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Connect | Engage | Inspire
Welcome to Volume 10, Issue 1, of the Missionary Oblate Partnership newsletter, created to keep Partners
informed about Partnership activities and events, and to promote a deeper connection between Partnership
members, the Oblates and the initiatives we support. We hope you find the content valuable and interesting.

THANKSGIVING
Dear Partners,
Given the timing of this eNewsletter, I was encouraged to add a note of “thanks” - easiest assignment
I’ve been given! Writing this causes me to reflect not only on 2019 but what we have been and
become these past 12-13 years.
We have become a group of men and women who continue to grow more personally connected in our
faith lives and this has motivated and influenced the Partnership identity: what we do for Oblate
missions, for each other, and for ourselves.
I read a meditation this week that said “genuine connection with God is always personal, but never
individual.” Cleverly put, and accurate, as I reflect on our Partnership.
In my relationships with Partners, I have seen a growing, flowering manifestation of the deep desire
for inner connection with God that already resides within each of us. And because we all feel this way,

the Partnership itself has grown in its desire to “dig in” and go deeper in that relationship. But just
like the meditation above suggests, I continue to see our inner connection reaching outward: to do
more good, to reach more suffering people, to promote more group reflection on things like Church
renewal…and to care more personally for each other.
The Franciscan Richard Rohr recently said that if the Church is to recapture some of the relevance it
has lost in contemporary society it will be because it reflects faith that begins with the 'real deal'
inner-life of connecting and moving outwards towards others.
This is us! And this is also why the Partnership is so meaningful for our Church’s future. For this I’m
especially grateful.

Artie Pingolt

Just another Partner the Spirit has moved “outward,” Greg Blasko is pictured here with Oblates in Zambia,
where he traveled to teach them how to use finance and accounting software. He has also done training for
Oblates in India and Sri Lanka.

HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR EVENTS
Summer 2019 BBQ and Conversation Washington, DC

2019's East Coast Summer BBQ & Conversation was held at OMI headquarters in DC on August 21. “The State
of the Church in Africa” was the very ambitious topic undertaken by Oblate Valentine Kalumba, OMI, the
recently appointed bishop of the Livingstone Diocese in Zambia, AFRICA.

Bishop Valentine’s friendliness and

large-heart matched the broad scope of the topic as he endeavored to share with several Partners the diversity
of pastoral needs and desires of the people in Africa.
He also indicated that the US Church could benefit from witnessing the strong zeal for the faith Africans feel. It
was noted by attendees that Americans can take for granted the power believers around the world feel from
the “dignity of the human person” which Christianity proclaims and which Catholic Social Teaching promotes.
Partners attending:

Gregory & Kate Woodward, Mary Mencarini Campbell, Rob Lively, Dianne & Ed

Murray, HOMI, Lou Studer, OMI, Jim Chambers, OMI, Seamus Finn, OMI, Jasmine Azima, and Artie
Pingolt.

Also joining were representatives from the US Bishops, US Catholic Mission Association and

CARA-Georgetown University.
2020

Summer BBQ & Conversation Speaker:

Ms. Michele Bowe, Order of Malta’s Ambassador to

Palestine: The State of Christianity in Palestine. DATE TBD: July or August.

SA Partners Holiday Gathering
Over 25 Partners gathered on Tuesday, November 19 in San Antonio at Culligan Southwest offices, hosted by
Culligan owners (and Partners) Bob Boerner and Kristi Stanford.
Continuing the 2019-2020 theme of “Around the Oblate World,”

the evening’s guest speaker, Fr. David

Ullrich, OMI, recently returned from six years of mission work in the Far East, gave a lecture on “The State of
Christianity in China.”

There are currently three Oblates in China, where the communist government attempts

to control much of how the Church operates. A BBQ potluck supper followed.
Attending the evening were Oblates Ullrich, Billy Morell, Ron Rolheiser and Clyde Rausch and other

Partners Lauretta & Sermet Agolli, Bonnie & Frank Gittinger, Shari & Charlie Biediger, Gee Gee & John
Whitehurst, Jasmine Azima, Vivian Vance, Michael & Katie Whitehurst, Fr. Juan Molina, Mary & Greg
Blasko, Ruth & Bob Kusenberger, HOMI, Kate Stanford and Artie Pingolt.
Special guest for the evening was Ms. Ana Maria Lecea, who is interested in joining the Partnership.

