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The Interchapter Meeting in Obra, Poland
Introduction
Constitution 125 states, “The
General Chapter is the highest authority within the Congregation. It meets regularly
to strengthen the bonds of
unity and to express the
members’ participation in
the life and mission of the
Congregation….”
Rule 128e states, “Between
Chapters, the Superior General in Council in plenary
session will call at least one meeting of
the Provincials with the Central
Government…the principal purpose of
such a meeting is to evaluate the extent
to which decisions taken in Chapter have
been carried out, to encourage further
implementation of such decisions, and

Oblate Frs. Pawel Zajac, Provincial of Poland, Shanil Jayawardena, Director
of Communications, and Cornelius Ngoka, First Assistant, Oblate Congregation.
The 37th General Chapter will
be held in Rome in 2022. The
And so, following Rule 128e, Interchapter meeting most often is held
the Interchapter meeting convened on midpoint between General Chapters
July1-July 13 at the Oblate which are every six years.
Continued on page 2
Scholasticate in Obra, Poland.
to provide for the remote preparation
of the next Chapter.”

3 profess first vows
Story and photos by Will Shaw
n August 1st, the birthday of St. Eugene de Mazenod, Oblates, friends
and relatives gathered at St. Ambrose
Church in Godfrey, IL, to witness David P.
Chisha, Mark Anthony Hernández, and
Democracy Mudenda take their first vows
as Oblates of Mary Immaculate.
The Mass, celebrated by Oblate VicarProvincial Fr. Jim Brobst, featured a homily
from Provincial, Fr. Louis Studer, after which
the young men took their formal vows.
The Oblate formators at the Immaculate Heart of Mary Novitiate in Godfrey are

O
Preparing for first profession as Oblates, l-r: Democracy Mudenda,
Mark Anthony Hernández and David Chisha.

Continued on page 10
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to a world badly in need
of Christ’s salvation.
Continued from page 1
Although red
Although the Interchapters do vestments were worn for
not hold the weight of being the highest this Mass asking for the
authority in the Congregation, they nev- invocation of the Holy
ertheless hold a significant, pivotal place Spirit upon our deliberain the life of the Congregation,“setting tions, Paolo spoke also
the stage,” so to speak, of important about Christ’s blood,
agenda items and direction for the Chap- shed on the cross, a
theme near and dear to
ter itself.
the heart of our Oblate
The Opening of the Interchapter
Founder, St. Eugene de
Meeting
52 Provincials and Delegation Mazenod. That blood, he
Fr. Louis Lougen, Superior General, introduces Fr.
Superiors from the five continents in the said, should be a reLou Studer to Fr. Louis Diedhiou, Superior in Senegal,
Oblate world gathered for this meeting. minder to all Oblates
Africa , at the beginning of the Interchapter.
Seven Oblate translators assisted in en- about the sacrifices we
Reports from Canada – U.S.
suring that all participants were able to are called to make to bring Christ’s
Region
take part as there are three official lan- salvation to the people we serve on
Previous to the meeting, each
guages spoken in the Congregation (En- the five continents where Oblates are
region
was
asked to submit a report,
glish, French, Spanish). Oblate Scho- in Mission.
After Mass, we gathered in the indicating the significant developments
lastics at Obra prepared all the liturgies
th
and music for the two weeks of meetings. newly built assembly room at the in implementing the calls of the 36
Vicar General Paolo Archiati Scholasticate to become better ac- General Chapter.
The U.S. Province, with its
presided at the opening Mass, Monday quainted with one another before the real
morning, July 1. Using the gospel text of work of the meeting began. Each of us mission in Tijuana, has made a signifithe disciples meeting the Risen Lord on was given an opportunity to share what cant outreach to the “new poor” comthe road to Emmaus, Paolo questioned we see as our hopes for this two-week ing into Tijuana from Central America.
Our parishes on the Mexican border
the Oblates gathered for this meeting if, meeting.
Significant points shared were: have offered material and spiritual asas Oblates, our hearts don’t burn also
to bring the good news of Jesus Christ the opportunity to get to know other sistance to refugees as well, as their
leaders in the Congregation numbers continue to increase. New
better; understand and appre- programs at St. Joseph the Worker
ciate more deeply the mission Shrine in Lowell, MA, such as atwork of which each of us is a tempts to help end human trafficking,
member and leader; prepare are another excellent example, among
ourselves to choose qualified many others.
leaders for the Congregation
We were also asked to idenwhen the next Chapter meets tify some significant areas of resistance
in three years; and look at how to the calls of the General Chapter.
the Congregation can be reWe responded by challenging
structured to help ensure bet- our province to strive to respond better use of fewer Oblates in ter to Oblates who come to minister
some regions of the world as with us or study in our formation prowell as better use of more ObFr. Ken Forster, Provincial of Lacombe, Canada, (l) lates in other places.

