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From the Provincial
Fr. Louis Studer, O. M. I.
Dear Friend,
Sometimes we are in the presence of greatness, and we don’t even know it.
That happened to me recently when I was in Hong Kong to conduct the Oblates’
annual retreat. One of the Oblates I met was Fr. John Wotherspoon, O.M.I.
Father John was very quiet and unassuming. I learned that he was originally
from Australia and had been ministering in Hong Kong since 1985. I also found out
that he had worked in parishes, schools and was involved in a prison ministry. But I
had no idea how fascinating his current work was until a surprising e-mail arrived in
Hong Kong during my visit.
That e-mail was sent to Fr. John from, of all places, our offices in the United
States. It included the article which appears in this magazine about his ministry.
The writer wanted Fr. John to review it to make sure everything was accurate.
When Fr. John showed me the article, I was delightfully surprised. I was unaware
that this humble man was the leader of an international campaign to prevent drug
trafficking, and that he was willing to do battle with some of the world’s most
dangerous drug lords. What a remarkable story about an incredible man.
I now often think about Fr. John whenever I meet an unknown Oblate. What is
their story to tell? How are they improving the lives of others? Their story might
not be as dramatic as Fr. John’s mission, but everybody is a source of inspiration,
and everybody has something wonderful to share.
It is truly a privilege for us to publish Oblate World magazine so we can share
with you the stories of Oblates like Fr. John. Through your prayers and support,
you are also part of these stories. Please know that Fr. John and I consider you
co-missionaries in our ministries.
In Jesus Christ and Mary Immaculate,

Fr. Louis Studer, O.M.I.
Provincial - United States Province
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YEARS in Lowell, Massachusetts
On May 3, the Missionary Oblates
of Mary Immaculate at St. Joseph
the Worker Shrine in
Lowell, Massachusetts
commemorated the 150th
Anniversary of their first
Mass in the city.
On October 14, the
formal celebration of the
sesquicentennial is slated
to occur. The revered
chalice of founding
Oblate Fr. André Garin,
ordinarily displayed at
the Oblate Heritage
Museum, is featured
in those liturgical
celebrations underlining
the continuity of
Oblate ministry in
Lowell – and still
emanating from this
historic original venue.
Father Gene Tremblay, O.M.I. explained
that the Lowell Mission Center (now
comprised of the Shrine’s full-time staff
members and the Oblate residents of the
adjoining Garin Residence) continues to
evolve to meet the changing needs of the
people they serve.
“In 1868, the need for Frenchspeaking priests brought Fr. Garin to
preach a mission to the French-Canadian
immigrants who had come to Lowell
to work in the textile mills,” wrote
Fr. Tremblay. “The Oblates came to stay!
In 2018, the Oblates still serve the faithful
in sacramental and preaching ministries
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and in a number of other ways unimagined
by Fr. Garin but designed to meet the needs
of an increasingly diverse
population in the greater
Lowell area.”
“Internationality is also
a hallmark of our Lowell
Oblate Community,” wrote
Fr. Tremblay. “Recently we
welcomed Oblates from
Europe, Canada and the
Far East to spend some
extended time with us.
The Oblate ministries of
the Lowell Mission Center
remain vibrant and poised to extend well
beyond 2018.”
Father Terry O’Connell, O.M.I. is the
Superior of the Lowell Mission Center and
the Shrine Director. He recently compiled a
partial list of the current activities initiated
by the Oblates of the Lowell Mission
Center. As you will see, the Mission Center
has come a long way in the last 150 years
to serve the people of the community.
• “Pure in Heart.” This movement
seeks to gather youths and provide
spiritual formation based on the
“Theology of the Body” enunciated
by Pope St. John Paul II. A chapter
of this group meets at the Shrine. A
missionary dynamic moved the group
to want to expand its activities, and
so last year an outreach expanded its
benefits to a wider geographical area
thus “JESUS aCROSS the Border” was
launched. This grouping of between
130-150 young adults draws its
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membership mostly from college youth
ministries in Massachusetts and southern
New Hampshire.
A program of Adult Faith Education
is currently in its 18th iteration at the
Shrine. Twice each year, for seven
successive Wednesdays, college level
theology presentations are offered by
Fr. Tremblay – a long-time professor.
The topics vary among Scripture, moral
and doctrinal offerings.
The greater Boston area has become
a “hub” for the scourge of Human
Trafficking. Last year, the Shrine hosted
a presentation from the Department of
Homeland Security with responsibility
for addressing the problem of human
trafficking in the Northeast. As a result
of this raising of our consciousness,
a group of people came together to
prepare “Care Packs” for victims who
have been rescued and relocated – this
initiative is on-going.
The Shrine also maintains a food pantry.
Contributions of non-perishable food
stocks in a donation basket in our lobby
are shelved in our food pantry room.
The inventory is transferred to our local
Catholic Charities for use in their soup
kitchen or provided directly to the needy.
Food vouchers to local supermarkets are
also available.
Beyond material needs, the Shrine
hosts weekly meetings of Alcoholics
Anonymous and also opens its doors
for a discreet weekly coming-together
of women who protectively gather for

guidance and assistance as a result of
spousal abuse/domestic violence.
• The Mission Center also provides its
signature Sacramental ministries.
The Shrine of St. Joseph the Worker
opens its doors for 14 hours each day:
Sacramental Reconciliation is available
for 3 hours each day – priests hear some
10,000 confessions in a year’s time; the
Eucharist is celebrated thrice daily at
convenient times for working people;
Spiritual Direction is also available;
all-day Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament takes place every Saturday
and First Friday; Sacramental Anointing
for healing is celebrated on a monthly
basis; the Rosary is prayed daily by
those who gather 15 minutes before
every Mass; and the Chaplet of Divine
Mercy is prayed at the 3 o’clock hour
each weekday.
Father Tremblay further explains why
the Lowell Mission Center has had such
success over the years. “One of the features
that draws folks to our doors is the quality
of our preaching – a recognized Oblate
charism. There are multiple “voices”
heard from our pulpit – each distinct in
approach and style but all animated by the
Oblate charism and impacting the faithful
in uncommon ways,” he wrote. “The
presence of three full-time Oblates on staff
and the supplemental assistance of several
Oblates in reduced-active ministry are what
make all of our sacramental ministries so
singular and well appreciated.”