Ms.

Lecea is a San Antonio entrepreneur and business owner.
One fun surprise for the evening:

fellow Partner and leader of the Oblate mission in Tijuana, Fr. Jesse

Esqueda, OMI provided designer tee shirts for the group, made from the equipment granted to the Tijuana
Oblate Youth via the Partnership Mission Fund. Thanks, Jesse and Oblate Youth!!

MPS Delivers Workshop In Chile

At the same time Partners were meeting in San Antonio, missionaries in Chile were gathering in Santiago for a
three day workshop delivered by Mission Project Service (MPS), the grant advisory operation that the
Partnership took over in 2015.
Leading the group of 48 brothers, sisters, priests and lay women and men was MPS workshop instructor
Patricio Alvelo, a resident of Buenos Aires. In the past two years, we have also provided workshops in Haiti,
Cuba, Argentina, and Honduras.

GENERAL UPDATES
US Bishops Laud De Mazenod Conference
In a letter sent earlier this summer to the Partnership and Oblate School of Theology, Msgr. Brian Bransfield,
the General Secretary of the US Conference of Catholic Bishops wrote to thank participants in the 2019
De Mazenod Conference “A Pathway of Hope: Renewing the Church”.
Specifically, the General Secretary wrote to thank us for the Conference Report that was provided to him 1
month after the Conference was held February 15-17 at the Oblate Renewal Center in San Antonio.
Msgr. Bransfield went on to indicate that the full report was provided to “Cardinal Daniel DiNardo, USCCB
President and to lead staff and other relevant bishops charged with developing a response to the current
crisis…I can assure you that the information you gave us has been part of the discussion.” Click Here to read
the full letter.
We also gratefully note that much of the costs of the 2019 De Mazenod Conference were underwritten by a grant
from the USCCB.

PROFILE
Rest In Peace: Archbishop Emeritus Harry Flynn, HOMI
On September 22, 2019 after a long and wonderful life, fellow Partner and beloved Archbishop and priest Harry
Flynn passed away after a year-long struggle with cancer. One Partner suggested that it is highly likely, if such
things are permitted, that Rosemary Walsh, HOMI, was waiting to escort him through the “pearly gates!”
Archbishop Flynn had been a Partner for nearly 10 years and provide a range of support to our work that
included advocacy for OMI projects with the Papal and Rauenhorst Foundations, giving days of recollection and
retreats to Partners, and joining in Partnership pilgrimages to Tijuana, Mexico and Rome.
He will be remembered as a fun, funny and warm-hearted person whose favorite thing to do was hosting people
in his home for dinner, something that he did several times for the Partners.
Archbishop Flynn was made an Honorary Oblate in 2011. The dedication ceremony was held at Christ the King
OMI Retreat Center in Buffalo, MN a place where he had given several retreats to members of the Archdiocese of
St. Paul & Minneapolis.
We were all so lucky to have known him and to have enjoyed his friendship!

Twin Cities Partners gather in Spring, 2019 for their last dinner at Archbishop
Flynn’s residence in St. Paul. The Archbishop is in the right foreground. He was
famous during his time as bishop and archbishop for nearly constantly hosting
dinners for former seminarians, groups of priests in his diocese, sisters who worked
in various ministries wherever he was, and missionary congregations like the Oblates
with whom he felt a special connection. Archbishop Harry hosted more dinners in his
home than any other Partners: lucky us, to have been guests at his table!

FYI
Glossary of “Oblate” Terms
From time to time, Partners ask about what a particular word in our “Oblate world” means. Many of you ask
about various Oblate operations in the US but also about words that describe the Oblate governing structure and
how decisions are made- a lot of Partners have “executive” DNA!
that you have asked about.

Included below are many of those words

US Province

All of the Oblates and their ministries that are geographically part of the United States + the

Delegation of Zambia and San Eugenio Mission, Tijuana, Mexico.
Delegation

A unit of Oblates that functions as a separate self-governing body but one that is also under the

overall management of a given Province.