shares a light moment with Fr. Vicente
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Continued from page 2
grams from different cultures. While we
tend to be welcoming and inviting, we
don’t always challenge ourselves to
learn from them about their background
and culture. We also don’t challenge
ourselves enough with one another in
our fidelity to the vows, especially poverty, on an ongoing basis.
Finally, to the question about
where we are being called to grow, we
responded by looking at how we can
invite the Mazenodian Family to share
more fully in the charism of St. Eugene;
how the various groups of the Family
can help us in our ministry, in deeper
appreciation and love of the charism
and, in the practical ways the charism
can appeal to more people whom we
serve in ministry.
As a province, we also need to
grow in the quality of healthcare we offer to our senior Oblates, who have ministered 50, 60, 70 plus years whether
at home or in foreign missions. They
need to be helped in better and more
fruitful ways in facing their retirement
years. We can do much more for them
than we have in the past!
I am very grateful to Jim
Brobst, OMI, for his assistance in

Frs. Antonio Ponce, Fernando Velasqez, Lou Studer, Warren Brown and
Tom Ovalle concelebrate Mass during the interchaper in Obra, Poland.

helping prepare the report of our province to the Canada – U.S. region to be
shared at the Interchapter meeting. The
U.S. Province has been very generous
with personnel and finances to the wider
Region and to the Congregation. That
fact was recognized and greatly appreciated. At the Africa-Madagascar regional report, mention was made of
Mary Immaculate Parish in Lusaka,
Zambia and the ministry of the parishioners there to refugees, migrants and
the rural poor. Mention was also made
of the Justice, Peace and Integrity of
Creation Office in Washington, DC and
its contribution to the Congregation in
terms of making Oblates
more aware of peoples
around the globe who are
struggling in unjust situations
of dire poverty, poor economic development, as well
as practical ways to give
greater care for Mother
Earth.
Our Prayer Together
I was asked to
preach and preside at Eucharist one of the days, so I invited the U.S. Province lanFr. Luc Tardif, Provincial of Notre Dame du Cap Province guage translators to join me

Fr. Ken Thorson, Vicar Provincial of Lacombe Province.

as specially designated concelebrants.
U.S. Oblates Tom Ovalle, Antonio
Ponce, Fernando Velasquez did an
excellent job with the challenging task
of translating from Spanish to English
and vice versa. Such an international
meeting of Oblates could not happen
without the generous contribution and
exhausting work of these Oblates.
Restructuring
The Interchapter turned its attention to the topic of restructuring of
the Congregation for the purpose of
more effective mission in the world.
Key words in “restructuring”
are the words “conversion” and “mission”. The Chapter of 2016 had asked
the Superior General to use his authority for the process of restructuring in the
Congregation. Restructuring the Congregation (either to larger or smaller) has
been a part of the Congregation since
our beginnings. Restructuring is part of
life itself. Restructuring happens not only
in terms of provinces or geographical
entities but also within provinces and
delegations as well.
There has already been a consolidation of some houses of first forContinued on page 4
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Continued from page 3
mation in various parts of the Congregation. An important element of restructuring is also the dimension of
interculturality, especially for those in
first formation. This became an important theme for the determination of
which formation houses would likely be
amalgamated. We need to use the experience of provinces that have experienced restructuring as a possible model
for further work in the Congregation.
Restructuring involves both elements from smaller to larger and larger
to smaller. A province is never an end
in itself. It is the means of making mission and community life more viable. So,
more viable community structures for
the sake of mission become the “raison
d’etre” for restructuring.
This Interchapter meeting discussed, at length, the necessary steps
to be taken in the process of restructuring as a preparation for this activity.
Again, it is important to remember that restructuring is an ongoing process of life so there will not be a
time when this is not an effort or concern of the Congregation.
The General Administration
made some suggestions about possibilities for restructuring in various parts of
the Oblate world.
The region of Canada – U.S.
was one suggestion made among several others.
Some areas of the world, such
as Zambia, are growing and will eventually (perhaps in 4-5 years) become
its own province. Already, there are
over 60 Oblates in vows in Zambia so,
personnel-wise, enough to be its own
province. The current lack of financial
sustainability continues to be a major
issue halting this process.
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Back, l-r: Fr. Pawel Zajac, Provincial of Poland, Fr. Lougen, Fr. Antoni
Bochm,(far r), General Councilor for Europe, with Oblate Associates who
attended the Closing Mass.

The General Administration
seems to favor a process for restructuring whereby they suggest, e.g.,, that
the four provinces of the Canada-U.S.
region should make a proposal for how
they would choose to restructure and
then the General Administration would
respond to such a plan. They prefer that
the initiative come from the provinces
themselves but, if not done within a certain period of time, the General Administration would then suggest its own
plan.
At this point, it is unclear what
type of restructuring in the Canada-U.S.
region makes the most sense, would be
the most viable for mission, renewal and
conversion.
Some might say the three provinces of Canada should unite first but
the language barrier (English, French,
Polish) might make it easier for all four
provinces to plan to restructure.
Whatever the case, the topic
was openly discussed at the
Interchapter meeting. Fr. General had
been given a mandate, at the 2016 Gen-

