
May 31, 2022 Weekly Report from Oblate Youth Ministry in Tijuana.  

Mrs. María Sánchez is 53 years old and has 7 people living in her house: her son and daughter, and her 

daughter’s 4 children.  Maria’s son and daughter 

work while she takes care of the small children.  The 

family is originally from the state of Nayarit, 

although they have lived in Tijuana for 8 years.  They 

live in one of the neediest communities in our area 

called Maclovio Rojas.  Through an acquaintance 

David (co-author) originally told them about that 

community where the land was affordable, although 

without any public services, such as water, 

electricity, sewers, or paved roads. They bought a 

piece of property there and built a makeshift house. 

The family attends Mass every Sunday and on one 

occasion Max, the son, got invited to join the youth 

group to get closer to God.  Max did and he really 

liked the group, so he decided to attend a SEARCH 

retreat.  SEARCH is a three-day retreat designed to 

deepen one’s faith and be transforming.  After the 

retreat Max began to involve his mother in the 

activities of the parish.  That in turn led to his mother 

coming to a SEARCH Retreat for Parents.  That was 

transforming for the family.  Max comments that 

now the family is much more grateful for their lives 

and realize how important and indispensable each 

one of their family members is. 

Both Max and his mother have been very active since, serving in retreats and supporting people in the 

community.  While preparing for the next SEARCH Retreat for Parents in March of 2022, Max informed 

the parish that their house had burned down and was a total loss.  The social outreach program helped 

with groceries, tarps, blankets, and clothes.  However, what they were most grateful for was that we 

went to help them clean all the burned debris.   We found some partially burned pictures reminding 

Maria of the first steps of her grandchildren and their 8 years there.  Max was further saddened by the 

fact that he worked very hard making costumes and 

gifts for the upcoming retreat and with everything gone. 

He had to withdraw his participation.  

These past few months the family has been living with 

Maria’s brother, where there are already two other 

families living.  So, they are very crowed, have only 2 

people working, and Max trying to study in university.  

Currently, it is impossible for them to raise money for a 

new home, but thanks to the Oblates, there is a 

potential donor offering to build a new home. 



 

Through our house building program we met a Haitian family.  A sister and her three brothers (oldest 

35), two with wives and four children (youngest 

2 years) all decided to leave Haiti to escape the 

violence and economic hardships.  They 

migrated to Chile and lived there 4 years.  The 

children kept getting sick because of the cold 

and none of them could get documentation to 

stay there legally.  So, they decided to migrate 

to Mexico.  In the southernmost state of 

Mexico, Chiapas, they were able to get the 

necessary documentation in only two months 

to at least work.  Next, they traveled to Tijuana, 

albeit with few resources.  

In Tijuana, they had to live in the streets until finally they learned of a place called The House of the 

Migrants.  This place allows migrants to stay up to 4 weeks, while they search for work.  The men were 

able to get jobs in construction.  Their boss recommended a rental near our parish.  But after two 

months the family came to church asking for help.  It turned out their landlord treated them very poorly, 

getting drunk and hitting them, calling them names, and acting very racist.  When they threatened to 

call the police, the landlord said “Go ahead.  Who do you think they are going to believe?”  

It providentially happened that the church had received a donation from Chuck and Rita Abajian to build 

a house that could be used for situations like this, and the house was almost completed.  This family was 

the first chosen to live there amongst several families.  They are living in some rooms above the church 

next door, while waiting for the final touches on the house.  This turn of events has brought back long-

lost smiles, and they tell us they have a new outlook toward Mexicans and the language of God. 

 