October 2018
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The Bearer of

St. Eugene’s
Mission Cross
On September 28, 2010
Fr. Louis Lougen, O.M.I. was
elected the Superior General
of the Missionary Oblates.
Immediately after the election,
Fr. Lougen was presented one of
the most treasured symbols in the
congregation, the Oblate Cross that had
belonged to St. Eugene De Mazenod,
founder of the Missionary Oblates.
As the 12th successor of St. Eugene,
Fr. Lougen has brought the cross to
dozens of countries to remind Oblates
and their co-missionaries of the
connection they have to St. Eugene.
Here, Fr. Lougen writes about the
honor of being the caretaker of the first
Oblate Cross:
If you watch the video of
me being elected Superior
General, you will see me
looking like I am about to
faint. That was especially
true when my predecessor,
Fr. Wilhelm Steckling, O.M.I.
presented me with the
cross that had belonged
to our founder, St. Eugene
De Mazenod.
Father Steckling held up the cross and
placed it before my lips so that I could
kiss the figure of Christ Crucified. After
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kissing the cross to express my oblation,
Fr. Steckling then placed the cross in my
hands. This was a very moving experience
for me, and I felt a deep bond to the
charism of St. Eugene, his legacy and his
very person.
I had known about the Oblate Cross
since the first grade. The Oblates would
visit my school near
Buffalo, New York wearing
their cassocks with the
large mission cross visibly
displayed on their chests.
They showed us slides and
pictures from the missions
and the Oblate mission
cross always appeared so
prominent and distinctive.
I was fascinated by the Oblates and by
their black and gold cross even at such an
early age.
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I have always carried my Oblate Cross,
the sign of my definitive missionary
commitment, with great reverence and
pride for the past 40 years. That included
the 18 years I ministered in Brazil, from
the mega-city of Sao Paul to the jungles of
the Amazon and the coffee fields of Pocos
de Caldas.
Now during these years that I serve the
congregation as Superior General, I carry
the mission cross of St. Eugene, a cross
that dates back 200 years, and connects
us directly to our founder and the Oblate
charism. I am blessed to experience
God’s infinite and tremendous love in a
special way by caring for this treasured
symbol of the missionary vocation. The
cross was blessed by
Pope Leo XII in 1826 at
the time of the papal
approval of the Oblate
Constitution and
Rules. Each Superior
General has had
the special grace of
carrying it ever since.
I especially like that
the name Mazenod is
engraved on the cross,
not De Mazenod which was the name of
nobility. Instead, it is simply Mazenod, the
name of a commoner.
In Rome this cross usually rests on
the pillow on my bed. I want it to be
visible, not locked up somewhere out of
sight. When I look at the cross it reminds
me of our wonderful Oblate family, our
brotherhood and our service to the Church
and especially to the poor. In this cross I
am reminded of Jesus’ tremendous gift of
self for the life of the world, and that gift
of self which is also the heart of our call
as Oblates, to be ready for our missionary
challenges and to embrace them.

I especially like to pray with St. Eugene’s
cross on Fridays, taking it up in my hands.
It was on Good Friday that St. Eugene had
a very special experience while in prayer.
He felt unworthy because he was a sinner.
But during that time of prayer before the
cross, he received tremendous grace and
understood that he was God’s beloved.
Saint Eugene cried tears of joy, and from
then on his life had a totally new direction.
I am on the road about seven months
each year visiting with Oblates around
the world. I bring St. Eugene’s cross
with me as much as possible, and
that was especially true during the
Oblate Triennium, the three years of
preparation for our 200th Anniversary of
our congregation. I
wanted the Oblates to
touch the cross so that
they could experience
a strong connection
to St. Eugene and
to the mission to
preach the Gospel to
the poor all over the
world. I wanted all of
us, Oblates and the
many lay people and
religious associated to the Oblate charism,
who live the charism in so many beautiful
and varied ways, to touch the cross so
that we would experience the communion
among us that St. Eugene wanted so
much: to be the most united family
on earth.
In Turkmenistan, I brought the cross
to our small community of three priests.
Father Andrzej Madej, O.M.I., our Superior
there, had invited some Protestant pastors
over to meet me. We prayed together in
Russian in our small chapel. When I took
the cross of St. Eugene out, they were so
excited. They told me that they considered
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St. Eugene to be their father too and said
they believed he would help them know
how to bring the Gospel
to the poor. They passed
around the cross and
kissed it. Then one of
them held up the cross
and proclaimed: “In the
name of Jesus Christ I
claim Turkmenistan for
the Lord through the
protection of St. Eugene.”
It was a powerful
ecumenical experience,
all of us working together
for a common good.
Another special
moment for me with
St. Eugene’s Cross took
place in Cameroon. A
lady who is an Oblate
Associate shared with
me how the Oblates have always been
available to serve the people in very simple
and concrete ways. She mentioned that
one time her mother was very sick and
could not get out of bed. One of the
Oblates heard about her illness
and arrived with some food for
her ailing mother. Her mom
said the food wasn’t the tastiest
she ever had, but it was that
simple act of love, of bringing
food to someone in need, that
stayed with her for the rest of
her life.
When I showed the cross of
St. Eugene to the daughter, she
put it up to her cheek, and tears
ran down her face and onto the
cross. That day our founder’s
cross was truly blessed, by the
tears of this special woman.
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The Oblate Cross
challenges us, it makes
us ask questions. One
of the most moving
experiences I ever
had with the Oblate
Cross was when I was
visiting our scholastics
in the African nation of
Lesotho. While we were
passing St. Eugene’s
cross around, one young
man posed a question
that threw me for a
loop. He asked, “What is your dream for
the congregation?”
I looked down at the cross and I realized
that my dream was the same dream that
St. Eugene had for the Oblates more than
200 years ago. It is a dream
that we are always close to the
poor, serving the people that
nobody else is taking care of
and bringing them the very
Good news of God’s gracious
love. It is a dream that can
only be accomplished if we are
to be holy men, men of God,
and the sons of St. Eugene.
It is a dream symbolized in a
simple Oblate Cross, one that I
am proud to wear and to bear
with me as I visit the Oblate
family throughout the world.
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Oblate Crossings
Sr. Ann Diehl, CSJ, Named Honorary
Oblate
Sister Ann Diehl, CSJ, current Provincial Archivist
and former long-time Provincial Secretary for the
Oblates in the United States, became an Honorary
Oblate in a special ceremony on June 4.
Sister Ann has worked with the Oblates since
1993 when she became the Archivist for the former
United States Central Province. Beginning in
1999 she moved to Washington, D.C. to become
Provincial Secretary, a post she held for 16 years.
On occasion, the Oblates distinguish a person as
an Honorary Oblate for their dedicated service to the congregation and its mission in the
Church. The life of that person is seen to give evidence of personal identification with the
ideals and goals of the Oblates.