eral Chapter, to present a plan for Congregation-wide restructuring if the provinces themselves had not presented a
plan to him by the 2022 Chapter.
What that will finally look like
and with all the steps suggested to us
to make that happen is in itself, a complicated process (as many of us remember). We are, perhaps, at least 4-6
years away (that is probably a conservative estimate), from this becoming finalized. Some initial steps toward making this happen, whatever “this” is, will
begin to take place probably in the next
two-four years.
Free Day and Retreat Days
Sunday, July 7 th, the
Interchapter participants went to
Poznan to visit the headquarters of the
Province and celebrate Mass at the local Oblate parish. The Archdiocese of
Poznan is the oldest diocese in the country. We visited Archbishop Stanislaw
Gadecki at his home. He thanked the
Oblates for their presence and ministry
in the archdiocese. He told us that of
Continued on page 5
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all the religious men and women ministering in the archdiocese, the Oblates are
the community that gives the “best pastoral service to the people”.
Monday and Tuesday, July 8th
and 9th, were days of silent retreat.
The conferences centered on the
theme of the Interchapter itself: the
experience of the disciples encountering the Risen Lord on the way to
Emmaus.
The Meeting Continues
Each region met separately to
surface priorities to present to the General Administration that the region will
work on between now and the General
Chapter in 2022.
The Canada-U.S. region presented three priorities:

Greater collaboration among
younger Oblates in the region for the
purpose of regional commitment to three
ministry sites in the region;

Greater emphasis on ministry
with youth and vocation recruiting;

Discerning the future of the administrative structures of the region and
the presentation of a concrete plan for
the same at the Joint Meeting of the region with the General Administration in
Canada in 2021.
The Interchapter Concludes
The Interchapter assembly next
turned its attention to suggesting various themes for the 2022 Chapter to the
Superior General. The upcoming Chapter will elect a new Superior General and
Council and, as usual, set a missionary
vision for the following six years for the
Congregation, determine general policy
for the Congregation and, if need be,
make changes in the Rules and propose
to the Holy See modifications in our
Constitutions.

Our meeting concluded Saturday, July 13th, with Mass. Fr. Lougen
presided and preached.
This Mass of Thanksgiving to
the Holy Spirit for guidance, inspiration and blessing was a most fitting way
for the meeting to end.
During Mass, there was a
moving ceremony of foot washing,
emphasizing the service we as Oblates
are to offer to one another and to the
people whom we serve in ministry.
Fr. General thanked the fiftytwo Oblates for their active participation in this Interchapter meeting as well
as the Oblates at the Scholasticate at

Obra who welcomed us so graciously
and warmly.
Several Oblate Associates attended the Closing Mass as well. Their
devotion to and love of the Oblates was
demonstrated by their own deep thanks
and praise for the presence and ministry of the Oblates at Obra.
One religious sister told me, in
broken English, “the Oblates are a great
blessing to the people of Poland, not
only here at Obra but in many of the
poorest, most destitute, countries
around the world.” It was a fitting comment as this Interchapter Assembly finished its business in Poland.

O

ver 90 teens and pre-teens gathered at the Belleville, IL, Pastoral Center
on June 29 for the annual Diocesan Hispanic Youth Day for a Day of
Recollection.The keynote speaker, Fr. Salvador “Chava” Gonzalez,
OMI, from the ministerial team at the King’s House Retreat Center in Belleville,
told the youth that through Baptism God has claimed each one of them into the
body of Christ.
The 45 million Hispanic Catholics in the United States are breathing new
life into the Catholic Church, Fr. Gonzalez said. He told the teens that they were
the ones God has sent to bring new life into his body. ”That is an awesome thing
to keep in mind, an awesome responsibility. We are the promise of God being
kept. God has empowered you to keep the faith alive. If we don’t who will?”
The diocesan Office of Hispanic Ministry sponsored the event.

-Condensed from an article by Christopher Orlet , Editor of the Belleville Messenger
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The U. S. Province is in a
unique position to offer significant contributions to the formation of Oblate
seminarians. The Central Government
has asked the U.S. Province to look
towards the regionalization of our formation. CROCUS has begun to strategically investigate concrete expressions of how that can take place. For the past four years,
formation and vocation personnel for the four provinces of
the U.S. and Canada have met to share best practices and
receive input from various professionals on current formation and vocation trends. The novitiate has benefitted from
the presence of our Canadian brothers on its staff. Our First
Formation has, for many years, had formandi from Canada
and Kenya (a delegation of the Lacombe Province) come to
study at Oblate School of Theology. Our scholastics have
benefitted from internship experiences that occur both in the
U.S. and Canada. The Pre-Novitiate and Novitiate frequently receive candidates from Canada.
A closer look at U.S. Province Formation reveals a
further benefit that our province offers not only to regional
formation, but to formation Congregation-wide. Residing
within the four houses of formation in the province are seminarians from all over the Oblate world.

The Borzaga Formation Community in San Antonio
will welcome fourteen scholastics this coming academic year.
Seven of those scholastics are from the U.S. Province, with
the other seven coming from Zambia, Canada, Lesotho, and
Cameroon.