A Delegation is not 100% independent but is part of a specific

Province. Two examples: OMI-Zambia is a delegation of the US Province. India is a delegation of the Sri Lanka
Province: this might seem counter-intuitive, given the size of the country of India, but the province of Sri
Lankan Oblates has many more members and was established over 150 years earlier than India.
General Administration

The World-wide Oblate leadership in Rome composed of a General Superior, (an

American, Fr. Louie Lougen), OMI Vicar General, 2 Assistant generals, Treasurer General and 5 General
Councilors from around the world.
Provincial Council

The all-Oblate team composed of the Provincial, two Vicar-Provincials and four US Oblates

who make legal and operational decisions for the US Province. The US Province treasurer attends all Council
meetings as a non-voting member.
OMSI

Oblate Missionary Society, Inc (OMSI) The official fundraising operation of the US Province. OMSI

includes Oblate Missions (San Antonio) and the Missionary Association (Belleville).

IMPORTANT: All donations

from the Partnership are accounted for by OMSI but the operations and activity of the Partnership are
considered a “Ministry of the US Province,” distinct from OMSI.
Formation

That process, from Pre-Novitiate through Final Vows (Priest or Brother) of an Oblate’s training in

spirituality, theology and the missionary identity of being an Oblate of Mary Immaculate. Additionally, Oblates
are expected to continue learning throughout their life, called “ongoing formation.”
Missionary Oblate Partnership

A ministry of the US Province, serving a variety of material and pastoral

needs of the US Province, foreign Oblates and the enrichment of the Partners themselves.
Mission Project Service MPS is a capacity-building platform that serves Catholic missionaries throughout the
world, Oblate and non-Oblate alike. MPS is incorporated as an “outreach” of Oblate School of Theology but
managed by the Partnership.
Chapter

A major meeting of global Oblate leadership (all Provincials and other leaders from provinces and

delegations) that takes place every 6 years. This group elects the Superior General and is the highest decisionmaking authority in the Oblate congregation.
Inter-Chapter

An important, but less strategically decisive meeting that usually establishes issues to be

addressed at the next Chapter.
Convocation

A major meeting of a Province, held every 3 years, designed to address significant issues of

current operation and also reflect on future strategies. In April, 2020 the US Convocation will be held in at the
National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows in Belleville, IL and include the unique element of inviting Partners to
join the Oblates for part of this meeting.
Justice, Peace & Integrity of Creation (JPIC)

These values -justice, peace, integrity of creation- are

expected to be present in all Oblate ministry. The U.S. JPIC office is a standing ministry of the US Province that
does at least two things: 1. Represent OMI and the US Province in national and global issues regarding “social
Justice,” such as the environment, human rights, death penalty, abortion and other moral issues. 2. Initiate its
own programs, usually within the US Province, that promote Church teaching on relevant issues.

Mission

An Oblate “mission” is the smallest of the officially recognized entities a Province has in another

country. For example, the network of Oblates and their operations in Zambia is recognized as a Delegation, but
the smaller, single operation of San Eugenio in Mexico (Tijuana) is deemed a Mission.
Charism This word refers to a specific identifying characteristic that the Oblates or other congregations give
special meaning and priority.

In the case of the Oblates, while the “evangelization of the world’s poor” is

probably the most well-known charism, care of young people, hospitality and missionary perseverance (“leave
nothing undared”) are other charisms that mark Oblates.

IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR
2019
Partnership Mission Fund Grants Committee
December 3
Via Teleconference
3rd Annual Friends of St. Eugene Dinner
December 10
Washington, DC
Hosted by Rob Lively

2020
Partners Annual Retreat: Becoming Contemplative
March 6-8
Lebh Shomea Center Sarita, Texas
MPS International Workshop for Missionaries
April 13-17
Claretianum, ROME
Mazenodian Family & USP OMI Congress*
April 16-17
OMI National Shrine Belleville, IL
The Aix Experience: In The Footsteps of De Mazenod
June 23-29
Provence, FRANCE
Annual SA Partners BBQ
May or June, TBD
San Antonio
Hosted by Ana Maria Lecea
OMI Zambia: Oblates Missions & African Life
July, TBD
Zambia, AFRICA
6th Annual BBQ & Conversation
July or August, TBD
Washington, DC
MPS USA Workshop for Missionaries
December 1-3
San Antonio

For more information about meetings and travel, contact Artie Pingolt.

WE ARE THE MAZENODIAN FAMILY
This newsletter is about Partnership, in the broadest sense of the word! Please share news, updates, photos, and
content with other partners via this newsletter by emailing Artie Pingolt.
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