A New Home For Oblate Seminarians
In May, the five new residence buildings of the
Blessed Mario Borzaga Formation Community were
dedicated at Oblate School of Theology in San
Antonio, Texas.
The Vance Campus (in honor of donor Vivian Vance)
is located directly across the street from the school.
The Oblate seminarians began living and studying there
in August.
Each house has a formator’s suite and four bedrooms
as well as a large common room to be used as a chapel
in one house, library in another, dining room in a
third, etc.
During the dedication, Bro. Victor Manuel Patricio
Silva, O.M.I. told benefactors who had gathered that:
“On behalf of all of us scholastics, now and in the
future, I thank you for the gift of your generosity. Now,
we are your gift. We are your gift to the poor. We are
sent to serve. We are your gift to the world thirsting for
God’s love and God’s presence.”

October 2018
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Oblate Priest Fights Drug
A 72-year-old Oblate priest in Hong
Kong is battling some of the most powerful
drug lords in the world – and he’s winning.
Father John Wotherspoon, O.M.I.
is leading a campaign to reduce drug
trafficking in Hong Kong. Since 2013,
hundreds of drug mules (drug couriers)
have been stopped from reaching
Hong Kong thanks to the efforts of
Fr. Wotherspoon.
“The more people know
the risks of being a mule,
and understanding that this
tempting path can lead to a
terrible and painful fate, the
more people and their families
will not suffer the ravages
of drug trafficking,” said
Fr. Wotherspoon.
The “No More Mules”
campaign that Fr. Wotherspoon
started is proving that the pen
is mightier than the sword.
The campaign consists of
former drug mules writing
letters back home warning
others not to follow their
example. The letters are also shared
on Facebook (no mas mulas – no more
mules), along with several websites and
social media platforms.
The letters that Fr. John receives are
heartbreaking. A man from Colombia,
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who was caught with a package of drugs
he was carrying through the Hong Kong
train station, recently wrote to Fr. John:
“I first want to congratulate you father
on a job well done. I’ve heard a lot about
you and your anti-drug campaign. I would
very much like to join. I was ignorant and
greedy, and I thought this was a quick way
to make money. Now I am in jail. I am
suffering and my family is suffering back
home. I can no longer support
my wife and our two children.
Everything is gone. I want
to share my story with other
people so they will not fall
victim to something like this.”
Father John began his antidrug trafficking campaign
while working as a prison
chaplain in Hong Kong. He
met several smugglers from
Africa and South America
who shared that they had
become drug mules to support
their families.
A mule can be paid
thousands of dollars to
smuggle drugs into Hong Kong. In
one trip, they can make the equivalent
of several years of wages. The mules
smuggle drugs in their luggage, clothing
and sometimes even by swallowing plasticwrapped drugs.
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Trafficking in Hong Kong

While talking with a drug mule from
Tanzania, Fr. John convinced the man to
write a letter home warning people not
to follow in his footsteps. The “No More
Mules” campaign was born.
Father John was not a likely person
to take on international drug traffickers.
Originally from Australia, he arrived in
Hong Kong in 1985. Most of his ministry
as an Oblate priest had focused on parish
work and teaching high school students.
Now, he was teaching the people of Hong
Kong about the plight of drug mules.
Father John estimates that the campaign
stops at least one drug mule from entering
Hong Kong every week. In addition to
his drug trafficking awareness campaign,
he also works with government officials
and judges in Hong Kong to get the
laws regarding the sentencing of mules
changed. In many cases, the mules

receive a harsher prison sentence than the
drug traffickers that hired them.
In the past few years Fr. John has taken
his “No More Mules” campaign on the
road. He traveled to Africa three times and
preached awareness of drug trafficking in
Tanzania, Kenya, Uganda, South Africa,
Lesotho and Zambia. Earlier this year he
was in Latin America bringing his message
to Mexico, Colombia, Venezuela, Suriname,
Peru, Bolivia, Paraguay, Argentina and
Brazil. In Latin America he also met with
many of the family members of the drug
mules he counseled in prison in Hong
Kong, setting up support groups among
them and engaging their help in the antidrug campaign.
During his overseas trips, Fr. John
had many media meetings to get his
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message printed or broadcast. He will
even confront drug traffickers at great
personal risk, including this encounter he
wrote about on his blog after visiting a
mall in Sao Paolo, Brazil where drug mules
are recruited:
“I went to a place where the Nigerians
hang out who have
sent so many drug
mules to Hong
Kong and other
places. I checked
the possibility of
someone from the
police or media
accompanying
me but that was
not possible or
practical. So I
went by myself.”
“I had my Oblate Cross on, identified
myself and was taken by a ‘lookout’ to a café
where the group of men hangs out. When
I started showing them pictures of drug
lords in my files, they recognized some. My
lookout advised me to leave before there was
trouble, and took me to a different location
where he lectured me: ‘If you don’t want to
lose your passport and your money, if you
don’t want to be penniless and begging on
the streets here, you go back to your own
country and pray for the world.”
“Maybe my action that day was crazy, but
I have a feeling that it may have caused a