The Immaculate Heart of Mary Novitiate in Godfrey
will welcome nine novices this coming year, four from the
U.S. Province, and five from Zambia, India, Assumption
(Canada), and Kenya.

Our two Pre-Novitiate programs (Buffalo and
Tijuana) will be welcoming 16 pre-novices in the coming academic year. All of them are studying for the U.S. Province.
Contributing significantly to province formation
efforts is our very own Oblate School of Theology. OST
has evolved from a small institution of theology in the
American Southwest to an institution of significant theological and pastoral preparation in the U.S. and the
world. The Capuchins, Franciscans, Redemptorists,
and Missionaries of the Holy Spirit are more recent
congregations that send their scholastics to OST. Our
seminarians sit side by side with laity and other religious as they prepare for ministry.
OMI-USA - 6

Please remember in prayer
our recently departed
Robert Ferguson, 81, former Oblate, died on
June 17, 2019 in Katy, TX.
Fr. Roberto Pena, OMI, 95, died on July 24
in San Antonio, TX.
Fr. Jean (John) Morin, 94, OMI, died on July
28 in Tewksbury, MA.
Harold F. Flater, 87, brother of Fr. Gerald
Flater, OMI, died on July 30, in Braintree, MA.
Fr. Ronald N. Carignan, OMI, 86, died on
Aug. 7, at Oblate Madonna Residence, San
Antonio, TX.

In the next academic year (2020-21), our pre-novitiate formation house in Buffalo will be moving to St.
Louis. The Jesuits at St. Louis University have been most
hospitable in welcoming us to their campus. Their philosophy program has a stellar reputation. Our pre-novices will certainly benefit from what the Jesuits offer in their
philosophy and religious studies department.
The U.S. Province is grateful for the efforts of our
men in formation and vocation ministry. Their diligence
ensures that our charism continues its relevance in the U.S.
and the Congregation.
-by Fr. Art Flores, OMI

Fr. Ray Cook, OMI (l) chats with Fr. Flores prior to the
First Vow ceremony in St. Anselm Church, Godfrey,
IL -Story on page 1.

‘Come and See’ attracts 16

Over the next few days the young men had presentations by Oblate Frs. Art Flores and Mike Amesse,
and had the opportunity to hand out
food to Brownsville’s homeless, plus
visits to important sites in Oblate history.
The former Shrine of San Juan de
los Lagos in San Juan, TX, Port Isabel,
and the La Lomita Chapel in Mission,
TX. Outside the historic La Lomita,
Fr. Roy Snipes, OMI, told them
about the 100-plus years history of the
chapel, and about some of the recent
history in which the chapel has found
itself in the way of the proposed border wall along the Rio Grande River.
Some even experienced the “rare priviFrs. Richard Hall, Kevin Collins and Peter Antonisamy gather with the lege” of riding in the boat Fr. Snipes
weekend group. Future novice Mateusz Garsteki is 1st in the 2nd row.
uses to minister along the banks of the
Rio Grande.
ixteen young men from around the country gathered

S

with Oblates in Brownsville, TX over the June 27July 1 weekend to participate in a “Come and See”
event where they could get to know some Oblates, and see
some facilities and ministries to help in their discernment
regarding a missionary life.
The men, who came from California, Texas, Illinois, Virginia and Tennessee, were joined by Mateusz
Garsteki, who has just finished two years in the Oblate
Prenovitiate in Buffalo, NY. Mateusz, who will be entering
the Oblate novitiate in the fall, shared his experience with
the men who are eager to know all about what to expect as
they consider Oblate formation.

Fr. Snipes speaks on the history of the La Lomita chapel.

Taking food to the Brownsville Homeless Shelter
In addition, there was time for the visitors
to get to know a bit about each other, and to
chat more deeply with Oblates about the rewards and challenges of life as a religious missionary.
According to Vocations Director,
Fr.Richard Hall, OMI, “This was a mature
group of very spiritual men who are very
interested in religious life. They especially
enjoyed the “hands on” opportunity to
hand out food to the homeless with Fr.
Amesse.”
--Special Thanks to Oblate Vocation Directors, Fr. Richard Hall, OMI and Fr.
Paul Dass Selvaraj, OMI.
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Tijuana Associates
Last August in Tijuana, Pre-novice
Brandon Ontiveros began a simple formation program for six future Oblate
Associates. The majority of Oblate
Associates in Tijuana had either passed
away or had become inactive.
One veteran Associate Teresa
Vasquez also prepared to renew her
commitment. Teresa has been the cook
at the Pre-novitiate for 29 years. The
initial formation came to a conclusion
with a retreat at the Pre-novitiate in
Tijuana on June 8, 2019. National Director Geri Furmanek facilitated the
retreat.
On June 9, Pentecost Sunday,
the six new Associates and the one veteran Associate made a public commitment in the chapel of San Enrique in
the parish of San Eugenio to continue
to integrate the Oblate charism in their
lives.

