Ann Slater, CDPSr. Jane Ann Slater, CDP

John and Gee-Gee Whitehurst 

Geraldo Gonzalez

On May 21, Novice 
Director Fr. Frank Kuzcera 
blessed a new statue of 
the Virgin Mary in front of 
the remodeled novitiate. 
Novices with Fr. Frank, 
l-r Sipho, Etienne, Pablo, 
Chileshe and Royd.
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The RAM’s Corner

When Fr. Sal De George, 
OMI, was a scholastic at the 

International Roman Scholasticate 
(1959-66), the youngsters in 
Roviano where the IRS Oblates 
would spend the summer months 
used to call him “Salvatore salva 
tutti” (Salvatore saves everyone!). 
While he would be the fi rst to admit 
that he cannot save everyone, Fr. Sal 
has spent the nearly 57 years of his 
priesthood, hard at work trying to 
help people “act like human beings, 
fi rst of all, and then like Christians, 
and, fi nally, we must help them to 
become saints” (Oblate Founder, 
St. Eugene de Mazenod, OMI)

Currently, Fr. Sal is a “retired 
priest in residence” at Immaculate 
Conception Parish in Houston, 
TX, a parish where the Oblates 
of Mary Immaculate have served 
since 1911. As for his status as a 
RAM, (Reduced Active Ministry), 
he redefi nes the role as “Reduced 
Administrative Ministry.” 

Born into an Italian-American family 
in Houston in 1939, he is also proud 
of the New Orleans side of his family. 
These immigrants from Sicily were 
pillars of the Oblate-staff ed St. Mary’s 
parish and for over 100 years, owned 
and operated the famous Napoleon 
House Restaurant. During the 

disastrous Hurricane Katrina of 
August 2005, when over 1800 people 
lost their lives, he braved the weather 
to drive to NOLA to see that his 
relatives were safe…then with the 
help of his brother Peter drove them 
and two other members of the OMI 
family, Norbert and Myra Landry, to 
safety in Houston.

Within the Oblate Congregation, Sal 
is a “lifer,” a name we often give to 
those who entered Oblate formation 
as a freshman in high school. In 
1952, St. Anthony’s Seminary in 
San Antonio became Sal’s fi rst 
experience of OMI community 
living. In 1958, he entered the 
Oblate novitiate in Mission, TX, 
at La Lomita, very near one of 
the founding chapels that bears its 
name. There he pronounced his fi rst 
vows the following year. 

After his fi rst profession of vows, 
his superior assumed that as the 
grandson of Italian immigrants, he 
would do well studying in Rome 
and that’s where he went for a 
seven-year education off ered by the 
Dominicans at the Angelicum. He 
even spent the summer of 1963 at 
the University of Madrid studying 
Spanish. One July weekend, he 
took some time off  with friends to 
attend the Fiesta de San Fermin 

in Pamplona. Since pesetas were 
hard to come by, he and his friends 
chose to run with the bulls to gain 
free entry into the bullring. Sort of 
scary, he recalls, yet, in retrospect, 
the right choice since it was fun and 
exciting and memorable.

He was ordained a priest at the Oblate 
General House in Rome, 10 days after 
the conclusion of the Second Vatican 
Council in 1965. Like most of the “Old 
Romans” he considers himself blessed 
for having been in Rome for the entire 
Vatican II and fondly keeps those 
memories in his heart, mind and soul…

While he had expressed his desire to 
go to the African mission of Chad, 
his fi rst assignment took him to 
St. Anthony’s Seminary where he 
taught for seven years. In 1973, he 
moved to Dallas and then to Austin 
to head up the college-level Oblate 
formation program. Three years later, 
he began work on a Master’s Degree in 
Counseling and Psychology at Loyola 
University in Chicago.

The next stop was parish ministry, 
fi rst at St Thomas the Apostle 
in Huntsville, TX which had a 
university as well as a prison 
mission attached to it. Next, he 

“Salvatore salva tutti”
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was sent to Holy Family and then 
the Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception in Brownsville, TX. 
But in 1987, he received another 
surprise: he was to return to act as 
Rector of St. Anthony’s Seminary 
for six years.