reduction in the number of poor people from
that part of the world from going to prison in
Hong Kong.”
While his ministry may be a little bit
crazy, people in Hong Kong are taking
notice of the missionary priest who won’t
back down from the drug lords. In 2017
Fr. John was
honored with a
Spirit of Hong
Kong Award in
which he was
voted the people’s
choice award
winner through
online voting.
But the awards
and personal
recognition are
not what matters
to Fr. John. It’s the stack of letters on his
desk that he cherishes the most. In one of
those letters, a Colombian drug mule in a
Hong Kong jail wrote to Fr John:
“First of all, God bless you and your
campaign. It is a wonderful opportunity at
redemption for me and a second chance
at doing the right thing. I may be in jail,
but I have faith that everything is going to
change with the help of God. Please write
back soon… and God bless you.”

To read Fr. John’s blog visit www.v2catholic.com
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A Letter From A Drug Mule
My life in Brazil had become very stressful and difficult in recent years. Most of my
life was caring for my father who suffers from a chronic and advanced lung disease,
now in its terminal stage. He is in a debilitating condition, bedridden and connected
24 hours to tubes and equipment to help him breathe.
I found myself not only being my father’s main caregiver but I was also the main
provider for the household expenses, including buying food, paying the rent, helping
with my father’s medical expenses as well as my own living expenses. Despite the
fact that I hold two university degrees, I could not find employment to sufficiently
provide for my family. I got into debt. All I could think of was paying my debts and
affording my father some comfort at the end of his life.
At this time I met a man who had travelled abroad carrying drugs, doing what is
known as a mule job. Through telephone communication he introduced me to people
who offered me $4,000 (U.S.) to do the same. I felt like it was the solution for my
difficulties and I accepted it, much to my regret today.
It has been more than nine months since my arrest at the Hong Kong airport. I
have created great suffering for myself and brought extreme burdens to my already
financially and emotionally stressed out family. Not the least it brought great pain
to my father, for whom I received love and tenderness and who I will never see alive
again. It is a terrible price to pay.
I committed a serious error for which I am truly remorseful. I have sinned against
God and man. I know I am forgiven by Him who can see my inner self. The sorrow
of being separated from my dying father and from the rest of my family brings me
punishment every day. With God’s grace I hope to be able to serve my sentence with
courage and faith.
I will use this experience the best that I can to warn young people engaged in such
activities that there are brutal consequences for drug trafficking. I cannot go back in
time and change anything, but I can change the future.

October 2018
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“I am more than a priest, I am an Oblate priest!”
The Ordination of
Fr. Victor Manuel Patricio Silva, O.M.I.

On May 18, 2018 Fr. Victor Manuel
Patricio Silva, O.M.I. was ordained to the
priesthood. It was the conclusion of a long
and winding road to the ordination of the
newest Missionary Oblate.
“I had a few struggles, but when you
love something those circumstances take
second place,” said Fr. Victor. “Love is the
key. I know it is God who first loved me.
I am only responding to this infinite love
of God.”
Born in Acapulco, Mexico Fr. Victor grew
up in a Catholic family of ten children.
Although he attended
Mass and did his
sacraments, he had no
real interest in priestly
life as a child. But
that changed at age 15
when he participated
in a three-day retreat
where he had his first
personal encounter
with Jesus.
Father Victor
looked for a Catholic
youth group to join
but he didn’t find
anything that met
his needs. So he
started his own youth
group. One of the
teens in his group was
considering religious
life so Fr. Victor
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accompanied him to an Oblate vocation
retreat. God used that retreat to nudge
Fr. Victor towards the priesthood, thus
beginning his Oblate journey.
Father Victor attended a Come and
See with the Oblates in Mexico City and
then joined the pre-novitiate program
in Tijuana, which is a ministry of the
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Oblates’ United States Province. He then
continued his formation in the United
States. When he arrived at the novitiate in
Godfrey, Illinois he knew only a handful of
English words.
After studies at Oblate School of
Theology (OST) in San Antonio, Texas
Fr. Victor was ordained to the priesthood
on May 18 at the OST
chapel. His brother
Oblate, Bp. Michael
Pfeifer, O.M.I. presided
at the ordination.
Nearly a dozen
family members from
Mexico came to the
ordination including
his father, Hermelindo.
His mother, Leonor,
was present in spirit.
Leonor passed away in
1997 during an asthma
attack. A family
member held pictures
of Leonor in the first
pew to watch over the
ordination of her son.
Father Victor now
proudly carries his
Oblate Cross. As is
tradition, Oblates receive a cross that
had previously belonged to a deceased
Oblate. Father Victor chose the cross of
Fr. Ed De Leon, O.M.I. who passed away in
February, 2017. As a seminarian, Fr. Victor