At the end of the retreat in the chapel of the Pre-novitiate, l-r: Pre-novices Victor Izquierdo and Brandon Ontiveros, National Director Geri
Furmanek, Associates Rosario Mendez, Virginia Mendez, Alejandro Ortiz,
Teresa Vasquez, Olga Pineda. Kneeling: Pre-novice Floriberto Gonzalez and
Associate Marco Antonio Mendez.Missing, Associate Maria Eugenia Duck.

Oblate Partnership ministry holds meeting

A

s reported in OMIUSA
(September 2015, page 9), the
Missionary Oblate Partnership took over operations of the Mis-

Maryknoll, MPS is now the largest missionary-focused grant research and
sion Project Service (MPS) from the writing resource in the Church.
Brothers of Christian Instruction &
The ministry provides three-toWalsh University some two years ago. four day Grant Research and writing
Founded in the 1974 by workshops that include classroom instruction, as well as individual and group
practicum.
Online support and advisory
services including learning tools and
resources, impactful communications
and one-to-one grant application review and guidance!
Officially, since 2016, MPS is
run by the Partnership as an outreach
of Oblate School of Theology in collaboration with the Claretians, Jesuits
and the USCCB.

Left: The July 1 -2, 2019 Annual

Meeting, hosted by the Claretian
Missionaries at their headquarters
in Chicago. Artie Pingolt is 2nd left.
OMI-USA - 8

O

n the weekend of Feb. 17–19,
2019 a group of 65 participants
gathered at the Oblate School
of Theology (OST) in San Antonio for
the 2019 De Mazenod Conference A
Pathway of the Heart: Renewing the
Catholic Church.
The weekend of reflection and
feedback was co-sponsored by OST
and the Missionary Oblate Partnership.
The Catholic audience was very diverse:
young and old, ordained and lay, religious and diocesan, academic and pastoral, progressive and conservative,
married and single.
The goal of the weekend was
to listen, reflect, and then offer feedback to the US Conference of
Catholic Bishops on the topic of
Church renewal in the midst of the
present crises.
Partnership President , Arthur
A. Pingolt, Jr. wrote in his report on
the meeting: “Framing the multitude of
emotions and consequences resulting
from the sexual abuse and other Church
crises, the lens of love and mercy was
offered as foundational to a dialogue that
is hopeful.” He encouraged the group
to be the Church “Conversant” in the
call to dialogue amidst adversity.
Presentations with time for
following discussions by the group were





presented by:

Honorable Janine Geske
& Rev. Dan Griffith:
Restorative Justice

Julie Craven: Renewal at
the Local Level

Ron Rolheiser, OMI:
Naming the Present Moment

Seamus Finn, OMI:
Challenges to Improved
Governance

Kerry Robinson:
Crisis As Opportunity
Concluding the report, the
group offered some recommendations:
Primary Recommendations





Offer an authentic and heartfelt
apology for the sexual abuse
crisis.
Create a new culture that
embraces the teachings of
Vatican II, specifically in regards
to engagement of the laity.
Create a new model of parish and
diocesan governance through
the revision of Canon Law.




Promote a new culture that
values diversity and embraces
the gifts and talents of the laity
through structures of coresponsibility.
Create a new culture through
embracing diversity and integrating diversity across all levels of
the Church’s governing structures.
Act compassionately and
mercifully toward survivors of
abuse.
Adopt policies that prioritize
survivors’ needs above all else.

On receipt of the report,
USCCB General Secretary Msgr.
Brian Bramwell wrote:
“ Thank you for your
communication of April 5, 2019. The
report you sent was forwarded on April
11 to His Eminence Cardinal Daniel
DiNardo, Archdiocese of GalvestonHouston, President of the USCCB, and
to lead staff and other relevant bishops
charged with developing a response to
the current crisis. It has been part of a
number of reports and letters that have
been essential to formulating a wellinformed and professionally sound plan
for action with an eye toward our
Plenary Session in June. I can assure
you that the information you gave us has
been part of the discussion.”
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3 make first vows
Continued from page 1
Director, Bro. Patrick McGee, OMI,
and Fr. Frank Kuczera, OMI. A new
member of the team, Fr. Humphrey
Milimo, OMI, was also present.
After the Mass, at the invitation of the pastor, Fr. Steven A. Janoski,
the entire gathering was invited to a
celebratory lunch at the Parish Center.
As these three young men move
on to the Oblate Scholasticate in San
Antonio, the formation team has little Left-right: Oblates Bro. Patrick McGee, David P. Chisha, Fr. Louis Studer,
time to rest. Not only are nine new Democracy Mudenda, Mark Anthony Hernández and Fr. Frank Kuczera.
young men arriving in the next few
weeks, but the Novitiate is moving to
Left: Newly professed
new temporary quarters in St. Louis
Bros. David Chisha,
while the house in Godfrey undergoes
Democracy Mudenda,
a two-year renovation.
Mark
Anthony
David and Democracy are from
Hernández
Zambia, while Mark Anthony hails from
Texas.
Of his experience of the
novitiate year, Bro. Mudenda wrote: I
have been so grateful to learn that
prayer life is not only confined to the
novitiate house of formation; rather,
Right: Fr. Antonio Ponce
I was touched and moved by praying
with different people; especially those
chats with Fr. Victor
who were home bound, in nursing
Manuel Patricio-Silva
homes, in jail, and in the Community
Hope Center. To tell the truth, my
passion was learning and being with
others as I served and cared for them.