In between two stints as pastor of 
St. Patrick’s Parish in Houston, 
he served as Vicar Provincial of 
the former Southern Province and 
then, in the newly formed United 
States Province, he held the title 
of “Area Councillor” for six years. 
For many years, he has been very 
active promoting and advising the 
Oblate Associates, not only in Texas 
but nationwide. 

In 2012, he was given another 
important assignment. The Oblate 
provinces of Italy and Spain were to 
be combined, and an assembly was 
convened outside Rome to work out 
the details of the merger. Fr. Sal, 
because of his ability to speak both 
Italian and Spanish, was asked to 
serve as moderator. “I repeatedly 
told the organizers I was not their 
man. I hadn't really spoken Italian 
in 46 years,” he says.

Finally, when no one else would 
volunteer, he accepted the 
assignment. In the end it became 
one of the most deeply satisfying 
moments in his Oblate career. Once 
at the assembly, he realized he was 
working with the descendants of 
the Italian Oblates who had once 
stood up for the immigrants in New 
Orleans, including his family. He 
also thought about how the current 
Spanish Oblates were descendants 
of those priests who had served the 
poor in Texas, especially in the Rio 

Grande Valley. Finding common 
ground with them, he helped the 
Italian and Oblates achieve a 
successful merger.

He now lives at Immaculate 
Conception Church, east of 
downtown Houston, but he is far 
from retired. He is always on the 
go, helping people. And if you don't 
think he's busy, try tracking him 
down some time. He continues 
mission, as he muses, like the folks 
that hang around “Home Depot” 
waiting to be called to serve…
serving Spanish speaking parishes 
where there is a need…keeping very 
busy since Houston, as one of the 
fastest growing immigrant cities 

in the country and as well its most 
diverse culturally, has more needs 
than it can handle.

Of the places that he serves, his favorite 
is perhaps the Catholic Worker House 
where Casa Juan Diego is housed. It 
is a last hope ministry for immigrants 
and refugees that otherwise would not 
make it. He celebrates Mass weekly 
and cooks for the paralytics that land 
there without papers nor insurance. 
A couple of them are there because 
they fell from trees while decorating 
homes with lights for the Christmas 
season. (Ed. Note: Thanks to Tom 
Kleinworth, St. Anthony’s alumnus, 
for supplying some information in 
this article.)

Breaking bread 
with fellow 
Oblates Roger 
Bergkamp and 
Clyde Rausch.

A nice chat with 
famous Roman 
actress, Sofi a 
Loren.
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REMEMBERING OUR RECENTLY DECEASED 
 Oblates United States Province

John Collet, OMI, died in San Antonio, TX, on April 27, 2022.
Elmar Mauer, OMI, died in Belleville, IL, on May 10, 2022.
Paul Daly, OMI, died in Tewksbury, MA, on May 18, 2022
Edward Bradley Hinker, HOMI, longtime fi nancial consultant to the former Central Province, died 
on May 29, 2022, in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
Roger Couture, OMI, died in Tewksbury, MA, on June 10, 2022.

From other OMI Units with USP connections
Cesar Ulises Silva Castillo, OMI, died on January 22, 2022, in Mexico City, MX. (Former 
scholastic in San Antonio, TX)
Sylvester Lewans, OMI, died in Saskatoon, Canada, on January 26, 2022 (OMI Lacombe Province: 
former member of novitiate staff  in Godfrey, IL,)
James Dukowski, OMI, died in Vancouver, Canada, on July 31, 2022. (OMI Lacombe Province: 
former member of US Province and founder of Tijuana Prenovitiate.)

Oblate Constitution 43
We will keep alive the memory of our deceased and not fail to pray for them, 
faithfully offering the suffrages prescribed on their behalf.