had become good friends with Fr. Ed
who was living at the Oblates’ retirement
home in San Antonio. Father Ed became a
spiritual advisor to Fr. Victor and helped to
guide him along his path to the priesthood.
Father Victor’s first assignment is
at Santa Rosa Parish in San Fernando,
California. Santa Rosa is one of the largest
Oblate parishes in the
United States with a
church that holds about
1,000 people. There
are ten Masses on
the weekend.
Shortly after his
ordination, Fr. Victor
proudly proclaimed
that he is not just a
priest, but an Oblate
priest. He takes great
pride in being part
of a congregation
that concentrates on
helping people in need
who are struggling, just
like he did as a young
person in Mexico.
“The world needs
people who serve the
poor. Through the poor
I will encounter Jesus,” said Fr. Victor. “I
ask for your prayers so that I may be a
priest who lives and transmits the hope
and joy of the Gospel. God bless!”
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“I had a few struggles, but
when you love something those
circumstances take second place,”
said Fr. Victor. “Love is the
key. I know it is God who first
loved me. I am only responding
to this infinite love of God.”
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Oblates Bring Faith and an
Experience of Being Human
to the Incarcerated
“Our very first hope is to bring them an
People from around the St. Louis area
experience of being human, just talking,
come to King’s House Retreat and Renewal
sharing, meeting face-to-face. To give
Center in Belleville to experience faith
them an experience of really relating to
renewal through retreats preached by
another human being on a different level.
Oblate Fathers Salvador Gonzalez and
Second, would be to bring them to an
Mark Dean. For some who are most
encounter with Christ. And finally, to help
in need of spiritual renewal however,
them relate to each other in a new way:
coming to King’s House isn’t possible,
help them develop skills to form small
which is why the Fathers each participate
Christian communities as best they can in
in one four-day weekend per year at
the facility they’re in, so they will be able
Menard Correctional Facility outside
to continue to share and grow their faith
Chester, Illinois.
where they are.”
Menard is the second-oldest prison in
The experience can be very meaningful
the state, a maximum-security facility
for the men. “People in prison desperately
housing some 3,700 inmates. Originally
want an opportunity to find Christ, to
opened in 1878, the newer structures
experience something new in their life,”
sprinkled among the old brownstone
said Fr. Gonzalez. “I know one gentleman
buildings and walls can’t overcome the
who was on a waiting list for the retreat
atmosphere of an ancient fortress.
for eight years. When
The prison allows
he finally got his turn, he
two retreats per year,
was so grateful for the
and each attracts 42
opportunity to experience
residents. Fathers Dean
Jesus, and to the team.
and Gonzalez each do one
He walked out with new
of the retreats. Father
hope, a new view of life.
Gonzalez led the most
Even though life for him
recent retreat in April.
didn’t change very much
He was joined by an
Fr. Salvador Gonzalez, O.M.I.
on the outside, on the
ecumenical team of 30
inside
he
came
out
a different man.”
men who presented the four-day Kairos
People who spend years in the harsh
in Prison retreat, which consists of 12
confines of a prison are unaccustomed
presentations by the team, discussion and
to contact with people who truly care
faith-sharing sessions, time for prayer,
and relate to them as worthy human
community meals and other activities.
beings. Their response to the retreat team
While there are many goals for the
members stands out in Fr. Gonzalez’s
four-day retreat, according to Fr. Gonzalez,
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Menard Correctional Facility
Chester, Illinois

sessions bilingual. Without the visits by
mind: “Just the fact that we go and spend
Oblate priests, there would be no Catholic
time with them as human beings, getting
Masses or services at Pinckneyville.
to know who they are in the present
moment, and show genuine interest in
From his earliest days as a priest,
their story today, just the experience of
St. Eugene De Mazenod, founder of the
being listened to – their life changes.”
Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate,
made prison ministry one of his priorities.
These twice-per-year retreats are not
Fathers Dean, Gonzalez and many others
the only prison ministry in which Fathers
continue to follow in his footsteps with
Gonzalez and Dean are involved: Fr. Mark
active outreach to the incarcerated.
makes weekly pastoral visits to the
Southwestern Illinois Correctional Facility
Father Gonzalez summed it up this
near East St. Louis, and Fr. Gonzalez does
way: “We go there not only because Jesus
the same at the
told us to in
state correctional
the Gospel of
facility in
Matthew: “I was
Pinckneyville,
in prison and you
about 50 miles
visited me.” We
from Belleville.
also go because
St. Eugene made
These visits
it very clear that
are limited to
people who are
just under 90
At the start of the retreat, participants join hands in prayer.
incarcerated
minutes. In the
are preferred by our ministry, they are
time allowed the priests hear confessions,
people who need to experience the
celebrate Mass and spend as much of the
saving love of Christ. We’re just happy
remaining time as possible with residents
that we can do that kind of Oblate
discussing personal issues, special needs
ministry from King’s House.”
and other miscellaneous topics.
At Pinckneyville, about half of the 30
(This article originally appeared on the Oblates’
men who attend the pastoral sessions
U.S. Province website – omiusa.org, and was written
by Fr. Salvador Gonzalez, O.M.I. and Will Shaw)
speak Spanish, so Fr. Gonzalez makes the
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Ministering In Madagascar’s
Darkest Valley

In 2016 the Missionary Oblates
accepted the challenge of
ministering in the village of Befasy,
Madagascar. Several other religious
communities had backed out of
working there. It was just too
dangerous and difficult – but not
for the Oblates.
“Since we moved into this village, the
security situation in Befasy has completely
deteriorated,” said Fr. Marek Ochlak, O.M.I.
pastor at St. Therese of the Child Jesus
Parish. “Thanks be to God, so far, the
bandits are afraid of the Church and the
religious. There has been no attack on our
houses or on our church. People even flee
to our church to be safe.”
The Oblates run their parish in Befasy
along with three small chapels located in
the rural bush area. When the Oblates
arrived, there were only about 40
practicing Catholics in the area. Today
about 200 people attend Mass on Sunday.
Most of the people in the parish are
from the Sakalavas tribe but there are
other tribes represented, giving the parish
a diversity of customs and traditions that
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are woven into the liturgies. The people
are primarily farmers who tend to cattle,
pigs, goats and fowls. Almost none of
the parishioners have cars, relying on
two-wheeled wagons pulled by bulls for
their transportation.
Healthcare is almost non-existent in
Befasy. There is technically a hospital
in the village, but it is little more than
a “hospital” sign on a building where a
doctor shows up just a few days out of
the year.
“About 80 percent of our people do
not have lights or running water in their
homes,” said Fr. Marek. “Seventy-five
percent of them cannot read or write.”
One of the first community
improvements undertaken by the Oblates
was to improve the education of local
children. Teachers at the public school
were overwhelmed with classrooms
filled with students of all different ages
and grade levels. Supplies were almost
nonexistent. The school didn’t even
have enough benches for the students so
some had to sit on the floor doing their
assignments in the dirt.
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Today, the Oblates oversee a Catholic
school in Befasy that has about 150
students. While the education is still very
basic, it is a significant improvement
over the previous education offered to
local children.
While life inside the Oblate missions has
improved over the past two years, the safety
of people in the village has deteriorated
significantly due to the increased number
of bandits terrorizing villagers. The bandits
steal cattle, burglarize homes and are not
hesitant to kill anyone that gets in their
Even though I walk through the
way. The most recent attack involved
darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for
a mother being killed and her child
murdered with an axe, all to get about
You are with me. Psalm 23:4
$100 worth of rice and kitchen supplies.
Father Marek said the local police
station is corrupt and of little help. Most residents
have had to resort to defending themselves and
retaliating with violence.
“There was a young man arrested for robbery.
The people wanted to kill him, but his father
intervened and saved his son’s life. Unfortunately,
the young man again began to steal several more
times and the father got tired of saving him. The
father himself executed his own son with an axe,”
said Fr. Marek.
Despite all of the dangers and hardships,
Fr. Marek is thrilled to be a missionary in
Befasy. A former administrator for the Oblate
congregation, he could be serving today in a safe
and relatively comfortable ministry. Instead, he
chooses to live and work with some of the
poorest people in the world. He embodies
Psalm 23:4: “Even though I walk through
the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for You
are with me.”
“God alone is our protection and
our help in the face of insecurity,” said
Fr. Marek. “I ask those who are reading
this that you always pray for our mission,
for its safety and for safety throughout
Madagascar. Praised be Jesus Christ and
Mary Immaculate!”
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On the Path To Sainthood
Fr. Louis Leroy, O.M.I.