Frs. Lou Studer and David Kalert
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L-r: Oblate Frs. Paul Nourie, Paul Dass Selvarai (New Vocation Director), and Jim Fee. Back: Fr. Clarence Zachman.

Tijuana SEARCH
draws large crowd

M

ore than 300 persons
attended the June 2019
biannual SEARCH retreat
in Tijuana. Many participants are youths
that have attended a SEARCH retreat
in the past, which qualifies them to serve
in a retreat. As a server, they are part
of a team: Drama, Animation, Kitchen,
Palancas (sharing), Liturgy, Support Staff,
Coordination (support the directors),
Direction (leaders).
Fr. Jesse Esqueda, OMI,
Superior of the Tijuana Mission,
said “SEARCH is our Oblate Youth
Ministry in Tijuana. We have about
400 teens and young adults active
in our Youth group due to this retreat ministry.
“In addition to the 200 members, over 100 teens and young adults
are invited to the weekend retreat. These
new candidates are also invited to join
our youth programs after their weekend retreat.”
The new participants come
from the immediate area through the
youth groups at each chapel in the parish. The group also reaches out to other
parish youth groups by attending youth
meetings at the deanery and diocesan

Center-front: Oblate Frs. Jesse Esqueda, left, and Lucio Castillo, right.
level and participating in events like the
5000 youth Easter procession hosted
by the bishop.
Fr. Jesse actively participates
in the weekend retreat, giving conferences and celebrating the Masses. Fr.
Juan Castillo, OMI, pitches in, by
hearing confessions and sharing in other
activities.
This year’s slogan was “If you
want to communicate with God,
you don’t need Facebook,

Whatsapp, Instagram, or a cell
phone; all you need is to close your
ears and open your heart.”
The retreat is followed up
with a Fourth Day event, wherein
the participants
are invited back a
week or two
later to share
how they are
doing with
their new
found truths
and deepened convictions.
This retreat was the first f o r
our four now resident immigrants from
Central America. This observer can
safely say that God must have had a
hand in leading these four to this mission.

Condensed from an aticle by
Rich Reader and Fr. Jesse Esqueda,
OMI on the July 17, 2019 OMIUSA
website.
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Oblates visit St. Paul
Hmong community
by Fr. Harry Winter and Mr. Kou Ly

R

ecently, Oblate Frs. Harry
Winter and Lucien Bouchard
made a trip to St. Paul, MN,
from their home in Tewksbury, MA in
order to visit with the community of
Hmong that they have known for many
years. There they met Fr. Antoine
Yang, the only Hmong Oblate priest in
the congregation, who had arrived in St.
Paul on June 24 to hear the confessions
of the elderly Catholic Hmong, and to
bless the homes of the newly converted
Hmong.
Oblate Associates Kou and
Joua Ly drove the three to King’s
House, Buffalo, MN, on July 4. The
next day they had lunch with the Oblates
at the residence after which Fr. Lon
Konold, OMI, gave them a tour of the
retreat center. They also visited Fr. Al
Svobodny, OMI, the second oldest
Oblate in the USA, at the nursing home
just a few blocks away from King’s
House.
On July 6, Frs. Yang,
Bouchard and Winter concelebrated

Frs. Jim Deegan, Lon Konold, Dick Sudlik, Ray Kirtz, Bob Morin, Bouchard,
Yang, Ron Rolheiser, Winter and Mr. Kou Ly at lunch at Kings House.
with Archbishop Bernard Hebda at
a Mass at Transfiguration Church in St.
Paul, at the profession of first
vows of six Africans to the Missionary Sisters of St. Peter
Claver.
That afternoon, they
had an appointment with the
archbishop at his residence
near the cathedral. He opened
the door himself, and was delighted with Antoine’s ministry
to the Hmong and invited him

to return for six months to work with
the Hmong in the St. Paul. area.

L-r: Frs. Berm Chakrit, Antoine Yang, Peter Ly
On July 7, Fr. Bouchard went
to St. Vincent’s Church, where another
group of Catholic Hmong worship, to
concelebrate and preach at their Mass,
then he rushed to St. Patrick’s to
concelebrate the noon Hmong Mass,
at which Fr. Yang presided.
Then occured the string tying
ceremony to honor Fr. Antoine. A
Hmong Redemptorist priest from Thailand, Fr. Berm Chakrit blessed the
strings, and then each person tied a
white string around one of Fr. Yang’s
wrists. Both Luc and I received that
honor in the past.