John Collet, OMI Roger Couture, OMIElmar Mauer, OMI Paul Daly, OMI

FAMILY AND FRIENDS

James B. Wall, brother of Fr. Sherman Wall, OMI, died on May 11, 2022.
Marla Reding, wife of Jerry Reding, nephew of Fr. Louis Studer, OMI, died on May 17, 2022. 
Ralph Conserva, father of Fr. Stephen Conserva, OMI, died on May 23, 2022.
Kevin Hanley, brother of Fr. John Hanley, OMI, died on May 25, 2022.
Dawai Tumba, brother-in-law of Bro. Dogo Anaguedeu, OMI, (from Cameroon, currently studying in 
San Antonio) died on May 26, 2022.
Robert Kalert, brother of Fr. David Kalert, OMI, died  on June 12, 2022.
Ray Cañas, brother of Fr. Eugene Cañas, OMI, died on June 24, 2022. 
Teresa Gordon, mother of Fr. John Gordon, OMI, died in July 10, 2022. 
Lucille Meyer, sister of the late Fr. James Pfeifer, OMI, and cousin of Bishop Michael Pfeifer, OMI, 
died on July 15, 2022.
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With the easing of Covid-19 restrictions, the U.S. Province was able to honor its members 
(and those now serving in other Oblate Units) who are celebrating in 2022 milestone 
anniversaries of their First Profession of Vows as Oblates of Mary Immaculate and/
or their Ordination to the Priesthood. A special jubilee Mass at Immaculate Heart of 
Mary Residence in Tewksbury, MA, on June 6. Others are schedule for October 27 
at the Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows in Belleville, IL; and on November 17 at the 
Immaculate Conception Chapel at Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, TX.

FIRST VOWS

70th ANNIVERSARY
George Kirwin
Amador Lopez
Edward Vrazel
Sherman Wall

65th ANNIVERSARY
Roger Hallée

John Henault (Haiti)
Saturnino Lajo

Phillip Singarayar

60th ANNIVERSARY
Jaime Gibbons (Brazil)

Raymond A. Lebrun
Vincent Louwagie (Guatemala)

Ruben Martinez
Clyde Rausch

Bro. Peter Vasquez
Norman Volk
Paul Wilhelm

50th ANNIVERSARY
Allen Courteau (Denmark)

Ricardo Guerra
Louis Studer

40th ANNIVERSARY
John Cox

Daniel Gagnon (Mexico)

25th ANNIVERSARY
Michael Powell

Godfrey Mpundu Sekula (Zambia)

ORDINATION

65th ANNIVERSARY
William Davis
Donald Dietz
James Miller
Sherman Wall

60th ANNIVERSARY
John Castro

John Drexel (Brazil)
Ruben Elizondo (Mexico)

Gerard Weber

50th ANNIVERSARY
Francis Hahn (Japan)

Kenneth Hannon
Anthony Rigoli

Ronald Rolheiser (OMI Lacombe)
Richard Sudlik

40th ANNIVERSARY
Warren Brown (General Admin.)

Kevin Collins

25th ANNIVERSARY
Dwight Hoeberechts

Lawrence Mariasoosai
Timothy Paulsen
Andrew Sensenig

Celebrating years of service as 
Oblate Priests and Brothers

Oblates gathered in Tewksbury to celebrate on June 6, 2022.
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From the Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ (June 2022) until Pentecost of 2025, the 
Bishops of the United States have called all the Faithful to participate in a EUCHARISTIC 
REVIVAL of celebrating, honoring, participating in, and living the great gift of Jesus to His 
Church: his own Body and Blood as our food and the source and summit of all the graces 
He bestows on his People. Our Founder, St. Eugene de Mazenod, would be pleased:

In a letter to his fi rst Oblate companion, Fr. Henri Tempier, the year of the founding of the 
Oblates, 1826, he wrote: I was prompted to abandon myself to all the sentiments that his 
divine presence and the immensity of his mercy inspired… These same sentiments were 
renewed when I presented myself before him to adore him, whether at my hour of adoration, 
whether on appearing before him as I left or entered the house, still again on visits I tried 
to make often during the Forty Hours, or in other churches where the Blessed Sacrament 
was exposed.