In December 2016, Fr. Louis Leroy, O.M.I. was
declared Blessed by the Catholic Church, a major
step on the path to sainthood. Father Leroy was
one of six Oblate priests that were beatified for
their martyrdom as missionaries in Laos. His
missionary journey was filled with great faith,
courage and ultimately the greatest sacrifice.

Father Louis Leroy, O.M.I. was born
in 1923 in rural France. His father died
when he was nine years old and shortly
afterwards Louis stopped attending school
to work on the family farm. While working
the fields, the young man dreamed of a life
far away from the French countryside.
“Before I even knew the Oblates the
missions in Asia attracted me, and I
wanted to leave my work as a farmer for
these missions,” said Fr. Leroy.
After a few years of military service, he
focused his attention on missionary life
and joined the Missionary Oblates. He was
ordained in 1952 and wrote to the Oblate
Superior General about his desire to be a
foreign missionary.
“The difficulties the Laos mission has
had and perhaps will have again have
only increased my desire for this country.
I would be very happy to receive my
obedience for Laos if you feel it is good to
send me there.”
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Father Leroy got his wish. Less than a
year after his ordination he was on a boat
headed for Laos. He was assigned to some
of the most isolated and inaccessible parts
of the country, walking as much as 2,000
miles a year to find the poorest of the poor.
“I am alone in a sector that has six
villages, each with its chapel where
worship is taking place,” Fr. Leroy wrote
in his diary. “For some villages, just to
get there, one has to walk for five hours,
carrying a backpack on paths that go up
and come down very abruptly.”
Father Leroy also wrote about the
vastness of his work. “I’m very happy
with my hard but splendid missionary life.
I have a lot of work to do. During the past
year I have distributed more than 4,000
communions, heard more than 2,000
confessions, 19 baptisms; this number will
be much higher next year as currently I
am instructing 70 catechumens.”
In addition to caring for the spiritual
needs of the poor, Fr. Leroy also cared for
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their physical needs. He provided basic
medical care for the sick and injured
in places where there were no doctors
or nurses.
Father Leroy’s spiritual and
humanitarian efforts were not welcomed
by the Communists who were taking
control of the country. He and the other
Oblates became targets of Communist
guerillas and they knew their lives were
in danger. Still, they refused to leave
their flock.

On April 18, 1961, Fr. Leroy was praying
in his poor church. A detachment of
guerilla soldiers came looking for him. He
knew this was his final departure. Father
Leroy asked for permission to put on his
cassock, put his cross on and with his
breviary under his arm said good-bye and
followed the soldiers into the forest.
According to a witness, Fr. Leroy was
interrogated, beaten and his face burned
until it was disfigured. He was then shot.
Some of the last words that he spoke
before his martyrdom were simply stated
in a calm voice, “I am ready to die for
the Lord.”
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The Road Le
Together

In 1959 both men were ordained. Most
At every meal, Fr. Ron Carignan, O.M.I.
young Oblates at that time were looking
sits at the same table at the Oblate
at the foreign missions, and that was
Madonna Residence in San Antonio, Texas.
causing a shortage of Oblates in domestic
To his right always sits Fr. Leo Dummer,
ministries. So Fr. Ron
O.M.I. It’s an appropriate
and Fr. Leo decided to
seating arrangement
stay home and go to
because Fr. Leo has been
the mission territory of
Fr. Ron’s right-hand man
California. That’s where
for more than 50 years.
their paths first crossed.
“God put us together at
For about the next
the start of our ministries,”
20 years, Fr. Ron and
said Fr. Leo. “We’ve
Fr. Leo taught and
been like a hand and
were administrators
a glove ever since.”
at high schools. “We
Father Ron and Fr. Leo
ran top notch schools,”
started out as an Oblate
said Fr. Ron.
odd couple. Father
“We taught everything
Ron is from the Lowell,
and when we left a school
Massachusetts area
we could say it was better
outside of Boston. As a
than when we arrived,”
child he attended St. Joan
said Fr. Leo as he finished
of Arc grade school
his friends thought.
with hundreds of other
children. Father Leo grew
Father Ron had a gift
up on a farm in New Ulm,
for administrative work
Minnesota. He attended
and would often become
We had to
a one-room grade school.
the principal at the school.
He would usually appoint
As young men they
be willing to
both felt a calling to the
take the difficult Fr. Leo as the vice-principal.
priesthood and joined the
Eventually Fr. Ron
road, and in
Oblate formation program.
took on administrative
doing so we
But throughout their time
roles with the Oblates,
as seminarians, they never
discovered
including being named the
met each other, Fr. Ron
Provincial for the Western
that it was a
studying for the priesthood
Province. When he needed
wonderful
on the East Coast and
a treasurer, it was no
Fr. Leo in the Midwest.
place to be.