Frs. Yang, Svobodny, Ms. Joua Ly, Frs. Winter, Bouchard, Mr. Kou Ly
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Continued on page 13

Oblates visit Hmong
Continued from page 12
During the ceremony, Archbishop Hebda came by St. Patrick’s to
give Fr. Antoine a thank you note. His
availability is remarkable. A young diocesan Hmong priest ordained last year,
Fr. Peter Ly was able to concelebrate
and attend the ceremony. Fr. Berm has
been in St. Paul for about a week, for
the annual meeting of Karen Catholics,
who worship at St. Casimir’s Church.
Fr. Mike Powell, OMI is pastor at (L-R) Frs. Winter, Bouchard, Yang, Peter Ly, and Fr. Michael Powell, OMI,
both St. Casimir’s and St. Patrick’s.
pastor, celebrate Mass at St. Patrick’s.

Left, l-r:

We (Frs. Bouchard, Yang, Chakrit and I) visited
Mother Teresa’s Missionaries of Charity, in Minneapolis, to
concelebrate Mass for them on July 8. I mentioned the late
Fr. Ed Randall, OMI and his parish in Jenkins, KY, where
the Missionaries of Charity serve, and the fact that Mother
Teresa had him come to India at least twice to give retreats to
the Missionaries there. He is remembered very dearly by
them.
On the way to the airport on Tuesday, July 9, we
stopped at the site of our former 104 N. Mississippi River
Blvd. Residence, and took photos of the vacant lot. (They
are available from Fr. Winter for anyone who wants to
Archbishop Hebda, Fr. Michael Skluzacek and look at them.)

Oblate Frs. Yang, Bouchard and Winter

Oblate shrine celebrates
76th annual novena

T

he 76th annual Novena to Our
Lady of the Snows ran Sunday,
July 28 to Monday, August 5.
The Novena took place nightly inside
the Church at the National Shrine of Our
Lady of the Snows in Belleville, IL, with
The theme of the 2019 Novena
was: “Standing with Mary at the Foot
of the Cross.”
Homilies this year were
presented by Oblate Frs. Andrew
Knoop, Louis Lougen, Mark
Dean, David Uribe, Arthur Flores,
Emmanuel Mulenga, Raymond
Cook, Lawrence Mariasoosai,

An impressive novena ceremony is the candlelight procession around the
shrine grounds while reciting the rosary
and George Kirwin
video and are all posted for viewing on
As in recent years, the homilies computer, smart phone or tablet on the
from all nine nights were recorded on OMIUSA website for August 5, 2019.
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Colebrook sees Blessing of Bikes renewed

Woods Center for the Arts orchestrated
the event. The Manchester (NH) Moby Bro. Richard Coté, OMI
fter a hiatus of four years the an- Shrine in Columbia, NH. The new torcycle Club under the direction of
nual Blessing of Bikes has re- owners Charles and Donna Jordan and Laura Cardinal were the official sponsumed at the former Our Lady of Grace their new endeavor The Great North sors of the event. Over 450 bikers had
registered by the morning of June 23,
2019. A statue of Our Lady of Grace
was installed on an outdoor platform for
the blessing.
Colebrook Associates Larry
and Louise Dagesse and Gerard
Hebert represented the Oblates along
with their Advisor Bro. Richard Coté,
OMI, who offered words on the history of the former Shrine. Rev. Rick
Baillargeon, Pastor of the Haverhill,
MA, United Universalist Church and
M.M.C. Chaplain offered the blessing
as a souvenir of the event was distributed to all.

A

Left: Oblate Associates Larry and
Louise Dagesse and the crowd of bikers exiting the grounds of the former
St. Joseph Workshop / Shrine Offices,
Colebrook, NH.

Oblate Associates
renew commitment
by Bro. Richard Coté, OMI
ro. Richard Coté, OMI, Advisor, led the Colebrook Associates on their annual retreat
on June 22, 2019 at St. Brendan
Church, in Colebrook, NH.
After reciting the Novena
Prayer to Our Lady of Grace, the group
enjoyed fellowship over coffee and donuts and, after some “checking in,”
watched the DVD “Full of Grace”
which focused on Peter’s visit to Mary
after his first apostolic missionary endeavors.
In the afternoon Bro. Richard
gave a power-point presentation entitled
“Mary speaks to young people,” offering insights on the meaning of Our
Lady’s words to the young such as

B
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Back, l-r: George Goulet, Diane Goulet, Bro. Richard, Louise Dagesse, Fr. Deveau,
Suzanne Gray, Larry Dagesse, Myra Ellingwood. Seated: Christian Dagesse.
Bernadette Soubirous, (Lourdes)
Melanie Calvat and Maximin Giraud
(LaSalette) and the five seers of Our
Lady of Beauraing (Belgium). On June
23, the seven Associates renewed their
covenant with the Oblates during Mass

at Sacred Heart Church in North
Stratford, NH. Fr. Daniel Deveau,
pastor of St. Marguerite d’Youville Parish, celebrated the 9 am parish Mass,
at which Bro. Richard received the
Associates’ Commitment.

