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My Brother Oblates,
No doubt you have been following the news about the Coronavirus, or Covid-19 as we have
here in Washington, DC. The spread of the virus in other countries has been startling. While we
have identified relatively few cases in the US, the number is growing and as tests for the virus
become widely available, the number of confirmed cases is likely to grow even more.

Hopefully, you are following the recommendations of the medical establishment regarding how
to stay healthy and virus-free. Now the recommendation is that "at-risk" individuals limit or
cancel travel plans and avoid public places and events where large groups of people gather. Your
health and well-being, along with that of those we serve must be our priority. This evolving
situation and the possibility that it may continue to spread brings me to the subject of our
Convocation scheduled to be held in Belleville in April.

The planning committee has worked tirelessly to put together what would be a memorable
gathering. We all look forward to being with friends we rarely see, participating in the prayer and
fellowship, and enjoying the special presence of superior General Lougen and Fr. Warren
g
Brown. Any alteration to these plans would be disappointing and difficult, but we must consider
an unfortunate truth: Individuals ages 60 + with underlying health conditions are most at-risk to
contract the virus. Since the virus has a relatively long incubation period before symptoms
appear, if exposed, we might even bring it home to our local comm.unity.
At this moment, no one knows if the virus will reach epidemic status here, therefore I am not
suggesting any change regarding the Convocation at this time. I do want you to know that
leadership will be monitoring the situation very closely over the next several days in order to
make\a timely and responsible decision about whether to proceed. Our priority must be the Health
and well-being of our men and our ability to minister to those we serve.

I ask your prayers for guidance to help us make the right decision. Together we pray for those
who have contracted the Coronavirus, and that the threat of this crisis passes quickly. My email
address is: lstuder@,om.iusa.org, I welcome your comments.

In Christ and Mary Immaculate,

/qu
Fr. Louis Studer, OMI
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