“

”
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people to air their concerns
surprise that the first and
and get them addressed.
only person he asked to
take the job was Fr. Leo.
“Our work in Zambia
required us to chart a
“He called and asked me
daring path, a journey in
to think about becoming
which we could not be faint
the treasurer,” said Fr. Leo.
of heart or let fear hold us
“Why would I need to think
back,” said Fr. Ron. “We
about it? I’ll go wherever
had to be willing to take the
he asks me to go.”
difficult road, and in doing
That loyalty took on
so we discovered that it was
special meaning in 1997
a wonderful place to be.”
when both men decided
Today, Fr. Ron and
they were not ready for
Fr. Leo are again at a
retirement. Father Ron,
place that they consider
who was finishing an
Fr. Ron Carignan, O.M.I.
wonderful. They live
assignment working at
at the Oblate Madonna
the Oblate General House
Residence along with
in Rome, accepted the
about two dozen other
challenge of becoming
retired Oblates. Father Leo
the Superior of the
has trouble walking so
Oblates’ ministries in
Fr. Ron is there to push
Zambia. Father Ron called
him in his wheelchair.
Fr. Leo to tell him about
Father Ron occasionally
his decision. Within a
has trouble remembering
short time, Fr. Leo was on
things, so Fr. Leo is there
a plane headed for Africa.
to help fill in the gaps.
“I always asked Fr. Leo
They both enjoy reading,
to take care of the money
and one of their favorite
and that is what he did
books is The Road Less
for the five years we were
Traveled. The book looks
in Zambia together,” said
at how to overcome
Fr. Ron. “He had every
difficulties and challenges
penny accounted for and
Fr. Leo Dummer, O.M.I.
in a person’s life.
that really helped us grow
the mission there.”
For Fr. Ron and Fr. Leo,
they chose to take the road less traveled.
One of their main accomplishments in
And because they took that road together,
Zambia was the creation of Radio Liseli,
it was a road filled with much satisfaction,
a radio station that broadcasts a variety
hope and joy.
of religious programming throughout the
western part of the country. In addition
to religious programs, Radio Liseli also
broadcasts programs that respond to local
community concerns, creating space for
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The Future

“Priest of the Refugees”

For six years during his childhood,
Henry Zayamoe lived in a bamboo hut
at a refugee camp in Thailand. The one
room hut had a small kitchen and little
else. Henry, along with his mom, dad and
five siblings, slept on a row of bamboo
stretched along the dirt
floor. Occasionally he
would have to go into
the jungle and cut down
some bamboo when the
hut was falling apart.
It was the most
difficult time of Henry’s
life, and also the
most inspirational.
“There was a small
chapel in the camp
and about once a
month there would
be a priest who
came to say Mass,” said Henry. “It
was in the camp that I really started
thinking about becoming a priest. I
wanted to be the person that filled the
gap when a priest wasn’t available.”
Henry is currently discerning a calling
to the priesthood at the Missionary
Oblates’ pre-novitiate in Buffalo, New
York. His journey has already taken him
on an incredible journey of perseverance,
discovery and faith.
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“Someday I want to be the ‘priest of
the refugees,’ just like I had once been a
refugee,” said Henry.
Henry was born in Burma (currently
Myanmar) in 1993 into a farming family.
He was raised Catholic in a country
where less than 1% of the people
are Christian. His family was
persecuted by the government
because of their Catholic faith and
his father’s political views.
When Henry was 13, his family
left everything behind and slipped
into Thailand, eventually finding
safety in a refugee camp. Henry
had to grow up fast, helping to take
care of his five younger brothers
and sisters. Most days
Henry and his family
ate rice and beans
that arrived in the
camp from the United
Nations and Russia.
In 2013 the
Zayamoe family was
allowed to immigrate
to the United States,
settling in Buffalo,
New York. The first
thing Henry noticed
in his new homeland was the weather.
He saw snow for the first time, but that
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excitement soon disappeared as Buffalo
received 130 inches of snow that
winter. The snow wasn’t the only thing
that puzzled the young immigrant.
Henry jokes that he also got lost a
lot during the first year because he
couldn’t read street signs.
Henry’s dad found work at
a warehouse and his mom as a
dishwasher. His brothers and sisters
started to attend school. Henry was too
old for high school so he took English as a
Second Language classes and eventually
earned a G.E.D.
Buffalo is a
mission center
for the Oblates
and much of
the Oblate work
there is focused
on the needs of
immigrants. The
Zayamoe family
began attending

he has one more year left of study and
discerning before continuing on to the next
step of formation.
If all goes as planned, Henry will
become an Oblate priest in about six
years. For most young men, that may
seem like an eternity. But for someone
who spent six years living in a refugee
camp, six years can take place in a flash.

“The Oblates helped me and my
family when we were new to a
country,” said Henry. “I would love
to help other refugees one day as
an Oblate priest.”

an Oblate parish,
Our Lady of Hope.
Many of the
parishioners are
Burmese and Henry
became active in
assisting other
refugee families get
accustomed to life in
the United States.
While at Our Lady of Hope, Henry’s
calling to religious life became even
stronger. He joined the Oblates’
pre-novitiate program in Buffalo where
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John Janet
John Janet considers himself to
be a little bit of a rebel. That’s why
when it was time to determine
how to share his blessings with the
less fortunate, he decided to go see
firsthand where his contributions
could make the most impact.
That place turned out to be
the Missionary Oblates’ La Morita
mission in Tijuana, Mexico.
“I needed to know the facts of how
they were going to use my gift,” said
John. “When I got to the mission it
was obvious that the Oblates are doing so
much good work for the people there.”
John was impressed with how the
Oblates minister to people of all different
ages in La Morita. He attended activities
for the local youth to steer them away
from drugs and gangs. He distributed food
to the poorest of the poor. He visited the

John Janet, right, visits with the Oblates
and their partners in Tijuana, Mexico.