T

he office of Hispanic Ministry at

Oblates engage with Hispanics in Illinois
by Fr. Juan Gaspar, OMI

the Nati onal Shri ne of Our
L ady o f t he Sn ow s i n
Belleville, IL, has been working with
the di ocese to of f er support to the
Spanish speaking local pilgri ms and
faithful of the diocese.

Coordinating with St.
Stephens Catholic Church,
Caseyville, IL, a Spanish RCIA and
wedding preparation program was
put in place to offer five couples the
sacraments of Confirmation, First
Communion and Marriage. We were
also fortunate to have been able to
offer the same support to three
families with children with special
needs.
This has been a yearlong
process and life giving experience for
all families involved, culminating with
five marriages, ten confirmations and
Communion for some who had been
waiting for over a decade. Oblate

Front, l-r: Lalo Ramírez, Lidia Trejo, Miguel Hueso, Irma Avila, SL, Rosa
Arreola Back, l-r: Fr Juan Gaspar, OMI, Octavio Caratachea, Cirilo
Hernández, José Rojas, Deacon Doug Boyer.
ministry in this area continues to evolve
and shift to support the new faces of

Young Oblates gather for annual meeting
Text and photo by Fr. Art Flores, OMI

L-r: Humphrey Milimo, Rusty Gardener, Benny Lipalata, Elvis Mwamba,
Víctor Manuel Patricio-Silva, Emmanuel Mulenga, Lucio Castillo, Hector
Kalaluka, David Uribe

the poor in the MetroEast area of the
diocese of Belleville.

T

he annual gathering of Oblates
in vows or ordained 10 years or
less gathered at San Pedro
Retreat Center in Orlando, Fl, on
August 12-16.
The gathering is an opportunity
for young Oblates to bond, rest, and
share the joys and challenges of their
Oblate life and ministry, post First
Formation.
Fr. Ron Rolheiser, OMI, led
the group in a series of sessions focusing
on religious life in a contemporary
context.
The Admininstrative Team,
Oblate Frs. Lou Studer, Art Flores
and Jim Brobst also took time to
address the group and fielded a variety
of questions dealing with the U.S.
Province.
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End Runs


Several Oblates are spiritual directors on different pilgrimages
to Oberammergau for the Passion Play in 2020. Fr. David Uribe is
doing one from Belleville, as is Fr. Tom Ovalle from San Antonio. They
each have different itineraries. Fr. Art Flores and Chris Remmert
are leading a pilgrimage in July 2020 from San Antonio – in addition to
the Passion Play they will go to Prague and to Poland. In Poland we will
be going to Wadowice (birthplace of JPII; 2020 is the centennial of his
birth), Auschwitz, Czestochowa, and the Shrine of Divine Mercy in
Krakow. (Contact any of them for more information.)

If you haven’t seen the well-produced documentary on Francis
Cardinal George, OMI (1 hour 20 minutes), you can access it at the
following link. https://www.shalomworldtv.org/videos/index/3839.

Another well done piece by PBS on Fr. Roy Snipes, OMI,
produced with the background of the pending border wall through the La Lomita
property is at: The Country Priest | Season 2019 Episode 10 | PBS Online Film
Festival.

And, to round out your Oblate viewing, check out the 23 minute interview
Alicia von Stamwitz did with Fr. Ron Rolheiser, OMI, at the 2017 Religious
Education Conference at: https://youtu.be/2Rw-fhmyAhQ


On July 25, a 60 minute video memoir, “Cherished Memories ~ Troubled
Times ~ Heartbreak ~ Hope: The Church of St. Jean Baptiste... a Video Memoir”
was presented at Harmony Hall in Dracut, MA . This memoir was revived by
former parishioners and Oblate Historian, Bro. Richard Cote, OMI. It
chronicled the church’s history from the arrival of Fr. Andre-Marie Garin, OMI
to the Fire of 1912, the rebuilding and rise of the next generation, to the decline in
attendance and relinquishing of the parish to the Archdiocese of Boston. It’s a
testament to the 150 years of continuous Oblate Presence in the City of Lowell.
.

Planning continues for the Convocation 2020 to be held at the Shrine of
Our Lady of the Snows in Belleville from April 13-17, 2020. Oblates and
Honorary Oblates are invited to participate from Monday through Wednesday,
with other branches of the Mazenodian Family joining them on Thursday.
The National Gathering of Oblate Associates will take place beginning on
Thursday evening at the Drury Inn in St. Louis and continuing until Sunday.

Left: Fr. Paolo Archiati
presided at the opening
Mass of the Inner
Chapter meeting on July
1 in Obra, Poland. The
Oblate
Scholastics
prepared all the liturgies
for the two week
gathering.

Remember to check out the province’s website
for more information and links to other Oblate
news items.: www.omiusa.org
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Queen of heaven, rejoice.
Alleluia.
The Son whom you were
privileged to bear,
Alleluia,
has risen as he said,
Alleluia.
Pray to God for us,
Alleluia.
Rejoice and be glad, Virgin
Mary, Alleluia.
For the Lord has truly
risen, Alleluia.
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