John’s partnership with the Oblates
came as an unexpected blessing for
both participants. John is from Chicago
and didn’t know anything about the
Oblates until he read an article in a local
Catholic newspaper.
That article sparked an interest in John
to learn more about the Oblates. So he
traveled to Belleville, Illinois to visit the
Oblates’ National Shrine of Our
Lady of the Snows. While in
“ There is a tremendous amount of things that
Belleville, John learned about
the many other ministries of
need to be done for the poor in Tijuana, and at
the Oblates and how he could
times it must feel overwhelming for the priests.”
be involved in supporting their
life-changing work.
seniors at a community center where the
“My visit to Belleville got me over
Oblates provide for the elderly’s physical
that apprehension of not knowing if my
and spiritual needs.
support would do any good,” said John.
“There is a tremendous amount of
Since partnering with the Oblates, John
things that need to be done for the poor
has visited the missions in Tijuana twice
in Tijuana, and at times it must feel
and in May he attended the dedication
overwhelming for the priests,” said John.
of the new Oblate Seminary Residence
“What impressed me so much about the
in San Antonio, Texas. The residence
Oblates is how serious they take their
is home to nearly two dozen Oblate
vocation to live and work among the poor.”
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seminarians from around the world who are studying
for religious life at Oblate School of Theology.
At the dedication, John was able to talk with many
of the seminarians one-on-one. He was struck by
the diversity of their backgrounds. Some of the
seminarians came from impoverished and humble
villages in places like Zambia, Bangladesh and India.
Other seminarians have turned down lucrative careers
in business and finance in order to bring the Word of
God to the poorest of the poor.
John made a particularly strong friendship with
Bro. Jean Emmanuel Meloncourt, O.M.I. Brother Jean
is originally from Haiti and is currently studying for
the priesthood at Oblate School of Theology. Brother
Jean impressed John when he told him that it is his
goal to be a “connecting bridge between God and
his people.”
John and Bro. Jean continue to correspond with
each other. John said he is hoping to be able to attend
Bro. Jean’s ordination in a few years.
“The more and more I meet the Oblates the more I
am impressed by them,” said John. “We are called to
reach out to our brothers and sisters in need, and that
is exactly what the Oblates are doing every day.”
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Oblate Crossings
Oblate Moderates United Nations Forum
Father Daniel LeBlanc, O.M.I. recently moderated a
session during the United Nations Permanent Forum on
Indigenous Issues.
Father LeBlanc oversaw the session “Spiritual
Connection and Right Stewardship of Land, Territory and
Resources, including Water for Indigenous Peoples.”
According to Fr. LeBlanc, the forum recognized that
indigenous people are inheritors and practitioners of
unique cultures and ways of relating to people
and the environment. Indigenous Peoples have
retained social, cultural, economic and political
characteristics that are distinct from those of
the dominant societies in which they live.
Several indigenous communities from
around the globe were represented at the
forum. Many of them had the opportunity to
present statements on issues of concern to
their different communities.

Oblate Studies Program Growing
In August 2017, the first online course was offered:
“Eugene De Mazenod, History, Spirituality and Missions.”
Eighteen Oblate and Oblate Associate students enrolled in
the course from Canada, France, Italy, Sahara, the United
Kingdom and the United States.
In January 2018, a second course began: “Founders,
charisms and their expression in Constitutions and Rules.”
“For me this is a dream come true, thanks to the
generosity of Bob and Ruth Kusenberger,” said Fr. Frank
Santucci, O.M.I. the Kusenberger Professor of Oblate
Studies. “This dream comprises the longing to see a large
team of charism animators being trained throughout our
Mazenodian world.”
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Do You Have The Will
To Create A Better Future?

Every adult should have a carefully planned Will. A Will forms the basis of
a person’s estate plan, regardless of the value of their assets. It can allow you to
contribute to the financial security of your heirs or beneficiaries, and maximize
the assets they will receive. A Will also shares your values with others and lets
them know what is most important to you. When you include the Missionary
Oblates as a beneficiary in your Will, you show just how important the Oblates
and their mission to help the poorest of the poor are to you.
By remembering the Oblates in your Will, you are:
• Nourishing hungry children in Haiti.
• Educating seminarians in the United States and Zambia.
• Supporting Oblates through their retirement years.
• Providing housing for the poor in Mexico.
• Bringing hope to God’s most abandoned people throughout the world.

Start Your Estate Planning Today
By ordering one or both of these booklets for free!
Share Your Blessings
This 12-page booklet explains in simple terms how you can
start writing your Will, and it helps you explore some options
in regards to financial and charitable planning. A general list is
also provided that contains information of what you will need
to have before visiting an attorney regarding your estate.
PM
3/30/16 1:44

_CVR.indd 1

Legacy_Brochure

Will and Trust Planning Workbook
This 48-page workbook enables you to thoroughly
and efficiently plan your legacy. Consider it a valuable
tool that will help you gather vital information regarding
your assets, directives, values and priorities – all in
one location. It includes a comprehensive checklist
that will help you gather information needed to
meet with your attorney about your estate.

Share Your
Blessings

Will and Trust Plann

ing Workbook

9480 North De Mazenod

Drive | Belleville,
IL 62223-1160 | 1-800-233-6
Legal Title: Oblate
264 |
Missionary Society,
Inc. Tax ID: 26-063404oblategiving.org
3

To learn more about how you can benefit the Missionary Oblates, and/or
to receive one of the above estate planning resources, please contact the
Office of Charitable and Planned Giving at 1-800-233-6264.
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Disponible en Español
en oblatesusa.org/oblates

Bishop Michael Pfeifer, O.M.I. ordains
Fr. Victor Manuel Patricio Silva, O.M.I., May 18, 2018.

